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A quick note about this collection 
 

Below are listed where the majority of information for this collection came from.  The Arizona Adven-
ture, Learning Through Postage Stamps, software,  from The Postal History Foundation and an article 
from Arizona Highways, A Philatelist’s View of Arizona, formed the foundation of this collection.  
Some other places where information came from are also listed as well as many of the internet sites 
used.   
 
I merely gathered all the information I could on the subject, put them in an order I could understand and 
designed the presentation pages. 
 
Not everything in this history is a postage stamp, there is some information from other sources. 
 
 
 
The Postal History Foundation 
 The Arizona Adventure, Learning through Postage stamps. 
 
Arizona Highways, A Philatelist’s View of Arizona, 1971 by Ivan L. Pfalser. 
 
Fraser Family picture, of Buffalo Soldiers 
 
Teachers Edition, Arizona, The World Around Us 
 
http://www.gf.state.az.us/i_e/ee/resources/factsheets/ringtail.pdf -  
 
http://www.outdoorplaces.com/Destination/USNP/AZPetFor/pfnp1.htm   Outdoor Places.com 
 
http://www.mcmahanphoto.com/frankbormanphotos.html  Frank Borman Photos 
 
http://www.az.ngb.army.mil/Museum/aznghistory.htmCivil War 
 
http://pixofmyuniverse.blogspot.com/2006/05/father-kino.html Father Kino picture 
 
http://www.shgresources.com/az/timeline/ SHG Recourse 
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arizona Wikipdia The Free Encyclopedia 
 
http://www.history.navy.mil/faqs/faq61-2.htm Navajo Code Talkers 
 

http://www.noao.edu/kpno/ Kitt Peak 
 
http://mgpc3.as.arizona.edu/ Mt. Graham Observatory 
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Arizona Almanac:  State Facts and Figures 

 
Official Name:  Arizona 
Capital   Phoenix 
Nick Name   Grand Canyon State 
Motto   Ditat Deus (God enriches.) 
Location & Region 33.54255 N, 112.07139 W   Southwest 
Constitution Ratified 1911 
Statehood   February 14, 1912 48th State 
Population   5,130,632  45.15 sq. miles  29th 
Largest City  Phoenix, Tucson, Mesa, Glendale, tempe, Scottsdale 
Bordering States  California, colorado, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah 
Number of Counties 15 
Time Zone   Mountain Standard Time, Arizona, non Navajo, No Daylight 
    Savings 
Average Temperature High, 105 degrees Low 66.9 degrees 
Mean Elevation  4,100 
Highest Point  Humphreys Peak 12,633 
Lowest Point  Colorado River 70 
 

Arizona State Seal 
 
A quartz mill sits on the side of a hill on the left of the seal, behind a miner with a pick and shovel. 
They symbolize Arizona's mining industry. The sun rising behind mountain peaks in the back-
ground symbolizes Arizona's climate. The reservoir and dam which sit in front of the mountains 
remind us of water reclamation farming. Irrigated fields with rows of cotton and citrus trees lie be-
low the dam. These elements symbolize Arizona's rich agriculture. Cattle, which graze in front of 
the fields, on the lower right side, is another symbol of historic importance to Arizona. 
 
Written in a band around the edge of the seal are the words Great Seal of the State of Arizona with 
the year of Arizona's admission to the Union, 1912. 
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February 23, 1976 
American Bicentennial  

Arizona State Flag 
1976 Bicentennial Issue—State Flags.  As part of the observance of the 200th 
“birthday” of the nation, a sheet of 50 stamps showing the flags of the 50 states 
was issued February 23, 1976 

1680 

Adopted on February 17, 1917 
 

The flag was designed by Colonel Charles W. Harris, Adjutant General of Arizona (1912-
1918 and 1923-1928). According to Colonel Harris, the suggestion that the state adopt a flag 
came originally from the members of the 1910 Arizona Rifle Team in attendance at the Na-
tional Rifle Matches at Camp Perry. All of the other teams at Camp Perry flew a distinctive 
flag, while Arizona was without an emblem of any kind. The first flag was sewn by Nan D. 
Hayden. 
 
In designing the flag, the first consideration was historical value; the second was colors. Blue 
and gold were the Arizona colors, and red and gold were the colors carried by the Spanish 
Conquistadores, headed by Coronado, in the expedition of 1540 to the Seven Cities of Cibola. 
From these circumstances, and from the blue of the Union Flag, were derived the blue, the 
red, and the gold (or yellow as the law names it) of the Arizona Flag. Since Arizona was the 
largest producer of copper in the nation, and the star an emblem which might be easily distin-
guished, the copper star found its place on the blue field. As a western state, it was thought 
the effect of the rays of the setting sun would be appropriate to the Arizona Flag, and in these 
rays the red and gold (or yellow) of the old Spanish colors of Coronado were used. 
 
Official description from Arizona Code 41-851. State colors; state flag A. Blue and old gold 
shall be the colors of the state. The blue shall be the same shade as that of the flag of the 
United States. B. The flag of the state shall be of the following design: The lower half of the 
flag a blue field and the upper half divided into thirteen equal segments or rays which shall 
start at the center on the lower line and continue to the edges of the flag, colored alternately 
light yellow and red, consisting of six yellow and seven red rays. In the center of the flag, su-
perimposed, there shall be a copper-colored five pointed star, so placed that the upper points 
shall be one foot from the top of the flag and the lower points one foot from the bottom of the 
flag. The red and blue shall be the same shade as the colors in the flag of the United States. 
The flag shall have a four-foot hoist and a six-foot fly, with a two-foot star and the same pro-
portions shall be observed for flags of other sizes. C. The flag represents the copper star of 
Arizona rising from a blue field in the face of a setting sun. 
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April 14, 1982 State Birds and Flowers Arizona State Bird 
The state flower is the saguaro cactus flower, and the state bird is the cactus wren.  1982 State Birds and Flowers issue.  This 
stamp appeared on a sheet of 50, along with the official birds and flowers of other states. 

1955 

Cactus Wren  (Campylorpynchus brunncicapillum)  Adopted in 1931 
 
The Cactus Wren is the largest wren in Arizona, measuring 7 to 8 inches in length. Its song is a rather raucous and unmusical cha-
cha-cha which sounds like a car engine trying to turn over. The Cactus Wren's back is brown with white spots and its under parts, 
including the throat, are lighter colored with black spots. The bill is as long as its head and curves down slightly. Its wing feathers 
have white bars and its tail has black bars. A distinctive white line appears over each eye. The Cactus Wren resides at lower eleva-
tions in the southern and western part of the state below the Mogollon Rim. It can also be found in parts of Utah, Texas, New Mex-
ico, California, and Mexico. 
 
Cactus Wrens can be seen in their Sonoran desert habitat and in open woodlands and grasslands where cholla cactus are found. 
They are omnivorous, foraging for insects on the ground and in trees and shrubs and also feeding on seeds and fruits. They are ac-
tive during daylight hours at any time of the year. Cactus Wren eggs and the young wrens are vulnerable to smaller predators such 
as Blue Jays and snakes; the adult birds are rarely preyed upon. Their nests are football-shaped, made of grass, and lined with 
feathers. In urban areas, the nests may contain lint, string, paper, rope, rags, and other items. The nests are perhaps the most con-
spicuous nests in the desert. Cactus Wrens usually build their nests in cholla cactus or thorny trees to protect themselves and their 
young from predators. Their nests serve as a home for year-round protection from the cold, the rain, and nighttime enemies. 
 
The female Cactus Wren lays 3-4 eggs which are then incubated for about 16 days. Only the females are involved with the incuba-
tion. The young weigh approximately 3-4 grams at hatching. About 65-70% of all nesting attempts are successful. The young leave 
the nest after approximately three weeks. Most pairs raise 2-3 families between late March and July. 
 
The Cactus Wren lives 2-4 years and is protected by federal law, as are all songbirds in Arizona. It is illegal to hunt or possess live 
specimens. The Cactus Wren was officially designated the Arizona State Bird by legislative action on March 16, 1931. 
 

Saguaro Cactus Blossom  (Cereus giganteus)      Adopted on March 16, 1931 
 
The Saguaro Blossom was adopted as the floral emblem of the Arizona Territory on March 8, 1901, and officially confirmed as the 
state flower by the Legislature on March 16, 1931. Prior to its adoption, a saguaro cactus appeared on the first territorial seal of 
Arizona in 1863. 
 
The fragrant, waxy white saguaro blossom is one of the most unique State flowers. In May and June, the Cactus bears creamy 
white flowers with yellow centers that measured about three inches. The Saguaro Cactus flower can be found on the end of the 
branches. The flower only opens on cooler nights and is closed during the heat of midday. However, it's not easy to see the beauti-
ful, creamy white, trumpet-shaped flowers inasmuch as they open only at night and last only about 18 hours. The flowers are 
sweetly scented and attract bees and flies through its blooming season of May and June. By July, the flowers become red-fleshed 
fruits that feed doves migrating from Mexico. 
 
The saguaro cactus has been described as the monarch of the Sonoran Desert, as a prickly horror, as the supreme symbol of the 
American Southwest, and as a plant with personality.  
 
The Saguaro is renowned for the variety of odd, all-too-human shapes it assumes, shapes that inspire wild and fanciful imaginings.  
 
Saguaro are found only in the Sonoran desert. The giant saguaro is the king of cacti. A full-grown saguaro is usually more than 35 
feet in height and is at least 75 years old, sometimes reaching a height of 50 feet and life span of 200 years. Some have arms but all 
are green and have a wax-like skin that helps prevent water loss. Rare and endangered this extraordinary giant cactus has been pro-
tected within Saguaro National Park since 1933 . 
 
The saguaro fruit has long been used by the Papago and Pima Indians who harvest the fruits and make syrup. 
 
Saguaro seeds contain the psychoactive alkaloids Carnegine and Arizonine. The Saguaro is a relatively fast growing cactus Also 
known, as Saguaro is the most famous giant cactus of the world. Can grow up to 12 M height. Saguaro wine is used for rain rituals. 
The pulp can be boiled down or fermented, witch gives you sweet, brown syrup. This can be mixed with water or alcohol, which 
gives you Saguaro beer or wine. 
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March 19, 1998 
Arizona State Tree 

The 1998 Flowering Tree Issue featured five popular tress, among them the Blue Paloverde, which is the 
Arizona state tree (the name means “green stick” because of the green bark.) 

3194 

Blue Paloverde (Fabaceae Cercidium floridum) Adopted in 1954 
 
The Palo Verde Tree was selected by the Legislature as the official state tree in 1954. Palo Verde is from the 
Spanish meaning "green stick" or "green pole." It is found in the desert and desert foothill regions of Arizona. 
When the Palo Verde tree blooms, either in April or May depending on the elevation, it is a blaze of shim-
mering yellow-gold. Two species are native to Arizona: the Blue Palo Verde and the Foothill Palo Verde 
which is yellow-green. 
 

Deciduous tree, 30', flowers yellow, Mar.-May, green bark, tree bare most of the year, lower deserts of Ca., 
Ariz., full sun, drought tolerant, needs perfect drainage and no summer water, seeds may be ground into edi-
ble meal . Cold hardy to somewhere about 10 degrees F. We've had some killed in containers at 15 degrees 
F., others tolerant to below 10 degrees F. This species has the funny trait of forming water-repellent soils un-
der it. By not allowing the water to stay under it and shedding the water out to its drip line it can out compete 
even the annuals. That is why you find few plants under Cercidium, mostly only the ones that are mycorrhi-
zally linked to the Cercidium. Desert washes in Creosote woodland. 
 

Form: low multistemmed tree, rounded crown 
 

Seasonality: deciduous (in drought or cold) 
 

Size: 15-30ft with equal spread; growth rate varies with water supply 
 

Leaves: bipinnately compound, in pairs, about 1/2in long with leaflets of 1/4 to 1/8in; often leafless most of 
the year 
 

Flowers: bright yellow pea-like blooms cover entire tree; first Cercidium to bloom in spring 
 

Fruit: flat pod, single or multiple seeded; brown bleaching to white with age; 1.5-3in long 
 

Stems/Trunks: normally green, growing more gray or dark and rough with age; tree has overall bluish cast; 
dense growth; small thorns 
 

Range/Origin: Sonoran and Mohave deserts, Baja California; elevations to 4000ft 
 

Hardiness: mid to low teens 
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March 19, 1998 
North American Wildlife 
Arizona State Mammal 

1987 American Wildlife issue—Ringtail.  The ringtail is the official state mammal of Arizona and is related 
to the raccoon.  The ringtail sleeps during the day and hunts at night. 

2302 

State Mammal: Ringtail 
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: Bassariscus astutus 
 

DESCRIPTION:  A cat-sized mammal with a raccoon-like tail. Coat coloration ranges from stony gray to 
light tan, with longer black-tipped guard hairs. Color is paler on sides and dark down the middle of the back. 
Feet have five digits, and the pads have no fur. The tail is as long as the body and white underneath. It has 
many alternating black and white rings and a black tip. 
 

RANGE:  Southwestern Oregon south along Pacific coast to southern end of Baja California. Portions of Ne-
vada, Utah, Missouri, Louisiana and Kansas. Most of Arizona, New Mexico, Texas and Mexico. Found in 
elevations from 0 — 9,500 feet. 
 

HABITAT:  Rocky walls of canyons, slopes, cliffs and ridges in desert scrub, chaparral and the oak-pine belt. 
Typically found near water sources. During the day, it will retreat to rock crevices, boulder piles, tree hol-
lows, dens dug by other animals, or human dwellings. 
 

DIET: Omnivore. Foraging mainly at night on small birds, rodents, lizards, snakes, invertebrates and fruit. 
By eating fruit from the prickly pear, it can reduce its need for water. At times, it will eat carrion. 
 

ACTIVITY PERIOD: Nocturnal. 
 
 

REPRODUCTION:  Mate from February to May. Females are receptive for only 24 hours. Gestation period 
is 51 — 54 days. Litter consists of three to four young in April through July. Males will help provide for fam-
ily. Young will begin roaming and foraging after about eight weeks and will leave the mother in the late sum-
mer. Become sexually mature at 10 months. 
 

STATUS:  Threatened in Mexico. Population is apparently stable. Is often trapped for fur. Inadvertent poi-
soning caused by scavenging poisoned carcasses. 
 

Arizona Game and Fish Department. 2004.  Bassariscus astutus. Unpublished abstract compiled and edited 
by the Heritage Data Management System, Arizona Game and Fish Department, Phoenix, AZ. 4 pp. 
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June 13, 1974 
Mineral Heritage  

Arizona State Fossil 
Adopted 1988, Petrified Wood is Arizona’s state fossil.  Millions of years ago, when much of the area was covered by 
swamps, fallen trees became buried under layers of sediment.  Slowly, over sixty million years, each cell of the plant was re-
placed by quartz, making a brightly colored replica of the original living plant. Petrified wood can be seen in the Petrified For-
est National Monument located north of 1-40 east of Holbrook. 

1538 

Petrified Forest 
 
Located in the eastern part of Arizona, Petrified Forest National Park is a wonderland of spectacular desolation.  Sixty-five miles 
west of Gallup, New Mexico on Interstate 40, Petrified Forest National Park is less than half-a-days drive from the South Rim of 
the Grand Canyon.  Divided into two sections, connected by a half-mile wide strip of land, the Petrified Forest features the Painted 
Desert to the north, and a variety of ancient ruins, petroglyphs, and incredible deposits of fossilized wood to the south. 

The Petrified Forest can be accessed through it's South Entrance off of US Highway 180, and the North Entrance directly off of 
Interstate 40 by taking exit 311.  Made a National Park in 1972, the area was discovered by a United States Army survey team in 
the mid-1800's with amazing stories of a, "painted desert with trees turned to stone."  However, the Painted Desert and Petrified 
Forest's history goes much further back. 

Around 225 million years ago, this region was a grand forest of giant redwood trees located in a flood plain.  A natural disaster of 
catastrophic proportion swept a large number of logs into this region where they were buried in fresh water sediments and silica 
rich volcanic ash.  Over time, the silica laden water seeped into the logs, gradually replacing the wood with silica deposits.  Due to 
a lack of oxygen, sunlight, and extreme pressure, the silica became quartz preserving the logs forever as petrified wood.  Wind, 
erosion, water, and time exposed these petrified trees and they can be easily viewed today. 

There is evidence throughout the park of ancient Native American activity including Puerco Pueblo, located just south of the Santa 
Fe Railroad Tracks, and Newspaper Rock, located about one mile south of Puerco Pueblo.  Puerco Pueblo is a pre-1400 ruin that at 
one time would have contained over 100 rooms and a bustling plaza along the banks of the Puerco River.  There is evidence that 
these Native Americans had contact with both the Hopi and Havasupi Indians.  It is believed that their culture was absorbed by 
one, or both of these tribes. 

By the late 1800's, western expansion brought modern man into the Arizona desert.  Commercial exploitation, treasure hunters, and 
souvenir collectors were rapidly destroying this natural treasure.  A mill was built in near by Holbrook in 1897 to grind the trees 
into abrasives (although several cart loads of raw fossilized material was delivered, it never did go into operation), and in the re-
gion called Crystal Forest, the trees were literally dynamited to bits to extract the semi-precious crystals contained in the wood. 

Today the Petrified Forest is over 93,000 acres of reserved lands that receives almost one-million visitors each year.  The Painted 
Desert Visitors Center located in then northern part of the park offers full amenities including a gas station, restaurant, gift shop, a 
twenty minute film on the park, and a ranger station.  The Rainbow Forest Museum located at the south entrance has a small gift 
shop with a snack bar, and a ranger station.  Water can only be found at these two stations.  The water at the Puerco Pueblo privy is 
not potable. 



The History Of Arizona Through  
United States Postage Stamps 

State Symbols 

  

State Gemstone, Turquoise, adopted 1974 
 
Arizona’s turquoise has been used for centuries by southwest Native Americans for making  
jewelry. 
 
This blue-green stone has a somewhat waxy surface and can be found throughout the state. 

State Fish, The Arizona Trout, adopted 1986 
 
Arizona’s state fish lives in five streams in the White Mountain area.  It measures 8 inches in 
the wild and up to 22 inches in hatcheries.  Once near the brink of extinction, this Arizona na-
tive fish is now listed as a threatened species under the federal Endangered Species Act. 

State Reptile, The Arizona Ridgenose Rattlesnake, adopted 1986 
 
Arizona’s state reptile is a relatively rare snake in the United States and perhaps the most beauti-
ful of all eleven species of rattlesnakes found in Arizona.  The scales on its upturned nose are 
what gives this reptile its name.  It is rarely over 24 inches long or weighs more than three or 
four ounces. 

State Amphibian, The Arizona Treefrog, adopted 1986 
 
Arizona’s state amphibian is one of two native species of treefrog found in Arizona.  Well 
known for it’s climbing abilities, this little creature only three-quarter inches to two inches long. 
 
 

State colors, blue and Old Gold, adopted 1915 
 
The official colors are blue and gold. 

 
State Butterfly, The Arizona Butterfly, adopted 2003 
 
Two-Tailed Swallowtail  

State Neckwear, The Bola Tie, adopted 1973 
 
Arizona’s official state neckwear was invented in Wickenburg, Arizona.  It is worn around the 
neck in the same fashion as a necktie.  It consists of a cord, usually made of braided leather, 
which is held together by a decorative clasp and often has some form of ornament on the ends of 
the cord. 
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Arizona 
Written by Margaret Rowe Clifford 

Composed by Maurice Blumenthal 
 

Come to this land of sunshine 
To this land where life is young. 

Where the wide, wide world is waiting, 
The songs that will now be sung. 
Where the golden sun is flaming 

Into warm, white shining day, 
And the sons of men are blazing 

Their priceless right of way. 
chorus 

Come stand beside the rivers 
Within our valley broad. 

Stand here with heads uncovered, 
In the presence of our God! 
While all around, about us 

The brave, unconquered band, 
As guardians and landmarks 
The giant mountains stand. 

chorus 
Not alone for gold and silver 

Is Arizona great. 
But with graves of heroes sleeping, 

All the land is consecrate! 
O, come and live beside us 

However far ye roam 
Come and help us build up temples 
And name those temples "home." 

chorus 
Sing the song that's in your hearts 

Sing of the great Southwest, 
Thank God, for Arizona 

In splendid sunshine dressed. 
For thy beauty and thy grandeur, 

For thy regal robes so sheen 
We hail thee Arizona 

Our Goddess and our queen. 
 
© 1915 by Margaret Rowe Clifford 
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May 6, 1969 
Moon Surface and Earth—Apollo 8 

Christmas Eve, 1968, Apollo 8 crew televised picture of earth, accompa-
nied by recitation from Genesis.  “In the beginning God…..” 

1371 

On December 24, 1968, the United States flew the first lu-
nar orbit to the far side of the moon on Apollo 8. On board 
was astronaut Frank Borman, from Tucson. The photo-
graph of the earth on the stamp shows the sprawling Ari-
zona desert. The early spacecrafts could not land on air-
fields, but rather had to splash down in the water. The U.S. 
aircraft carrier Yorktown picked up the returning Apollo 
from the ocean. 
 

Borman had circled the earth with James Lovel in Gemini 
7 in 1965 and had performed the first rendezvous 
(meeting) in space with Gemini 6. 

Apollo 8 Astronauts 

Frank Borman in Spacesuit 

February 13, 1926 
Map of United States and Two Mail 
Planes. 

C7 

September 18, 1926 
Map of United States and Two Mail 
Planes. 

C8 

January 25, 1927 
Map of United States and Two Mail 
Planes. 

C9 

The Air-Mail series of 1926 shows 
the United states in geological de-
tail.  The Colorado and Gila rivers 
both can be seen was well as the 
major mountain ranges of Arizona. 
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May 31, 1958 
Geophysical Year 

The 18-month International Geophysical Year was marked by extraordinary sharing of knowledge 
among the world’s scientists.  Human arms from a Michelangelo Fresco.  “The Creation of Adam.” 
with flaming sun background. 

1107 

February 10, 1934 
National Stamp Exhibition 

The second Byrd Antarctica Expedition stamp of 194 shows the completed earth as it appears in the 
Western hemisphere with North America in solid color. 

733 

May 1, 1923 
American Indian 

The first man into the Arizona area, was the Indian.  Although the American Indian has appeared on 
several postage stamps, all have been of the Eastern or Plains tribes.  None have been of Southwest-
ern origin. 

565 
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April 30, 1904 
Map of Louisiana Purchase 

The first stamp to actually show the outline of Arizona was issued in 1904 in com-
memoration of the Louisiana Purchase.  This stamp shows all the states with the 
Louisiana Purchase shaded. 

327 

July 24, 1934 
View of Grand Canyon (Arizona) 

Even more geological detail is shown by the two-cent value of the National Park 
series, issued in 1934 under Postmaster General James A. Farley’s direction.  It is a 
view of Grand Canyon, depicting the temples of Deva, Brahma and Zoroaster, and 
Bright Angle Canyon.  Its first day of issue was the Grand Canyon postal facility of 
July 25. 
 
Northwestern Arizona has one of the world’s greatest natural wonders, the Grand 
Canyon. Several million years ago, the Colorado River began eroding the high pla-
teau, and now the canyon is more than one mile deep and up to 18 miles wide. Ge-
ologists (scientists who study rocks and minerals) use the Grand Canyon as a huge 
laboratory. Each colorful layer of the Canyon’s walls tells a story. Plant and animal 
fossils show that the area was once a sea. More than four million tourists visit the 
Grand Canyon National Park each year, some hiking all the way to the bottom and 
others viewing it from the rim. Still others raft the river and camp on the banks of 
the Colorado, following the example of John Wesley Powell, an early American ex-
plorer of the region. 
 
Discovered in 1540 by Francisco V. de Coronado.  Probably first European to ex-
plore the territories of Arizona and New Mexico.  (One of Coronado’s men, 
Cardenas, discovered the Canyon).  Coronado’s expedition may have left behind 
horse that gradually adjusted to the environment and became wild. 
 

741 
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September 7, 1940 
Coronado Expedition 

Coronado’s 1540 expedition north from Mexico seeking the 7 fabled Cities of Ci-
bola, found no gold, but a wealth of lore about the land up to Kansas. 
 

898 

Spanish explorers came to Arizona because of rumors of great wealth (precious stones and metals). 
They brought missionaries to convert the Native Peoples to Christianity. In 1540, Francisco Coronado 
embarked from the west coast of Mexico with 300 soldiers and 1000 citizens, taking them across the 
hot, dry deserts of Arizona and New Mexico, proceeding all the way to what is now Kansas searching 
for the Seven Cities of Gold. 
 
Many people and animals died on the trip because of heat, sickness, and accidents on the rough land. 
They turned back near Kansas City and never found the promised cities or the gold they hoped for. The 
expedition did discover the Grand Canyon, Bala (BA-ha) and the Gulf of California, many Indian tribes 
(Hopi, Cocopas), and opened up the entire area to be claimed by Spain. 
 
 
Don Antonio de Mendoza sailed to the New World in 1535 to become the first viceroy of New Spain. 
He brought with him young Francisco Vasquez de Coronado. Mendoza gave him several assignments. 
Coronado married Dona Beatriz de Estada, the daughter of the colonial treasurer, and in 1738 was sent 
to Nueva Galicia as its governor. He sent Fray Marcos de Niza to look for the rumored Seven Golden 
Cities of Cibola in 1539. 
 
Fray Marcos went to what is now Arizona and western New Mexico, and returned with a glowing re-
port. This sparked hopes of great riches for New Spain. Don Mendoza appointed Coronado, leader of 
the expedition. 
 
From the small village of Compostela (100 miles northwest of Guadalajara and 25 miles due south of 
Tepic) Coronado gathered a colorful band of 336 soldiers and several hundred Indian allies. They 
headed 350 miles northward to Caliacan. Coronado and a small group set off in advance. Through the 
gorge of Rio Sonora, up the Valle de Sonora toward the upper Gila, trudging through the wilderness of 
eastern Arizona, they finally came to the first of the cities of Cibola, a Zuni pueblo of Hawikuh. This 
was hardly a city of gold. Coronado pushed upward to the upper Rio Grande valley and spent the winter 
in Tiguex. Another group under Cardenas made its way to the Grand Canyon of the Colorado River and 
found some Hopi towns. Still no cities of gold were found. 
 
Indians told of the Gran Quivira, a land rich in gold and silver. Coronado journeyed through Texas, 
across Oklahoma and into Kansas. He went onto the Llano Estacado (Staked Plain), but found no cities 
of gold. He returned in 1542 to report that the north had little to offer. He resumed his governorship of 
Neuva Galicia. 
 
In 1546 he was accused of committing cruel acts against the Indians. He was found innocent of the 
charges. 
 
A 3¢ stamp issued in 1940 commemorates the Coronado expedition. 
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September 25, 1934 
Cliff Palace, Mesa Verde Park (Colorado) 

Ancient Indian cliff dwelling, Meds Verde, Colorado. 
743 

About 2,000 years ago three major groups of prehistoric Native American groups lived in Arizona. They 
were the Hohokam, the Anasazi and the Mogollon peoples. All three groups came as nomads. People al-
ready living here introduced the newcomers to corn. They turned from their nomadic existence and be-
came farmers as well as hunters. They built canals to irrigate their crops and became known for their pot-
tery and basket weaving. New towns were formed throughout the territory. Today the Native Americans of 
Arizona are descendents of these ancient peoples. 

April 13, 1977 
Zia Pot 
1706 

April 13, 1977 
San Lldefonso Pot 

April 13, 1977 
Hopi Pot 

April 13, 1977 
Acoma Pot 

A few other  
Native American 

stamps. 

October 4, 1961 
Frederic Remington 

1187 

November 4, 1968 
American Indian 

1364 

August 15, 1987 
Red Cloud 

2175 

The Hopi tribe is one of the Pueblo nations. They built their communities high on mesas (flat-topped hills) in 
Arizona and New Mexico. One, called Oraibi, is more than 300 years old and is one of the oldest continu-
ously inhabited (lived in) villages in the United States. Most of the tribal members now live on the Hopi Res-
ervation in Arizona which is completely surrounded by that of the Navajo. 
 

Many of the Hopi are farmers. Others produce beautiful jewelry, baskets and pottery. They are famous for 
their Kachina dolls, which bring messages from the gods and are made for coming-of-age ceremonies for the 
girls. In the rich religious rituals of the Hopi, sometimes in round, underground structures called kivas, men 
often dress as Kachina's and perform dances. 
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Ancestors of the Navajo migrated from Canada and Alaska, picking up 
farming skills from Native Americans already in the Southwest. Calling 
themselves “Dine” (dihn EH, “The People”), they began raising sheep 
in the 1600s. The traditional house is the hogan, a semi-domed structure 
made out of mud and logs, and some of the Navajos still live in hogans 
today. 
 
They lived on a vast area of land in Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah, 
and fought hard to keep the ranchers out. Finally, Kit Carson led the U. 
S. Army to destroy their homes and farms, The survivors were sent on 
the “Long Walk” to imprisonment at Fort Sumner, New Mexico. In 
1868, they finally agreed to relocation to a reservation, which is the 
largest in the United States and is located on their original land. 
 
Today, in addition to farming and sheep raising, the tribe manufactures 
beautiful wool rugs and blankets, turquoise jewelry, and runs an elec-
tronic manufacturing plant and lumber mill. Their major source of in-
come, however, is the mining of coal. 

September 4, 1986 
Navajo Art 

Though earthy, natural colors and geometric designs are standard in Navajo blan-
kets, each one is vibrant and imaginative. 

2235, 2236, 2237, 2238 
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September 16, 1960 
Mexican Independence 

Mexican liberty bell was rung by hero Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla when freedom 
from Spain was won, 1810. 
 

1157 

The Spanish ruled Mexico and its territories for 270 years. Father Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla 
started the War for Independence in 1810, crying out the famous “Grito de Dolores” (Cry of 
Dolores) from the steps of his church on September 15. His untrained soldiers were no 
match for the Spanish troops and in 1811, Hidalgo was captured and executed. Not until 
1821 did Mexico attain independence. The event is commemorated today with a reading of 
the “Cry” on September 16 each year. The bell was Hidalgo’s symbol of the fight for inde-
pendence, similar to the U. S. “Liberty Bell.” Father Miguel  

Hidalgo y Costilla  

June 17, 1960 
Palace of the Governors, Santa Fe 

1960 Palace of the Governors was part of the Liberty Issue of stamps showing peo-
ple and places important in the early history of our country. 
 

1031A 

This monument to early Spanish Colonial life was 
built in Santa Fe, New Mexico, in 1610, and is the 
oldest capitol building in the United States. It 
served as the regional Capitol for the Spanish, 
Mexican and United States governments from then 
until 1907.  It was the Capitol when the land that is 
now Arizona and New Mexico became a province 
of Mexico in 1821. It was the Capitol as well, 
when, in 1850, the area became The New Mexico 
Territory of the USA. Today the Palace of the Gov-
ernors is noted for its architecture and many people 
visit it each year. 
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October 16, 1946 
Kearney Expedition 

In 1846, General Stephen W. Kearney’s army of the west took Los Angeles and  
Santa Fe, ending the Mexican war.  In 1912 New Mexico became the 47th state. 

 
944 

In 1846, the United States declared war on Mexico, which controlled a large area of the Southwest. Col. 
Stephen Kearney was ordered to lead the “Army of the West,” conquering Santa Fe before moving on to 
California. Captain Philip Cooke, of the 2nd  Mormon Battalion, occupied Tucson without a fight. 
 
The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in 1848 officially ended the war. The United States paid Mexico 
$15,000,000 for a vast territory of the Southwest, all of it north of the Gila River. It included parts of 
Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, California, Utah and Nevada. 

The land that the United states bought from Mexico in 1948 
was called the Mexican Cession. 
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October 29, 1971 
San Xavier del Bac Mission, Tucson, Arizona 

1971 Historic Preservation Issue.  One of four in the pane, this stamp pays tribute to 
San Xavier del Bac mission in Tucson, Arizona. 

1443 

Pimeria Alta 
 
A large part of what we now know as Arizona and Sonora, Mexico, was known in 
the 1600s as Pimeria Alta (“Upper Land of the Pimas”). Spanish priests brought 
Christianity to the Native Peoples and spread new farming techniques. They intro-
duced new crops such as wheat, lettuce and peppers, along with apples, peaches 
and plums. 
 
The best known priest was Father Kino. He worked in the area for 24 years, walk-
ing an estimated 75,000 miles. He established missions at Tumacacori and San 
Xavier del Bac. Along with his pastoral and farm duties, he also was an explorer. 
He discovered the ruins at Casa Grande and described the Baja peninsula. A statue 
of him represents Arizona in the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D. C., and there is 
also a statue of him in Tucson. 

April 16, 1998 
Cinco de Mayo 

On May 5, 1862, a very poorly equipped Mexican army won an inspiring victory over the French 
at the battle of Puebla.  Today, Mexican Americans celebrate their heritage on this day. 

3203 

Cinco de Mayo 
 
Many of the people who live in Arizona are from Mexico, and they are called Hispanic people. One of their 
favorite holidays is Cinco de Mayo. Emperor Napoleon Ill of France decided to conquer Mexico. His army 
was larger and better equipped than the Mexican forces, but it was defeated on May 5, 1862, at Puebla. 
Still, the French did not leave the country until 1867 and governed for several years from Mexico City. The 
holiday celebrates the initial victory of the Mexican people in 1862. 

Father Kino 
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June 17, 1898 
Trans-Mississippi Exposition 

Frederick Remington pictured U.S. cavalry 
guarding a wagon train. 

289 

June 17, 1898 
Trans-Mississippi Exposition 

Man and beast alike fell victim to the cruel 
and terrible train West. 

290 

The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo of 1848 opened the way for settlement and thousands of 
Americans took the Gila route to the California goldfields.  Prospectors risked death, thirst and 
starvation to explore the Arizona mountains for gold.  The army tried heroically to protect these 
people.  But all too often they were too late with too little aid.  Two of the stamps issued for the 
Trans-Mississippi Exposition illustrate, very well, this period of Arizona history. 

September 30, 1940 
Frederic Remington 

888 

October 9, 1981 
Frederic Remington 

Honors sculptor, painter and writer Frederic 
Remington, best known for capturing life on the 
western plains in his works.  Pictured is his stat-
ute, “Coming Through the Rye.” 

1934 

Frederick Remington: Born October 4, 1861, Canton, New York.  Died: December 26, 1909, near Ridgefield, Connecticut. 
 
Frederic Remington attended private schools before entering the Fine Arts College of Yale. He played varsity football and also 
was a heavyweight boxer. Although Remington participated at the Art Student’s League of New York City, he was mostly self-
taught. 
 
At age 19, he went west in search of frontier adventure and began documenting scenes of the Old West. He was a stickler for au-
thenticity and made detailed sketches. Remington worked as a cowboy and on sheep ranches to make enough money to travel and 
buy art supplies. He was a correspondent for Hearst newspapers during the Spanish-American War in Cuba and also traveled to 
Germany, Russia, and North Africa. 
 
Remington depicted cowboys, frontiersmen and Indians in real-life situations and realistic action. He collected military uniforms 
and equipment, Indian garb and cowboy clothes so he could copy them to the minutest detail. His paintings, such as Smoke sig-
nals, and his bronze sculptures, such as Coming through the Rye, represented animals and people in authentic detail and life-like 
action. His works, especially his paintings and drawings, number in the thousands and are extensively reproduced in prints. 
 
Remington illustrated for leading magazines, and his books are profusely illustrated and well-written. Some examples of his work 
include Pony Tracks, Men with the Bark On and The Way of the Indian. Remington illustrated Francis Parkman’s Oregon Trail, 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s Son of Hiawatha in 1890, and books by Owen Wister. Remington’s nickname, Sackrider, origi-
nated from the way he traveled around on horseback. 
 
He is commemorated on a 1940 10¢ Famous American Artists stamps. 
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November 5, 1948 
Fort Bliss Centennial 

“Post of El Paso” became Ft. Bliss, 1948.  Once the largest U.S. cavalry post, 
today a major missile center. 

976 

During this western movement time that one of the most unusual events took place.  Since this was desert 
country, it was theorized that the camel could be used to transport army supplies.  Sixty camels were im-
ported and used for a number of years. 
 
When the project was discontinued, the camels were turned free to roam at will.  The settlers killed them 
off wherever they found them.  The lat one reportedly was seen in 1907.  The 1948 stamps issued for the 
centennial of the establishment of Fort Bliss shows a number of these camels in its triangular frame de-
sign. 
 
Arizona postal historians will never forget the camel, for it provided one of the most unusual “modes of 
transporting the mail” in American postal annals. 
 
It was in the plateau prairie to the west of the san Francisco Peaks in northern Arizona that an eastbound 
camel train met one headed west and they exchanged mail and some supplies.  The eastbound train paused 
for the interchange when it met the road builders who had started at Sort Smith, Arkansas, and subse-
quently completed a road to the Colorado River. 
 
The eastbound mail carried on camel-back had originated at Fort Tejon near Los Angeles.  The road 
builders than exchanged mail and the camel train headed back to California. 
 
The camels made several trips between Fort Tejon and Albuquerque, New Mexico.  The “camel mail” 
runs were generally regarded as highly successful from a military viewpoint, but they were abandoned 
shortly after the outbreak of the War Between the States.  The wagon road became a key route across Ari-
zona and was followed in a large part by the racks of the Atlantic & Pacific Railroad in 1881-82.  
 
 
 
Fort Bliss (Texas), established in 1857, was named for a Mexican War hero, and originally was an impor-
tant Army Cavalry outpost. Within the left side of the triangle on the stamp honoring the fort is the history 
of transportation in the Old West, with a stagecoach, Conestoga wagon, horsemen, foot travelers, and a 
camel. On the right is motorized travel, including tanks, a truck and an automobile. 
 
Jefferson Davis, U. S. Secretary of War, imported the camel for use in the military. They could carry 
heavy loads long distances without water and were used to build forts, roads, and to carry the mail in the 
desert areas of our country. They were not used very long, however, because they were foul smelling and 
frightened the horses and mules, often stampeding them. They were either turned loose or sold to circuses 
and zoos. 
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December 30, 1953 
Gadsden Purchase Centenary 

Centennial of Purchase of borderland from Mexico to settle a dispute.  The big U.S. 
newspapers of the era were against it; now part of New Mexico and Arizona. 

1028 
After the Mexican War ended, border disputes continued. In addition, there were powerful men who wanted 
to build a railroad across the southern desert. In 1853, the United States paid Mexico $10,000,000 in the 
Gadsen Purchase for the remaining land that is now in Arizona and New Mexico south of the Gila River. 
 
The purchase totaled 30,000 square miles and was named after the U. S. minister to Mexico, James Gadsen. 
This set the southern boundary of the United States. 
 

James Gadsden 
 

Born: May 15, 1788, Charleston, South Carolina.  Died: December 25, 1858, Charleston, South Carolina. 
 

James Gadsden was the grandson of Christopher Gadsden (1724-1805). Christopher Gadsden made himself known at the Conti-
nental Congress at Carpenter’s Hall in Philadelphia in 1774. At the Stamp Act Congress, Chris-topher Gadsden said, “There 
ought to be no New England men, no New Yorker,  known on the continent, but all of us Americans.” 
 
James Gadsden grew up in Charleston. He studied at Yale, graduating in 1806. He went into the merchandising business in 
Charleston. He joined the Army and served through the War of 1812. He held the rank of lieutenant. 
 
During the first period of the Seminole War in Florida, he served as aide to General Andrew Jackson. In 1818, Jackson ordered 
the execution of two British traders, Robert Ambrister and Alexander Arbothnot. It was Gadsden who had uncovered the evi-
dence that convicted them. By 1820, he had risen to the rank of colonel. While he was acting adjutant general in 1822, he re-
signed from the Army. He was well-acquainted with the Florida gulf coast region. 
 
He settled on a plantation in Florida. President James Monroe assigned him the job of relocating Seminole Indians on reserva-
tions in southern Florida. Gadsden remained on this assignment until 1832, when the Seminoles were ordered to go West. This 
led to the second Seminole War of 1834-35. In 1842-43, about 3,800 Seminoles joined as part of the Five Civilized Tribes re-
moved to Indian Territory in Oklahoma. Many, however, remained in Florida. 
 
Gadsden returned to Charleston, where, in 1840, he was made president of the Louisville, Cincinnati & Charleston Railroad, 
which two years later became the South Carolina Railroad Company. He advocated a large transcontinental line. In 1853, he was 
appointed minister to Mexico by Secretary of War Jefferson Davis. He negotiated with Mexican President Antonio Lopez de 
Santa Anna for the purchase of land south of the Gila River that was Mexican land according to the 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo. On April 25, 1854, the Senate approved a little less than 30,000 square miles of what is now the southern quarter of 
New Mexico and Arizona. It was called the Gadsden Purchase to honor Gadsden’s efforts. 
 
The Gadsden Purchase is honored on a 3¢ stamp issued in 1953. 
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November 2, 1995 James K. Polk       2587 

Born: November 2, 1795, near Pineville, North Carolina.  Died: June 15, 1849, Nashville, Tennessee. 
 
James Polk grew up on a farm but was better at book learning than farm chores because of his frail health. After graduation from 
the University of North Carolina in 1818, Polk moved to Tennessee, where he studied law under Felix Grundy. Polk was admit-
ted to the bar in 1820 and practiced law in Columbia, Tennessee. In 1825 he was elected to the first of seven consecutive terms in 
the House of Representatives. In 1839 he was elected governor of Tennessee, but was defeated for re-election in 1841 and 1843. 
 
Polk was expected to become Martin Van Buren’s running mate in 1844, but Van Buren’s stand on Texas alienated Southern 
support. On the ninth ballot the nomination went to Polk, with George M. Dallas of Pennsylvania as his running mate. Polk pro-
ceeded to win the election over Henry Clay and was inaugurated March 4, 1845. The election of Polk was a triumph for the De-
mocratic party. The Whigs had put up Henry Clay, who opposed the annexation of Texas, which Polk had pledged to accomplish. 
 
Polk achieved four major objectives during his term. These included the acquisition of California, the settlement of the Oregon 
question, the reduction of the tariff and the establishment of the independent treasury. He also expanded the Monroe Doctrine to 
exclude all non-American intervention in American affairs, whether forcible or not. 
 
In addition, he forced Mexico into a war that was waged to a successful conclusion with the treaty of Guadeloupe Hidalgo on 
February 2, 1848. This treaty added territory now comprised of New Mexico, Utah and California. The northern half of Oregon 
was yielded to Great Britain, which resulted in the ultimate downfall of Polk and the Democratic party. Zachary Taylor, with 
Millard Fillmore of the Whig party, won the presidency in 1849. Polk retired to his home in Nashville and died in June of that 
year. 
 
James Knox Polk appears on a 1986 22¢ Presidential stamp. 

October 6, 1938 Franklin Pierce       819 

Born: November 23, 1804, Hillsborough, New Hampshire.  Died: October 8,1869, Concord, New Hampshire. 
 
Franklin Pierce was the son of Benjamin Pierce, a prominent New Hampshire Democrat. Pierce graduated from Bowdoin Col-
lege, Brunswick, Maine, in 1824 and was admitted to the bar in 1827. In 1829 Pierce was elected to the state legislature. In 1833 
he was elected to the House of Rep-resentatives. From 1837 until his resignation in 1842, he served in the Senate. 
 
For the next decade he served as U.S. attorney general for his home state and practiced law in Concord. In May 1847, Pierce 
sailed for Veracruz. In July, under General Winfield Scott, Pierce led his volunteers to Mexico City. He suffered a crushed leg at 
the Battle of Churubusco but stayed with his troops until Mexico City was captured. 
 
In 1852 the Democratic party nominated Pierce for the presidency. The inauguration on March 4, 1853, was a triumph of the 
Democratic party. The Whigs chose General Winfield Scott as their candidate. Scott carried only four states. The Whigs never 
recovered from this defeat. 
 
Pierce settled the boundary question with Mexico known as the Gadsden Purchase. For $10 million, the purchase extended the 
Arizona-New Mexico boundary southward from the Guadeloupe Hidalgo treaty. In January 1854, Senator Stephen Douglas of 
Illinois proposed the Kansas-Nebraska bill. Despite opposition, the bill became a law in May 1854, and the controversy over 
slavery heated up. 
 
Also during Pierce’s administration, the ports of Japan were opened to trade. In 1856 the Democratic convention wrested the 
presidential nomina-tion from Pierce, the first president to be denied a second term by his own party. Pierce retired to Concord. 
Franklin Pierce appears on a 1938 l4~ Presidential stamp. 
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On June 22, 1857, the Federal government signed a contract with James E. Birch for mail and passenger 
service from San Antonio, Texas, to San Diego, California, through Tucson, entering southeast Arizona 
through Stein’s Pass. This service, the San Antonio and San Diego Mail, used mules instead of stage-
coaches and was very slow, It lost its business when the government stopped support in 1858 and backed 
the Overland Mail Company instead. 
 
Using stagecoaches and following the same route as the previous company through Tucson, up the Santa 
Cruz River to the Gila, and then across the Colorado River near Yuma, the Overland Mail Company was 
able to cover 2700 miles in 25 days or less. The best time was 16 days, or an average of about seven miles 
an hour. 
 
When the Civil War started and Texas seceded from the Union, the Overland Co. moved its operations 
north of Arizona and never returned to the state. 

August 19, 1982 
Stagecoach 1890’s 

1898 
November 19, 1989 

Universal Postal Congress 
Part of series showing traditional mail 
delivery, above is the stagecoach. 

2434 
The stagecoach was instrumental in mail delivery and regular transportation.  

October 10, 1958   Overland Mail 
Wild-and-woolly stagecoach service for mail and pas-
sengers began operating between Tipton, Missouri and 
San Francisco, in 1858 (Butterfield Overland Mail Ser-
vice).                                 1120 

October 18, 1994    
Overland Mail 

2869p 
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April 3, 1940 
Pony Express Rider 

Pony Express service began between St. Jo-
seph Missouri, and Sacramento, California, 
in 1860.  Mail cost $5 per oz.; 10-day ride of 
1,900 miles took riders through wild, open 
country. 

894 

The most famous of all Pony Expresses—the run between St. 
Joseph, Missouri, and Sacramento, California in the 1860s—
Arizona has attracted worldwide philatelic attention each 
winter through the “star route” mail run between Holbrook 
and Scottsdale. 
 
Known as the “Hashknife Pony Express Mail,” members of 
the Navajo County Sheriff’s Posse — the Hashknife Gang — 
carry the mail on horseback over a 182-mile route from Hol-
brook to Scottsdale. The run is made each year to signal the 
start of the Scottsdale Jaycees’ popular Parada del Sol. 
 
These Hashknife Pony Express runs have captured the imagi-
nation of thousands of stamp collectors who eagerly send 
their addressed envelopes (known in philately as “covers”) to the Holbrook postmaster, who then applies a 
hand-stamped cachet, coupled with a Holbrook postmark. The covers are then carried by the pony riders to 
the Scottsdale post office, where they are then placed into normal mail channels for delivery to the ad-
dresses. In recent years cover requests have been received from such distant points as Saudi Arabia, Israel 
and even the lonely island of St. Helena, where Napoleon 
died in exile. 
 
The 13th annual Hashknife mail run was completed last 
February 5, and another “Star Route” renewal is planned 
for early 1972. At times the Hashknife riders had to break 
trail in drifting snow as deep as 60 inches over the rugged 
Mogollon Rim country in order to reach Scottsdale in 
time. 
 
 
It’s worth mention that Arizona has the last pack animal mail run still operat-ing regularly in the U.S. Postal 
Service. The pack “mail train” serves the village of Supai, nestled in a beautiful valley at the bottom of 
Grand Canyon. 
 
Supai has remained the home of the dwindling tribe of Havasupai Indians for centuries. The depths of the 
canyon and entry by one winding, narrow trail, pro-tected the Havasupais from marauders. 
 
The trail is still the only entry down to the village today. The trip is about 8 miles from the plateau. Mail is 
packed on horses, which then are led down the trail. Two round trips are made each week. 

July 19, 1960 
Pony Express Centennial 

The famed symbol of American postage, the 
Pony express, gave service only 18 months, 
1860-61.  It was outmoded by completion of 
telegraph and RR lines. 

1154 
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August 29, 1949 
Grand Army of the Republic 

Commemorated the final “encampment” of 
the 17 Civil War Union veterans, at Indian-
apolis, Indiana, August 1949.  G.A.R. earlier 
had almost a half-million members. 

985 
Stories from the Past:  Excerpts from the book "Arizona's Heritage", by Jay J. Wagoner published by Peregrine Smith Inc., copy-
right 1978 (out of print) 
 

Civil War in Arizona Territory 
 
On February 28, 1862, Captain S. Hunter and a company of "Arizona Volunteers" from the Confederate Army of Texas Volun-
teers, occupied Tucson. Union sympathizers were given the choice of swearing allegiance to the Confederate States or leaving 
the territory. Hunter took what supplies he needed from Tucson, then proceeded to the Pima villages where he arrested a miller 
named Ammi White and took 1,500 sacks of wheat. He gave the wheat to the Indians since he didn't have any wagons to haul it 
away. While at the Pima Villages, Hunter also captured a Captain William McCleave and nine men who were scouting ahead of 
the Union's California Column. 
 
Captain William P. Calloway, and troops under him, were sent to rescue Capt. McCleave, but arrived too late. On the way, 
Calloway's troops came across Confederates destroying hay at Stanwix Station approx. 80 miles east of Yuma. Shots were ex-
changed and a California Private was wounded before the rebels retreated. This encounter at Stanwix Station was not a battle the 
size of Gettysburg, nor Bull Run, but it was the western-most skirmish between soldiers during the Civil War. 
 
From the Pima villages, Capt. Calloway sent two Lieutenants with cavalrymen, to capture Confederate soldiers remaining in the 
area. At Picacho Peak, approx. 45 miles northwest of Tucson, Lieutenant James Barrett caught up with the Confederates. A fierce 
battle was fought on April 15, 1862, that lasted only a few minutes, but Barrett and two Union Privates were killed and three oth-
ers wounded. No Confederates were killed, but two were wounded and three captured. The remaining Confederates escaped to 
Tucson. 
 
The California Column moved into Tucson on May 20, 1862 without a shot being fired. Hunter had departed two weeks earlier, 
realizing that his small Confederate force was no match for the 1,800-man California Column. 
 
Note:  Actually, the biggest battle of the Civil War in Arizona Territory was fought on July 15, 1862, at Apache Pass. The Sec-
ond Detachment consisting of 126 California volunteers was ambushed by Apaches led by Mangas Coloradas and Cochise. As 
the soldiers approached a spring of water, the Indians fired on them from behind the rocks along the rim of the canyon. However, 
the Indian weapons had no chance against the Army's Howitzer shells. 
 
Therefore, Arizona historically had two battles and one skirmish that took place during the Civil War. 

May 30, 1951 
Confederate Veterans Final Reunion 

Stamp was issued on May 30m 1951, date of 
the last reunion of the U.C.V.  It is identical, 
but for wording and color, to the G.A.G. is-
sue two years earlier. 

998 

June 29, 1995 
Jefferson Davis-Civil War  

At the outbreak of the Civil War, Arizona was part of the New Mexico Territory. In Au-
gust of 1861, Lt. Col. John Baylor seized Mesilla, New Mexico, for the Confederacy. 
Meanwhile, the Federal troops had been called back East to defend the Union, leaving 
much of Arizona unprotected from hostile Indian and Confederate attacks. Baylor set up 
the Arizona Guard to defend the Territory. 
 
If February 1862, after Jefferson Davis declared Arizona part of the Confederacy, Tucson 
was occupied by Confederate troops. Sympathies of many of the citizens were with the 
South, and there was no resistance. 
 
In April of 1862, Federal and Confederate troops baffled at Picacho Pass, about 40 miles 
northwest of Tucson, and near the present day area of Red Rock. It was the western-most 
battle of the Civil War. The battle was a draw, but marked the beginning of the retreat and 
withdrawal of the Confederates. In May, Federal troops under Joseph R. West advanced 
from California and occupied Tucson. 
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November 19, 1954 
Abraham Lincoln 

1036 

Abraham Lincoln (February 12, 1809—April 15, 1865), sometimes called Abe Lincoln and nicknamed 
Honest Abe, the Rail Splitter, and the Great Emancipator, was an American politician who served as the 
16th President of the United States (1861 to 1865), and the first president from the Republican Party. Lin-
coln opposed the expansion o slavery  and oversaw the Union war effort during the American Civil War. 
He selected the generals and approved their strategy; selected senior civilian officials; supervised diplo-
macy, patronage and party operations; rallied public opinion through messages and speeches such as the 
Gettysburg address.  Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg address was one of his most famous speeches and was 
delivered in a very short time but had a lasting impact on U.S. history. b; After the Gettysburg Address 
Abraham Lincoln and took personal charge of plans for the abolition of slavery and the Reconstruction  of 
the Union. He was assassinated as the war ended, becoming a martyr  and an icon of American nationalism. 
 
In March 1862, the U.S. House of Representatives, now devoid of the southern delegates and controlled by 
Republicans, passed a bill to create the United States Arizona Territory using the north-south border of the 
107th meridian. The use of a north-south border rather than an east-west one had the effect of denying a de 
facto ratification of the Confederate Arizona Territory. The house bill stipulated that Tucson was to be capi-
tal. It also stipulated that slavery was to be abolished in the new territory. The Arizona Organic Act passed 
the Senate in February 1863 without the Tucson-as-capital stipulation, and was signed into law by President 
Abraham Lincoln on February 24, the date of the official organization of the US Arizona Territory. The 
first capital was at Fort Whipple, followed by Prescott,  Tucson, and in 1889 it was moved to Phoenix. 

A few of the many Abraham Lincoln postage stamps. 

April 22, 1960 
Abraham Lincoln-Air Post 

C59 

November 19, 1965 
Abraham Lincoln 

1282 
February 12, 1954—1113 
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John Wesley Powell 
 

Thus the Grand Canyon is a land of song, mountains of music swell in the rivers, hills of music murmur in 
the rills that ripple over the rocks. Altogether it is a symphony of multitudinous melodies. All this is the mu-
sic of waters. 
   —John Wesley Powell 
 
In 1869 John Wesley Powell, a geologist, explored the canyons of the Green and Colorado Rivers. In doing 
so, he opened up the last of the unknown areas in the continental United States. 
 
Born in New York, he went to college and then enlisted in the army. His arm had to be amputated when he 
was wounded in the Battle of Shiloh in the Civil War. He then wounded in the Battle of Shiloh in the Civil 
War. He then became a professor of geology in Illinois and later became director of the Bureau of Ethnol-
ogy, a department created because of his research on Indian culture. 
 
In 1881 Powell was appointed director of the U.S. Geological Survey. He helped start the National Geo-
graphic Society. He received the highest honor for a scientist when he was elected president of the Ameri-
can Association for the Advancement of Science. He died in 1902 and was buried in Arlington National 
Cemetery in Virginia. 

August 1, 1969 
John Wesley Powell 

Noted geologist, ethnologist and conservationist led a dangerous expedition down the Grand 
Canyon, a thousand miles along the Green and Colorado Rivers. 

1374 

October 12, 1990 
Grand Canyon 

This is how the Grand Canyon might have appeared to early explorers of the American southwest. 
2512 

Arizona’s climate is dry with most of the state receiving less than 15 inches of rain each year. Warm winter 
temperatures in the southern desert regions make tourism a 10 billion-dollar industry, when combined with 
the summer attraction of the Grand Canyon National Park. 
 
Retired people moved to Arizona to take advantage of the great outdoor living opportunities such as golf 
and tennis. The dry desert also is ideal for the aerospace industry where testing planes and training pilots is 
so important and weather-dependent. Several world-renowned astronomical observatories sit atop the higher 
mountains in the south, where the air is clear. The observatories are leaders in studying our universe. 
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October 18, 1994 
Legends of the West 

Kit Carson captures approximately 7,000 Navajo Indians in Canyon de Chelly, forcing them to leave Ari-
zona.                    2869n 
 
 
Kit Carson was a famous fur trader, Western scout and army leader. Early in his career he battled the 
Mexican soldiers in the Mexican-American War. Later he fought the Confederate Army in New Mexico. 
In the 1860s he was ordered to move the Apache to reservations, as they were a threat to the settlers. He 
captured about 400 Apaches and sent them to New Mexico. He quickly followed this with a campaign 
against the Navajos, forcing thousands on to a reservation. After he became ill in 1867, he resigned from 
the army and he died the next year. 
 

August 11, 1994 
Canyon De Chelly 

UX176 
 

The Northern region of Arizona is called the Colorado Plateau Zone. A plateau is a large area of high flat 
land. Rivers have carved deep canyons through this region. The Colorado River has carved the Grand Can-
yon here. Another famous canyon is Canyon de Chelly (pronounced d’SHAY). Carved knobs, rounded 
domes and fall rock spires have earned part of it the name Monument Valley. The Painted Desert and Petri-
fied Forest National Park are also found in this region. The Mogollon Rim marks the southern edge of the 
Colorado Plateau. The highest point in Arizona is here, Humphrey’s Peak at 12,633 feet. 
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May 10, 1944 
Railroad Commemorative 

75th anniversary of the first trans-continental railroad, when the Union and Central 
pacific R. R.’s were joined with a golden spike, Promontory, Utah. 

922 
Arizona’s Railroads 

 
Because most of the stagecoach lines that connected Arizona with the rest of the nation had closed 
down, the United States wanted to build a railroad through the southern part of the state. At a cost 
of more than $10,000,000 the mainly Chinese workers on the Southern Pacific laid down tracks 
during the hot summer, using tongs to handle the burning rails. 
 
They proceeded from San Diego through Yuma, completing the tracks to Tucson by 1880. To cele-
brate the occasion, a last spike, made from silver from the Tough Nut Mine in Tombstone, was 
driven to complete the route. From there, the tracks proceeded east to New Orleans. 
 
By 1885, the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad Company had built a second transcontinental 
railroad across the northern part of the state, through Flagstaff. Now Arizona was connected to the 
rest of the nation, and could transport goods to support the agricultural and mining industries of the 
state. 

A few other railroad stamps. 

August 16, 1988 
Railroad Mail Car 

2265 

February 3, 1984 
Caboose 1890s 

1905 

May 20, 1982 
Locomotive 1870’s 

1897A 

March 25, 1983 
Handcar 

1898 

February 29, 1988 
Conestoga Wagon 

2252 

Travel in the West 
 

Travel to and throughout the West was difficult. The pioneers 
moved their belongings in canvas-covered wagons built in the 
Conestoga Valley of Pennsylvania as they spread from the East to 
the West coasts. They were called Conestoga wagons. Another name 
was “The Camel of the Prairies” because they could carry heavy 
loads a long way. 
 

Pulled by four to six horses, the wheels could be removed and the 
wagons could be used as boats to get across the many rivers they 
had to ford. Horses and mules were very important as well, and 
many men measured their worth by the number of such animals they 
owned. 
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October 18, 1994 
Legends Of The West 

Geranimo 
2869m 

With the end of the war, the army took up the job of making peace with the Indians.  It was not until 
1886 when General George Crook brought Geronimo under control, that settlers were safe. 
 
 
The Apache Nation consisted of a group of nomadic tribes of Native Americans, gathering wild plants 
and hunting game. The tribes included the White Mountain, Jicarilla (hee-ka-REE-ya), Mescalero, and 
the San Carlos Apache. Their Nation spanned southern New Mexico, Arizona, and northern Mexico. 
 
The lived in thatched huts or tepees that could be easily moved. The tribe became famous for its fierce 
resistance to foreign invasion of their lands, beginning with the Spanish. Settlements and isolated farms 
were in constant threat from their raids. So were other Native American villages. 
 
Geronimo, a fine horseman, and Cochise were two very famous chiefs, both of whom led raids during 
the 1860s and ‘70s. The U.S. Army finally subdued the many bands of Apache and settled them on reser-
vations, mainly in Arizona. Today the tribes earn most of their money from mining of mineral deposits 
on the reservation. They also have lumber companies and raise cattle. 

Geranimo 

Geranimo and General Crook at meeting talking surrender. 
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June 10, 1927 
Ulysses S. Grant 

823 

John J. Pershing was a very famous general in the U.S. Army. He was a second 
lieutenant in the 6th Cavalry when he started his career fighting the Apache out 
of Fort Huachuca in southern Arizona. Pershing served in foreign countries and 
tried to capture the Mexican bandit, Pancho Villa, in 1916. He led the American 
troops in World War I. He was awarded the title “General of the Armies of the 
United States,” a title given to only one other man, George Washington. Other 
U.S. generals have the rank of “Generals of the Army.” 

November 17, 1961 
John J. Pershing 

1042A 

Fort apache in the east-central part of Arizona was established by the War Department, January 31, 1870, 
“as a reservation for the roving Apache Indians of New Mexico and Arizona.”  Area laid out on advice of 
Col. Green, 1st Cavalry, in consultation with Vincent Collyer, U. S. Indian Commissioner, who visited 
Camp Apache in September 1871.  Executive order establishing its issued by President Grant, November 
9, 1871. 
 
 
In 1874, Ulysses S. Grant issued a patent for the site of Phoenix and the city was officially incorporated 
on Feb. 15, 1881. Phoenix was surveyed and lots were established within the 96 blocks of the town site. 
It remained a small farming community until the 1930s when tourism began to flourish due to the warm 
climate, healthy environment and the completion of the Arizona Biltmore Hotel. 
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October 27, 1948 
Rough Riders 

50th anniversary of the 1st volunteer U. S. Cavalry, famed for the San Juan Hill 
(Cuba) foot-charge, Spahish0-American War (1898), led by Teddy Roosevelt, others. 

973 

William “Bucky” O’Neill 
 
Captain William “Bucky” O’Neill, from St. Louis, was editor of the Phoenix Herald and a court reporter. 
He later moved to Prescott, where he was both mayor and sheriff. He fearlessly led posses all over the 
territory capturing Apaches and outlaws. He was editor of the Arizona Miner and the cattleman’s Hoof 
and Horn, He also worked for a mining company. He was a probate judge and ran unsuccessfully for 
Congress at least twice. 
 
“Bucky” joined Theodore Roosevelt’s Rough Riders. They were 1000 men (“born adventurers”) re-
cruited and trained in the West who played a major part in winning the Spanish American War of 1898. 
Bucky was killed when he foolishly stood up in the face of heavy enemy fire during a baffle. In describ-
ing him after his death, Roosevelt said he was an “Arizona miner, scout, judge, sheriff, mayor, gambler, 
dead shot, soldier, hero, and all around good fellow.” He is depicted on the statue, which stands in Pres-
cott. The sculptor was Solon H. Borglum, brother of the man who created the sculptures at Mt. Rushmore 
in South Dakota. 

Solon Hannibal Borglum 
Born: December 22, 1868, Ogden, Utah.  Died: Jan. 31, 1922, Norwalk, Connecticut 

 
Solon Borglum was the fourth child of six sons and three daughters of Danish immigrants 
to Utah. His father was a woodcarver, who later became a physician and practiced at Fre-
mont, Nebraska. Borglum was the older brother, by three years, of the more famous Gut-
zon Borglum and uncle of the well-respected sculptor and photographer James Lincoln 
Borglum. 
Solon Borglum’s early schooling was at Fremont and Omaha and at Creighton College. At 
age 16, he was sent to western Nebraska as a cowboy on his father’s 6,000-acre ranch, 
where he learned the form and movements of horses. His brother Gutzon, returning from 
Paris, saw Solon’s drawings and urged him to take up art. Solon worked with his brother 
and moved to Santa Ma, California. One day a week he worked in his studio. The rest of 
the week he hobnobbed with the local Indians in the Sierra Madre Mountains. He made 
enough money to study at the Art Academy in Cincinnati and to study live horses at the 
United States Mail stables. 
 
He studied under Louis F. Ribisso from 1895 to 1897 in the Cincinnati art school and in 
Paris under Emmanuel Fremiet, whose influence turned Borglum to sculpting figures of 
animals. He spent six months studying under Denys Puech at 1’Acadelflie Julien.  
 
On December 10, 1898, he married Emma Vignal in Paris. The next summer the couple 
lived with the Sioux Indians on the Cow Creek Reservation located in central South Da-
kota. Borglum’s sculptures centered around Indi-ans, cowboys, horses and cattle. Other 
works of note were Soldiers and Sailors Monument, Danbury, Connecticut, and the Hurley 
Monument, Topeka, Kan-sas. He could also carve in marble and in wood. Five colossal 
portrait busts of generals of the Civil War by Borglum are in the Vicksburg National Park. 
During World War I, he was too old to serve as a soldier, so he served as secretary to the 
Young Men’s Christian Association. For his services, he was honored with the Croix de 
Guerre for courage under fire. 
 
Borglum died in 1922, a few days after an operation for acute appendicitis at the relatively 
young age of 54.  His Rough Riders statue in Prescott, Arizona, is shown on a 1948 stamp. 

August 11, 1952 
Mt. Rushmore 

Mount Rushmore Memorial 
Gutzon Borglum carved. 
Washington, Jefferson, Lin-
coln and T. Roosevelt; 25th 
anniversary of dedication. 

1011 
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April 22, 1994 
Buffalo Soldiers 

Despite extreme hardships, the black cavalry and infantry men who became known as the Buffalo Soldiers, 
were among the most-decorated soldiers in the U.S. military history. 

2818 

Buffalo Soldiers 
 
In 1866 African Americans in the army were formed into cavalry and infantry regiments. Sent west to pro-
tect the pioneers and catch outlaws, they were given the name “Buffalo Soldiers” by the Native Americans, 
either out of respect because the buffalo was the most important animal to the Indians or because of their 
short, curly hair, similar to the buffalo. 
 
Other duties included protecting the border between the United States and Mexico, breaking and training 
wild horses at Ft. Huachuca, and playing in bands at sporting events, dances, concerts and parades from 
Texas to California. They rescued Theodore Roosevelt’s Rough Riders in the battle of San Juan Hill in Cuba 
during the Spanish American War in 1898, and fought in World War II. The Army was desegregated in the 
early 1950s. 

Pictures of Real Buffalo soldiers, by Ines and Jack 
Fraser.  Their children, Daphne and Richard are 
shown playing with the soldiers.  Between 1913 to 
1917 in Oro Blanco Mining District at Los Alamos 
mine in Southern Arizona.  
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October 5, 1973  Rural America, Angus Cattle  1504 
First of a series of three stamps commemorating Rural America; saluting 100th anniversary of introduc-
tion of the Angus and Longhorn cattle into U.S. 

 

June 18, 1998  1898 Trans-Mississippi Stamps, Centennial 
This 1998 stamp was a reissue of the 1898 Trans-Mississippi Issue.  The nine stamps of the sheet each show 
a scene repenting how America west of the Mississippi River was settled and developed.  Farming in the 
west shows how neighboring farmers would gather to help one another harvest crops. 

3209 
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February 14, 1962 
Arizona Statehood 

Became 48th State, 1912.  Part of New Mexico Territory until 1983.  Known for 
cactus, Painted Desert & Grand Canyon. 

1192 

Steps to Statehood 
 

Constitutional conventions met in the New Mexico Territory to consider Arizona statehood as early as 
1891. Congress wanted the territories to come into the Union as one state, but a vote in Arizona rejected 
the idea. Finally in 1910, Congress authorized the election of delegates to a state Constitutional Conven-
tion in Phoenix. 
 

George Hunt was president of the Convention and went on to become the first governor when Arizona 
finally became a state. 
 

The U. S. Congress passed the first resolution authorizing the state of Arizona on August 10, 1911, but 
it was vetoed by President William H. Taft. After more discussions, a second resolution was approved, 
and on February 14, 1912, Arizona was proclaimed a state. We celebrate Arizona statehood on Valen-
tine’s Day each year. 
 
Not until February 14, 1962, was Arizona honored with its own personal postage stamp.  This stamp, 
with a first-day-of issue at Phoenix, commemorated the 50th anniversary of statehood.  A desert night 
scene showing a blooming saguaro cactus, which bears the state flower, was the featured element of the 
design. 

William Howard Taft was Presi-
dent when Arizona became a state 
in February 1912. 

June 4, 1930 
William H. Taft 

685 

July 4, 1957 
Old Glory (48 Stars) 

Marked 45 years of this flag; first stamp to be printed on the 
new Giori rotary press, which is capable of printing three colors 
simultaneously.  1094 
Arizona was admitted to the Union (United Slates) as the forty-
eighth state on February 14, 1912. In size, it is the sixth largest 
stale. The word Arizona comes from “Arizonac” which is an 
Indian word meaning “small spring.” The capital is Phoenix. 
The 2000 census shows the population of Arizona as 5,130,632. 
The largest cities are Phoenix, with more than two million per-
sons, and Tucson, with 834,746. 
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September 30, 1935 
Boulder Dam 

Issued on dedication of Boulder Dam on Colorado River; name changed to Hoover Dam in 1947.  The 
1935 Boulder Dam issue commemorates the dedication of the largest dam on the Colorado River.  Its 
name was changed in 1933 to boulder dam, which appears on the stamp.  Its original name, Hoover 
dam was restored in 1947 

774 

The Colorado River is the longest river west of the Rocky Mountains. To control the seasonal flow of 
water, the Hoover Dam was constructed in Boulder Canyon. Completed in 1936, for a time it was 
called Boulder Dam, but was officially named the Hoover Dam in 1947. Water from the dam not only 
turns huge generators producing hydroelectric power for the West but it also forms a large recreational 
lake called Lake Mead. II provides water to the Central Arizona Project (C.A.P.) which has a series of 
canals crossing the desert to bring water to the farms and cities of the slate, including Phoenix and 
Tucson. 

July 26, 1945 
Franklin D. Roosevelt and the “Little White 

House” at Warm Springs, Georgia. 
The vertical format stamp (Boulder Dam) was is-
sued by the direction of President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and shows the dam harnessing the river 
with Lake Mead in the background. 

930 
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October 27, 1945 
Navy Commemorative 

Smiling seamen in “simmer shites,” dramatic contrast to the violent mood of the mighty World War II 
navel battles where they and their mates made history. 

935 

Three residents of Arizona have been shown on postage stamps.  Two of these were quite accidental 
and unintentional.  The first is Charles Atkinson, a Phoenix postal clerk, who was with a group of sail-
ors photographed at the Corpus Christi (Texas) Naval Station as they were awaiting their ID cards.  
This photograph was, by chance, picked from among numerous ones submitted by the Navy Depart-
ment for use as the central design of the Navy stamp in the 1945 Armed Forces series.   
 
Mr. Atkinson is the sailor shown at the left center of the stamp’s vignette.  Only tow other sailors in the 
picture have been correctly identified.  They were Charles’ buddies; all three had enlisted at the same 
time in Kansas City, Missouri. 

July 11, 1945 
Marines Raising American Flag on Mount Suribachi, Iwo Jima, from a photograph by Joe Rosenthal 

Iwo Jima Commemorative Marines raise flag atop Suribachi on Iow Jima; the Leathernecks lost 5,800 
men on the i8sland. 

929 

Five U.S. Marines are shown raising the United States flag on Mt. Suribachi, Iwo Jima, February 23, 
1945. One of them was PFC Ira H. Hayes of the Tohono O’Odham Nation of Arizona. The flag raising 
followed a very hard battle in World War II with the loss of many lives. 
 
The moment was photographed by Joe Rosenthal, and he won a Pulitzer Prize 
for the photo. If was the basis for the stamp and also the model for the World 
War II Memorial in Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia. The first flag 
used was too small and hard to see, so six men raised a larger one about two 
hours later. It is the first time a United States flag flew over the Empire of Ja-
pan. 
 
Three of the other original Marines were later killed in battle. PFC Hayes died 
in 1955. The last survivor of the six died in 1994. 
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August 17, 1992 
World War II 

1992 World War II Commemorative Sheet:  1942 Into Battle, One of the ten stamps on the sheet hon-
ors the cryptographers who broke the Japanese codes. 

2697f 
The Code Talkers 

 
During World War II, keeping plans from the enemy was a real problem because they could intercept radio messages. Many differ-
ent kinds of codes were devised, but none of them were foolproof. 
 
In 1942, the Marines realized that they could use men speaking the Navajo language to send messages. It was a “hidden language” 
because it had no written form, no alphabet, and there were many different ways of speaking it (dialects). More than 400 Navajo 
young men eagerly volunteered to join the Marines, and served with honor in the Pacific war against the Empire of Japan. In addi-
tion to being good fighters, they sent messages of vital importance in all the big battles, including Iwo Jima. The Japanese never 
were able to figure out the messages. 
 
Guadalcanal, Tarawa, Peleliu, Iwo Jima: the Navajo code talkers took part in every assault the U.S. Marines conducted in the Pa-
cific from 1942 to 1945. They served in all six Marine divisions, Marine Raider battalions and Marine parachute units, transmitting 
messages by telephone and radio in their native language -- a code that the Japanese never broke. 
 
The idea to use Navajo for secure communications came from Philip Johnston, the son of a missionary to the Navajos and one of 
the few non-Navajos who spoke their language fluently. Johnston, reared on the Navajo reservation, was a World War I veteran 
who knew of the military's search for a code that would withstand all attempts to decipher it. He also knew that Native American 
languages--notably Choctaw--had been used in World War I to encode messages. 
 
Johnston believed Navajo answered the military requirement for an undecipherable code because Navajo is an unwritten language 
of extreme complexity. Its syntax and tonal qualities, not to mention dialects, make it unintelligible to anyone without extensive 
exposure and training. It has no alphabet or symbols, and is spoken only on the Navajo lands of the American Southwest. One esti-
mate indicates that less than 30 non-Navajos, none of them Japanese, could understand the language at the outbreak of World War 
II. 
 
Early in 1942, Johnston met with Major General Clayton B. Vogel, the commanding general of Amphibious Corps, Pacific Fleet, 
and his staff to convince them of the Navajo language's value as code. Johnston staged tests under simulated combat conditions, 
demonstrating that Navajos could encode, transmit, and decode a three-line English message in 20 seconds. Machines of the time 
required 30 minutes to perform the same job. Convinced, Vogel recommended to the Commandant of the Marine Corps that the 
Marines recruit 200 Navajos. 
 
In May 1942, the first 29 Navajo recruits attended boot camp. Then, at Camp Pendleton, Oceanside, California, this first group 
created the Navajo code. They developed a dictionary and numerous words for military terms. The dictionary and all code words 
had to be memorized during training. 
 
Once a Navajo code talker completed his training, he was sent to a Marine unit deployed in the Pacific theater. The code talkers' 
primary job was to talk, transmitting information on tactics and troop movements, orders and other vital battlefield communications 
over telephones and radios. They also acted as messengers, and performed general Marine duties. 
 
Praise for their skill, speed and accuracy accrued throughout the war. At Iwo Jima, Major Howard Connor, 5th Marine Division 
signal officer, declared, "Were it not for the Navajos, the Marines would never have taken Iwo Jima." Connor had six Navajo code 
talkers working around the clock during the first two days of the battle. Those six sent and received over 800 messages, all without 
error. 
 
The Japanese, who were skilled code breakers, remained baffled by the Navajo language. The Japanese chief of intelligence, Lieu-
tenant General Seizo Arisue, said that while they were able to decipher the codes used by the U.S. Army and Army Air Corps, they 
never cracked the code used by the Marines. The Navajo code talkers even stymied a Navajo soldier taken prisoner at Bataan. 
(About 20 Navajos served in the U.S. Army in the Philippines.) The Navajo soldier, forced to listen to the jumbled words of talker 
transmissions, said to a code talker after the war, "I never figured out what you guys who got me into all that trouble were saying." 
 
In 1942, there were about 50,000 Navajo tribe members. As of 1945, about 540 Navajos served as Marines. From 375 to 420 of 
those trained as code talkers; the rest served in other capacities. 
Navajo remained potentially valuable as code even after the war. For that reason, the code talkers, whose skill and courage saved 
both American lives and military engagements, only recently earned recognition from the Government and the public. 
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October 27, 1958 
Forest Scene 

Honored 100th anniversary of birth of ardent conservationist Theodore Roosevelt, and American For-
estry Association.  October 27, 1858 Was Theodore Roosevelt’s birthday. 

1122 
The mountains in the mountain zone of the central region range from 4,000 to 6,000 feet in elevation. 
The mountain ranges are generally about 75 miles long, and are separated from the next range by nar-
row valleys. The forests on the mountains are less dense than on the southern (higher) mountains. 
 
Ninety percent of Arizona’s mining activity has taken place in the central area. Copper, gold, and silver 
are still actively mined here. Most of the forested areas of Arizona (about one-fourth of the state) are 
also found in these mountains. 

November 18, 1955 
Theodore Roosevelt 

1039 

October 27, 1922 
Theodore Roosevelt 

557 

December 8, 1938 
Theodore Roosevelt 

830 

Theodore “Teddy” Roosevelt was president of the United States from 1901 to 1908, and up to that time 
was the youngest man ever elected to the Presidency. He established the Grand Canyon National Game Re-
serve and the U.S. Forest Service, and was very active in conservation projects. Roosevelt authorized the 
Roosevelt Dam on the Salt River in Arizona, dedicating it in 1911. The dam is used for flood control, water 
storage, and power production. The water reservoir also serves recreational needs in the State. 
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April 17, 1940 
Dr. Walter Reed 

Famous American Scientists 
877 

Walter Reed 
 
Walter Reed was an army surgeon who spent part of his career at Fort Huachuca in Sierra Vista and 
Fort Lowell in Tucson. He had a questioning mind and was a great scientist. He worked hard to find 
out how diseases spread in the Army. Typhoid fever and yellow fever were two diseases that often 
made the soldiers so sick they couldn’t fight. Reed found how to prevent the typhoid bacteria from 
spreading and how to control the mosquifos that spread yellow fever, thus helping the army to be more 
effective. The U.S. Army Hospital in Washington, D.C., is named after him. 

                         October 14, 1969 
                          Dwight D. Eisenhower 

“Ike” rose to the Presidency through a career in the military.  Graduated 
from west Point, 1915; supreme commander of Allies in Europe, 1943. 

1383 
President Eisenhower was responsible for starting the Interstate Highway System in the United States.  
This affected Arizona extensively with the creation of I-8, I-10, I-17, I-19, I-40 and I-15 through the Vir-
gin River Gorge is a scenic wonder through a 500 million-year-old gorge. Construction of I-15, which 
opened in 1973, included re-channeling the Virgin River 12 times. "Somehow," Arizona Highways maga-
zine said in 1988, construction of I-15 "enhanced rather than distracted from nature's handiwork."   
 
Eisenhower also was part of a convoy that retraced the cross-country route taken by then Lt. Colonel 
Dwight D. Eisenhower as part of an Army convoy in 1919. 
 
That difficult trip was one of the reasons President Eisenhower later lead efforts to fund and build the 
modern interstates, now officially called the “Dwight D. Eisenhower System of Interstate and Defense 
Highways.” Eisenhower signed the Federal Aid Highway Act on June 29, 1956, allowing the massive 
construction program to move forward. 

               Virgin River 
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June 8, 1966 
Frank Lloyd Wright and Guggenheim Museum, New York 

1280 

Frank Lloyd Wright 
 
Frank Lloyd Wright, an architect born in Wisconsin, developed a style of buildings which blended well 
with the low, long horizons of the west. It was called the “Prairie Style.” Many of his works became 
very famous. He built one building in Tokyo, Japan, that would be able to resist earthquakes. His most 
famous work is the Guggenheim Museum in New York City. 
 
Wright built Two work studios, one in Wisconsin (Taliesin East) and one in Scottsdale, Arizona 
(Taliesin West). In Arizona, some of the roofs are made of canvas, and the entire group of buildings 
blends with the beautiful surrounding desert and mountains. It is a major tourist attraction. 

January 26, 1982 
Robert Milikan 

1866 

Roy Anderson of Sedona 
 
The seventh stamp in the Great Americans series honored Dr. Robert A. Millikan, the eminent scien-
tist, professor, administrator and a key figure in the development of the California Institute of Technol-
ogy.  Millikan won the Nobel Prize in Physics in 1923 for isolating and measuring the electron and for 
his research on the phenomenon responsible for photo-electric-eye.”  The stamp, designed by Roy An-
dersen of Sedona, Arizona, was issued at Caltech in Pasadena, California, on January 26, 1982. 
 
 
 
Known as a western painter, Roy Anderson is known for his paintings of Crow, Cheyenne, and Apache 
Indians. He began his career as an illustrator and then went West to pursue fine art. He has also painted 
murals for the National Park Service, Pecos National Monument and the Royal Saudi Arabia Naval 
headquarters. 
  
Andersen grew up on an apple farm in New Hampshire and learned about Indian customs from his 
many hours spent at the Chicago Museum of Natural History. 
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March 23, 1990 
John Wayne—Stagecoach 

John Wayne owned a number of ranches in Arizona, including the "Red Eye Ranch" operated by his 
Red River Land Company, in Stanfield.  He also filmed many of his movies in Arizona and used “Old 
Tucson” in many of his movies. 

2448 
John Wayne 

Born: May 26, 1907, Winterset, Iowa.  Died: June 11, 1979, Los Angeles, California 
 
Marion Michael Morrison hardly seemed a fit name for a tall, tough cowboy and soldier intent on fighting 
bands of holdout Indians, boomtown outlaws and enemies of his country. Thus, in true Hollywood fashion, 
Morrison was renamed John Wayne. He began his motion picture career as a prop boy in 1927, at age 20. 
For 10 years, he made 40 second-and third-rate cowboy pictures. These prepared him for Stagecoach, John 
Ford’s paradig-matic Western, filmed in 1939. In the movie, Wayne portrayed the Ringo Kid. 
 
Wayne’s acting career spanned 50 years. It took those 50 years to film more than 200 titles, most of which 
were directed by John Ford and Howard Hawks, who escalated Wayne to superstardom. Wayne, who was 
affection-ately called the Duke, dominated every scene. 
 
During the presidency of Richard M. Nixon in the 1970s, Wayne supported the U.S. involvement in Viet-
nam. 
 
Not all of his films were Westerns. He symbolized American heroism in such films as The Sands of Iwo 
Jima in 1949 and The Green Berets in 1968. His Westerns included Stagecoach, The Long Voyage Home in 
1940, Reap the Wild Wind in 1942, Red River in 1948 and in 1949, She Wore a Yellow Ribbon, followed by 
Quiet Man in 1952. 
 
In 1962 Wayne made three notable movies: The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance, Hatari and The Longest 
Day. The Cowboys was released in 1972, when Wayne was 65. In 1964, he developed lung cancer. In 1969 
he played Marshall Rooster Cogburn in True Grit, which won an Academy Award. Wayne’s last movie 
was The Shootist. In this 1976 movie, he portrayed the life of a terminally ill gunfighter. It was truly an epi-
taph for him. In January 1979, Wayne had major surgery. In April, he presented the award for best picture 
at the Academy Awards ceremony. It was his final public appearance. 
 
On June 4, 1979, President Jimmy Carter and Congress authorized a special gold medallion in Wayne’s 
honor. One week later he died. 
 
John Wayne appears on a 1990 25¢ Classic Films stamp. 
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March 23, 1990 
Gary (Frank James Cooper—Beau Geste 

Cooper filmed many of his movies in Arizona including Beau Geste and Arizona Bound which was 
filmed around Apache Trail. 

2447 

Gary (Frank James) Cooper 
Born: May 7, 1901, Helena, Montana 

Died: May 13, 1961, Los Angeles, California 
 
Some actors have gained fame for their renditions of long and expressive lines spoken on stage and screen, 
but Gary Cooper may have gained fame for the shortest — his “yup” and “nope.” His words were spoken 
with an even expression, but in an authoritative masculine tone, nonetheless, with kindness. Cooper exem-
plified a strong and manly personality. He represented the man who respected the law and had no use for 
desperadoes or cheaters. 
 
In the 1941 film based on Thomas J. Skeyhill’s Sergeant York, Last of the Long Hunters (1930), he por-
trayed such a character, Sergeant Alvin Cullum York, World War I hero of the 82nd Infantry Division. His 
unselfish heroic character was again displayed in the 1952 film High Noon, with the late Grace Kelly. He 
received an Oscar for each of these two films. 
 
He was born Frank James Cooper. He was the son of an English lawyer. His father had moved to Montana 
and later became an associate justice of the state supreme court. Young Cooper grew up in Helena. He was 
sent to England for his education and returned to America for further college training at Grinnell, Iowa. In 
1924 he moved to Los Angeles to attend an art school. He helped support himself working in films, doing 
bit parts in Westerns. 
 
By 1926, as Gary Cooper, he landed an important role in The Winning of Barbara Worth. His slightly Brit-
ish accent and cryptic way of speaking won him many roles in Westerns, war stories, swashbucklers and 
sophisticated comedies. In 1929 The Virginian was filmed, casting Cooper as the hero. 
 
From 1927 to 1961, he acted in more than 80 films as the starring performer. Be it Ernest Hemingway’s 
Farewell to Arms and For Whom the Bell Tolls or The Adventure of Marco Polo, Wings, P.C. Wren’s Beau 
Geste in the French Foreign Legion, Mr. Deeds Goes to Town or The Hanging Tree, Cooper always 
seemed to be in complete control of his character. 
 
His last movie was The Naked Edge, filmed in 1961. He died that year of cancer, a week after his 60th 
birthday. 
 
He is portrayed on one of four 1990 25¢ Classic Film stamps. 
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October 18, 1994 
Wyatt Earp — Nelle Cashman 

Legends of the West 
1994 Legends of the West Issue.  Wyatt Berry Stapp Earp (1848-1929) was a lawman in Wichita, 
Dodge City and Tombstone.  He is shown here along with Nellie Cashman (c. 1849-1925), the “Angle 
of Tombstone,” tow of the 20 stamps of the commemorative sheet. 

2869j, k 
Tombstone 

 
Ed Schieffelin was one of many prospectors who set out from Tucson in search of gold and silver. Soldiers in a nearby fort 
thought the only thing Ed would find would be a tombstone. But in 1877 in southeastern Arizona he did find silver, and he 
named his slake Tombstone. The town grew rapidly with churches, saloons, theaters and schools. It remained a wild west town 
because of the miners, cowboys, and outlaws. 
 
Wyatt Earp, a buffalo hunter, army scout and lawman from Kansas, rode stagecoach shotgun for the Wells Fargo Company, and 
owned interests in saloons and gambling halls in town. He was involved in the legendary “Shoot-out at the OK Corral.” 
 
Nellie Cashman ran a boarding house in Tombstone. Nellie helped miners wherever she went, giving them food and money. She 
was called the “Angel of the Mining Camps.” Nellie opposed hanging as a punishment and once planned the tearing down of 
bleachers at what was to have been a public hang- ing. 

October 18, 1994 
John Fremont 

Legends of the West 
1994 Legends of the West Issue.  John Charles Fremont (1813-1890) is one of 16 individuals in the 
commemorative sheet of 20 stamps.  He explored and mapped the Oregon Trail. 

2869i 
John Charles Fremont 

 
John Charles Fremont, sometimes called “The Great Pathfinder,” explored much of the American West. Serving in the Army and 
guided by Kit Carson, he surveyed parts of the Rocky Mountains and later produced the first scientific map of the West. He led 
at least five expeditions (journeys) to the West, some looking for a railroad route. 
 
He was famous in politics as the first man to run for President in the new Republican Party (he lost). He also served as a senator 
from California. In 1878 he was appointed governor of the Arizona Territory, and he served for five years. During this time, 
Phoenix and Tombstone officially became cities (1881). Fremont’s former home in downtown Tucson is on the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places and is open to visitors. 
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Stamps showing Maps of North America of which Arizona is a part of. 

March 30, 1968 
HemisFair 

Map of North and South America 
and Lines Converging on San Anto-
nio. San Antonio exposition’s theme 
was, “The Confluence of Civiliza-
tions in the Americas.” Color by 
litho. 
 

1340 

February 23, 1955 
Rotary International 

Paul P. Harris founded the 
first Rotary Club in 1905 
to organize businessmen 
and professional for public 
service.   

1066 

July 28, 1955 
Atoms for Peace 

The legend in the border of 
stamp quotes President Ei-
senhower in his U.N. ad-
dress of 1953 on the U.S. 
and peaceful use of atomic 
energy. 

1070 

November 21, 1952 
Globe, Sun and Cross 

Created at urging of Swiss 
Jean Henri Dunant, by na-
tions signing Geneva Con-
vention in 1864.  U.S. did 
not join till years later. 
Dunant won 1st peace 
Prize. 

1016 

October 15, 1960 
Wheels of Freedom 

This stamp, rather vague in 
theme, was issued in De-
troit on the occasion of the 
National Automobile Show 
held there; commemorated 
the U.S. auto industry. 

1162 

November 14, 1962 
Higher Education 

Issue commemorated both 
the nation’s land-grant col-
leges and universities, and 
the general role of higher 
education in the develop-
ment of the country. 

1206 

October 6, 1965 
International Telecommunication Union centenary 

Centennial of founding of the ITU at Paris.  Over 120 nations belong to the 
Union toady; it is now an arm of the U.N. regulating all International elec-
tronic communications. 

1274 
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Miscellaneous stamps related to Arizona but not directly mentioning the state. 

February 21, 1961 
Range Conservation 

Issued to underline the impor-
tance of livestock and related 
grazing lands to the country’s 
agricultural economy, and 
honor American Society of 
Range Management. 

1176 

February 8, 1960 
Boy Scout Jubilee 

Issue commemorated the 
50th anniversary of the 
Boy scouts of America, 
founded by William D. 
Boyce at Washington, D.C.  
Boy Scout on stamp done 
by Norman Rockwell. 

1145 

The Spanish realized that much of 
Arizona could be used for grazing 
cattle, sheep and horses. Huge ranches 
were established in the better-watered 
areas. After Arizona became part of 
the United States as a territory in 
1848, many ranchers moved to the 
area. The sale of cattle and calves now 
accounts for the largest revenue 
(income) of Arizona farmers. Most of 
the grazing land is owned and regu-
lated by the Federal government. 
Ranchers lease (rent) the land to raise 
their cattle. 

April 18, 1960 
Water Conservation 

Issued at opening of the seventh 
National Watershed Congress.  
Stamp depicts the ecological 
water cycle, rain run-off to wa-
tershed to reservoir to use in 
city. 

1150 

August 26, 1959 
Soil Conservation 

Issued upon meeting of Soil 
Conservation Society of Amer-
ica at Rapid City, South Da-
kota, pictures good soil and wa-
ter conservation practices, such 
as contour plowing. 

1133 

June 22, 1956 
Pronghorn Antelope 

The second of the three-stamp 
conservation issue shows an-
other endangered species, the 
Pronghorn antelope, which has 
greatly increased in number. 

1078 
Ruminants are animals that have four 
stomachs. They chew and swallow 
plant materials like grass, then bring it 
back up into their mouths to chew it 
some more. They then swallow it 
again, progressing through the four 
stomachs. 
 
The pronghorn is found in western 
North America. It is not a true ante-
lope because unlike true antelopes, the 
pronghorn sheds its peculiar two-tined 
hollow horns each year, just as deer 
shed branched and bony antlers. They 
are known for their speed, going up to 
45 miles per hour as they bound across 
the desert, leaping as far as 20 feel in a 
bound. They are popular game ani-
mals. 

March 19, 1964 
Jerked Down 

The cowboy artist” Charles M. 
Russell, (1865-1926) captured 
the west in oils and in bronze.  
A statue of him represents the 
state of Montana. 

1243 

July 24, 1962 
Girl Scout Jubilee 

50th anniversary of the 
founding of the Girl Scouts 
of America by Juliette 
Low, Savannah, Georgia, 
in 1912.  Girl Scouts now 
have over three million 
members. 

1199 
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March 8, 1978  American Folk Art—American Quilts 
This basket design quilt was made in New York City in 1875, Quilting gave American women, notably 
those on the frontier, the opportunity to create works of art for everyday use.  It also gave them time to so-
cialize with one another, as quilting bees were first and foremost a communal activity. 

1745, 1746, 1747, 1748 
Agriculture 

 
Cotton is the most valuable crop in Arizona and is used to make cool, comfortable clothing. The state ranks 
sixth in the United States in producing cotton. Citrus fruits were once one of Arizona’s leading crops. In-
cluded were lemons, limes, grapefruit, oranges, and tangerines. Most of Arizona’s cropland requires irriga-
tion and is located in the southern part of the state near Phoenix, Yuma, and Tucson. Growing cities have 
eliminated much of the agricultural land from use, as housing additions expand into the desert. 
 
Fibers of the cotton plant are spun into thread. Large spools of thread are woven into cotton fabric. Small 
spools are used in the house on sewing machines or for hand needlework. 
 
Women sometimes get together to work on a quilt, a type of cotton blanket. In Frontier times, quilting parties 
were an opportunity to catch up on news and gossip, while at the same time, producing something useful. 
 
Quilts are often displayed on special racks or on the wall. They sometimes become treasures that are passed 
down from generation to generation. 

October 8, 1996  Computer Technology  3106 
The majority of U.S. stamps design are produced today using computer technology. 
 

Computers and Technology 
 

The warm, sunny climate has attracted many people to the state of Arizona. Computer companies, trying to 
take advantage of the good labor market of available workers, have also moved here. Many people think that 
computers will become the sixth “C” in the economy. The climate also makes it possible to develop technol-
ogy in the areas of aerospace and the military. Training of our armed forces to meet the challenges of the 
world is easier in Arizona. And since we often are involved in desert areas of combat, Arizona is especially 
attractive as a training site. 
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June 8, 1959 
Silver Centennial 

Henry Comstock discovered a lode rich in silver ore at Mt. Davidson, Nevada, in 
1859.  The “Comstock Lode” eventually yielded $400 million, and settlers flocked in. 

1130 
Historically, Arizona has been known economically for the five C’s: Copper, Cotton, Cattle, Citrus, and 
Climate. Most of the families worked in the mines, farms or tourist industry. Silver, gold and other min-
eral mining have always been an important part of Arizona’s economy.  

September 17, 1992 
Minerals 

Blue azurite from the Copper Queen, Arizona, copper from the Keweenaw Peninsula 
in Michigan, green variscite from Fairfield, Utah and orange-red wulfenite from the 
Red Cloud Mine, Arizona, are examples of ores and minerals mined in the U.S. 

2700, 2701, 2702, 2703 

Mining and Copper 
 

Southern Arizona produces almost two-thirds of the copper output in the United States. Copper mining be-
gan in the 1850s in Ajo. The largest mine is in southeastern Arizona at Morenci, and it has been active for 
more than 100 years. 
 

Copper is mined in two ways. One is an open pit mine, where ore (rocks containing minerals) is scooped 
from a large hole into dump trucks. The other is the tunneling method where earth is removed below the ore 
and the ore is allowed to fall into the tunnel. The ore is then sent to the smelter where copper is separated 
from the other minerals and rock, and concentrated. 
 
The ore also contains small amounts of gold and silver, which are also recovered. Arizona also leads the 
nation in the production of molybdenum, which is used to harden steel. By-products of the process include 
sand, gravel, and cement. 
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November 2, 1965 
Christmas 

Based on a watercolor render-
ing of a mid-19th century 
weathervane.  Fourth annual 
Christmas issue. 

1276 

March 30, 1993 
American Music Series 

Oklahoma! 
Musical Classic, Oklahoma! By 
Rodgers and Hammerstein from 
1943 was made into a movie 
and filmed in southern Arizona. 

2722 

On November 2, 1965, the tiny copper mining community of Silver Bell, Ari-
zona, with its equally tiny post office, grabbed the national stampic spotlight 
when the five-cent Christmas stamp for that year had its official first-day cere-
mony in that Arizona town with the Christmasy name. 
 
The Post Office Department endeavors to usually release Christmas season 
stamps in towns having names with a holiday association.  Prior to the selection 
of Silver Bell, Uncle Sam had held Christmas stamp inaugurals in Santa Claus, 
Indians, and Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. 
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June 29, 1972 
Post Cards 

1972 Tourism Year of the Americas Postal card.  This postal card shows Gloucester, Massa-
chusetts, on the stamp/address side, but features three things important to Arizona, and 
Monument Valley.  A similar card places the Monument Valley artwork on the address side. 

UX62 
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June 29, 1972 
Post Cards 

1972 Tourism Year of the Americas Postal card.  This postal card shows Gloucester, Massa-
chusetts, on the stamp/address side, but features three things important to Arizona, and 
Monument Valley.  A similar card places the Monument Valley artwork on the address side. 

UX63 
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June 8, 1996 
Prehistoric Animals 
Woolly Mammoth 

The Woolly Mammoth, covered with thick reddish-brown fur, which roamed North America. 
This stamp represents the age of animals. 

3078 
Early Man 

 
More than 10,000 years ago early man came across a land bridge connecting Asia to Alaska in North 
America. This land bridge crossed what is now called the Bering Strait. The people were nomads—
people who wander in search of herds of wild animals and plants to eat. They probably traveled in 
small groups or bands of families. Their weapons were spears with stone points. One of their favorite 
preys was the Wooly Mammoth. It was as large as an elephant. Remains of this animal have been 
found in Arizona, along with spear points and cutting toots made from stone. Ancient campsites used 
for cooking have also been found. 

May 6, 1970 
Natural History 

The Age Of Reptiles 
1390 

Early Arizona 
 
Arizona has not always looked like it does today. For mil-
lions of years much of the land was under water. Rivers 
formed and carried the water away. The mud in the water set-
tled and gradually over millions of years became sedimentary 
stone called shale and sandstone. 
 
The climate was warm and humid and plants grew in abun-
dance. There were many swamps. Dinosaurs, members of the 
reptile family, were the largest animals to have lived here. 
They varied in size from that of a chicken, such as the Comp-
sognathus, to more than 80 feet long, the Diplodocus. They 
were both plant eaters (herbivores) and meat eaters 
(carnivores). Scientists are still uncovering footprints and 
bony fossils today. 

May 6, 1970 
Natural History 

American Bald Eagle 
1387 

Bald Eagle 
 

The bald eagle is a predatory bird, eating other birds 
and animals, If is the only eagle solely native to the 
United Stales and was made our national bird way back 
in 1782. 
 

The bald eagle builds large nests of twigs and branches 
in fall trees along rivers, often on islands, and hunts 
mainly fish. It also eats carrion (dead animals) and 
prey that other birds have captured. Mother eagles lay 
two to three eggs each year, and the parents incubate 
the eggs for about six weeks. The bald eagle is consid-
ered an endangered species and is protected from hunt-
ing. 

June 13, 1987 
Bald Eagle 

2309 
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September 20, 1972 
Cardinal 

1972 Wildlife conservation Issue.  The Cardinal was one of four subjects chosen to showcase 
the beauty and importance of nature. 

1465 
The cardinal, a beautiful bright red bird with a pointed crest on its head, is very helpful because if 
eats many insects and well as seeds. It communicates with a sharp whistle that is heard year round in 
the desert, woodlands, and gardens. 

June 15, 1992 
Hummingbirds 

Hummingbirds, found only in the western Hemisphere, are among the most brightly colored 
birds in the world and range in size from the 2-inch bee hummingbird to the 9-inch giant 
hummer. 

2642, 2643, 2644, 2645, 2646 

Hummingbirds 
 
Another small (very small!) bird is the hummingbird. Hummingbirds are abundant in Arizona, and 
there are more than 300 species worldwide. They are all very small birds with long needle-like beaks 
which make it easy to obtain nectar from flowers. The rate at which they beat their wings is very 
rapid—up to 70 beats per second! They can fly forward, sideways, up and down, and hover, lust like 
a helicopter. They have no song, but rather “squeak.” In some, the wings or tail make a sound. Their 
nests are tiny and they have two to three young at a time. 

August 26, 1973 
American Owl Issue—Great Horned Owl 

1763 
 

Another common predatory bird is the great horned owl. It is almost two feet long and 
has a wingspan of almost 80 inches. The wing feathers are velvety, which gives it 
noiseless flight. It ranges from the Arctic Circle to the tip of South America. 
 

The great horned owl hunts at night, and its prey includes rodents and small birds. In 
the early morning, one can often hear the “hoo hu hu hoo” as it perches. The owl vom-
its up the leftover bones and fur as “owl pellets.” 
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July 20, 1970 
American Buffalo 

Featuring the American bison, of which only 30,000 protected ones still exist, of the 200 mil-
lion roaming the land when the 1st European settlers arrived. 

1392 
Bison (Buffalo) 

 

Another ruminant is the bison, often called a buffalo. It is an ox-like animal that roamed the Ameri-
can continent in huge herds. Though very large, it can move quickly, and is prone to stampedes 
when disturbed. 
 

The bison has a prominent hump on its back and holds its head low. The animal was very important 
to the Native American culture of the vast Midwestern prairies, which used buffalo for food, cloth-
ing, and shelter. They were careful to shoot only the number they required to meet their needs. The 
bison was almost hunted to extinction by sportsman and sharp shooters by 1900. The animal now 
exists mainly on government reserves. 

September 25, 1985 
Horses 

Four horse breeds native to America are represented.  The special characteristics of each hors 
has been enhanced over the years through selective breeding. 

2155, 2156, 2157, 2158 
Designer Roy Anderson, Sedona, Arizona.  Indians first called the horses “Big Dogs.” The horse 
helped cause dramatic improvements in Indian life.  Features on these stamps are four distinctive 
American horses.  The Quarter horse derives its name from the tremendous speed with which it can 
run quarter mile races and was America’s first race horse.  The Morgan, which stands 15 hands in 
height and can weigh 1,200 pounds, is an all purpose breed known for its stamina and powerful gait.  
The Saddlebred, an outstanding riding and show horse, is known for its refined gait, unique style 
and muscular beauty.  The Appaloosa, the most popular of the horses known as the color breeds, 
sprang from Spanish stock crossed with other breeds, particularly the Arabian.  The extremely beau-
tiful animal is best known from the striking array of spots which nature has painted onto its body. 
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June 26, 1981 
Badger 

Preservation Of  
Wildlife Habitats 

1922 

June 26, 1981 
Grizzly Bear 

Preservation Of  
Wildlife Habitats 

1923 

The climate and geography of Arizona provide a home for 
a wide variety of animals and birds. While many are found 
in other states, some are found only in the desert areas of 
the Southwest. The contrast between the mountains and 
the desert allows for great variety. And many animals have 
developed wonderful ways to adapt to the harsh environ-
ment found in this region, including nocturnal hunting 
(hunting at night). Many birds pass through Arizona on 
their annual migration. Hummingbirds are found in great 
abundance and variety as they travel between Arizona and 
Mexico. 
 

Many of the birds and animals that live, or have lived, in 
Arizona, from the tiny deer mouse to the American buf-
falo. Some live in remote areas, but many live near cities 
and towns. Parks and zoos allow us to meet animals we 
might not meet in the wild. Have you had an encounter 
with an Arizona critter? Write a short paragraph about a 
bird or animal you have met. 

June 1, 1990 
Bobcat 
2482 

1990 Wildlife Series.  The $2 Bobcat stamp was the first of the lar-
ger sized, higher value regular issues, replacing the Great American 
Stamps. 

June 13, 1987 
Mountain Lion 

2292 

Cats 
 

The puma (mountain lion) is a large, graceful cat, It lives in mountains, deserts 
and jungles. Its favorite food is deer, but it will hunt other prey as well and is 
useful in maintaining a balance in nature between the predators. It has been 
known to attack humans. A litter of one to five young is born every other year. 
 
The bobcat is also a member of the cat family with long legs and a short body 
and tail. It lives in caves, in hollow logs and under large rocks. It hunts rabbits, 
rodents and squirrels, mainly at night, and is important in keeping the numbers 
of these animals down. It is a good climber and swimmer, and has very keen 
eyesight and hearing. Two to six kittens are born each year. 
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June 13, 1987 
Cottontail 

2290 

June 13, 1987 
Black-Tailed jack 

Rabbit 
2305 

Rabbits 
 
The jackrabbit is a large hare with very long hind legs, 
making it a very fast runner (up to 30 miles an hour). It 
can bound (jump) ten feet or more. After every three to 
four bounds, it jumps straight up, enabling it to see all 
around. The jackrabbit also has very long, thin ears which 
help to cool it. It eats succulents (juicy plants) like prickly 
pear cactus, and is the favorite prey of coyotes and bob-
cats. 
 
The cottontail rabbit, named because of its white, fluffy 
tail, is common all over the United States. Unless cor-
nered, it defends itself by running and has great speed. 
Enemies include the owl, coyote, hawks, and snakes. It 
digs a hole for a nest, and has many litters of young (four 
to nine each time) each year. 

June 13, 1987 
Badger 
2312 

June 13, 1987 
Black-footed Ferret 

2333 

Small Predators 
 
The black footed ferret is a member of the weasel family. 
It has black mask-like markings over its eyes and black 
coloration on its feel and tail tip. The ferret’s main food is 
prairie dogs, and because they are disappearing, the ferret 
is much less numerous than if used to be. The female has 
two litters each year of up to six young each. They can be 
tamed and are used for hunting when they are sent into un-
derground dens to drive the animals that live there out into 
the open. 
 
Also a member of the weasel family, the badger is a fast 
digger with powerful jaws and large claws. The badger has 
a broad, flat head with a white stripe running from the 
nose to the shoulder. Badgers live in burrows and are car-
nivores (meat-eaters). They hunt at night, with ground 
squirrels and prairie dogs being their chief prey. They are 
fierce fighters when cornered. 

June 13, 1987 
Deer Mouse 

2324 

Rodents 
 
Rodents are small gnawing animals. Their teeth grow all during their 
life. The deer mouse, also called a white-footed mouse, is a rodent that 
lives all over the world. It feeds at night, eating seeds and grains natu-
rally but will also consume cheese and meal when it invades the food 
supply of humans. 
 
Members of the weasel and raccoon families as well as owls, foxes, and 
hawks find the mouse one of their favorite foods. 
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June 13, 1987 
Gray Wolf 

2322 

August 14, 1998 
Red Fox 

3036 

Dog-Like Animals 
 
The gray wolf has a drooping, bushy tail and a broad face 
and long muzzle. It is an excellent hunter, lives and hunts in 
packs, and can bring down moose, deer, and elk. Wolves 
male for life and raise a litter of four to eight pups every 
year. It is perhaps best known for its eerie howl at night. 
The wolf is fast disappearing from areas where people live. 
 
The coyote (sometimes called the prairie wolf) also has a 
loud wail and bark that it uses to communicate with other 
members of the species. The coyote is very common all 
over the United States. II is a night hunter, lives in burrows 
or underground dens, and hunts jackrabbits, gophers, small 
birds and bird eggs. 
 
The red fox is a furry mammal also belonging to the dog 
family, just like the coyote. The fur is valuable for clothing 
and trim. They eat almost anything from birds and insects to 
carrion (dead animals). In Arizona, a small relative called 
the kit fox is common in the desert. 

June 13, 1987 
Black-tailed  
Prairie Dog 

2325 

Prairie Dogs 
 

The prairie dog, growing up to 16 inches in length, is a rodent that does 
not need water. It makes ifs own, lust like the kangaroo rat. Prairie 
dogs live together in large underground colonies throughout the West 
and have a sharp bark-like call. These animals are destructive to farm-
land and compete with cattle and sheep for grass, so are very unpopu-
lar with farmers. The black-footed ferrets have killed so many of the 
prairie dogs that now even the ferret doesn’t have enough food and is 
disappearing. 
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 April 6, 1999    Sonoran Desert     3293 
The beauty and diversity of the desert are depicted with these 25 examples of native plant and animal life including; a Teddy Bear Cholla, Cactus 
Wren, Brittlebush, Banded Gecko, Desert Tortoise, Collard Peccary, Tarantula Hawk, Harris’ Hawk, White-winged Dove, Gambel Quail, Taran-
tula, Prickly Pear, Saguaro, Desert Mule Dear, Desert Cottontail, Hedgehog, Cactus, Cactus Mouse, Western Diamondback Rattlesnake, Gila 
Mon- s te r , 
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December 11, 1981 
Desert Plants 

The plants depicted on these stamps have adaptations which help them cope with the hot, 
dry environment of their Arizona desert home.  Thick skins prevent evaporation of water 
stored in their cells, and sharp, protruding spines deter predators. 

1942, 1943, 1944, 1945 

Southern Region 
 
The low desert area of southern Arizona is mostly below 2,000 feet in elevation, though Mt. Graham 
rises to 10,713 feel. The Sonoran Desert makes up a large part of this region. Most of the region re-
ceives less than ten inches of rainfall per year. One hundred-degree plus temperatures are common for 
the summer months. The mountains, though, are heavily forested. 
 
There are more than 70 kinds of cactus plants in Arizona. The most widely known is the saguaro cactus, 
but also very numerous are the barrel, beavertail and cholla cactus. The sweet saguaro fruit is a favorite 
food of the Indians who live in Arizona. The fruit is harvested using long sticks because the saguaro 
often grows to 50 feet or more in height. 

July 24, 1992 
Wildflowers  —  A few wildflowers from Arizona 

2660, 2685, 2688, 2690, 2692 
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December 11, 1981 
Desert Plants-First Day Issue 

The plants depicted on these stamps have adaptations which help them cope with the hot, 
dry environment of their Arizona desert home.  Thick skins prevent evaporation of water 
stored in their cells, and sharp, protruding spines deter predators. 

1942, 1943 
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December 11, 1981 
Desert Plants-First Day Issue 

The plants depicted on these stamps have adaptations which help them cope with the hot, 
dry environment of their Arizona desert home.  Thick skins prevent evaporation of water 
stored in their cells, and sharp, protruding spines deter predators. 

1944, 1945 
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November 9, 1964 
Poinsettia 

Christmas Issue 
1256 

Poinsettia 
 
The poinsettia is a beautiful red flower that grows in Arizona. II is a very popular plant at Christmas 
time. It was discovered in Sonora, Mexico, just south of the Arizona border in the early 1800s. Botanist 
Joel Poinsett described the flower and it was named after him. He was also a U. S. statesman and helped 
start the Smithsonian Institution. 
 
You might think that the red part of the poinsettia is its flower, but that is not the case. The poinsettia 
flowers are tiny and usually yellow. The red parts are special leaves called bracts, and on some kinds of 
poinsettias can be yellowish or white. 
 
In parts of Arizona and California, as well as in Mexico, the poinsettia grows outdoors and can grow to 
a large free-like bush ten feet tall. It is very sensitive to the number of daylight and dark hours, and 
flowers naturally around the equinoxes, or the times of year when daylight hours and hours of darkness 
are equal. 
 
To market the poinsettia as a holiday house plant in the United States, greenhouse gardeners limit the 
number of hours of light the plants receive to force them to bloom in December. 

August 23, 1969 
Ocotillo of the Southwest. 

1378 
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July 6, 1983 
Babe Ruth 

Ruth set home run re-
cords in 1919, 1920, 
1921 & 1927.  At 
times he hit more 
homers in a year than 
entire teams. 

2046 

Sports 
 

Arizona has a western tradition. There are many horseback riding stables, rodeos, horse races, and pa-
rades. Because of the great spring weather, many Major League baseball teams train in Tucson, Phoe-
nix, and its suburbs, drawing many visitors to the Cactus League games. 
 
Phoenix is home to five major sports teams: football, baseball, men and women’s basketball, and 
hockey. Soccer, swimming, bowling and softball are popular among all ages and can be performed year 
round. 
 
The professional golf tours come to Arizona during the winter months, when snow and cold rain cover 
much of the rest of the United States. Most of the tournaments are held in Phoenix and Tucson. 

May 27, 2000 
Basketball 

3399 

May 27, 2000 
Football 

3400 

May 27, 2000 
Soccer 
3400 

May 20, 1995 
Volleyball 

2961 

May 20, 1995 
Softball 

2962 

May 20, 1995 
Bowling 

2963 

May 20, 1995 
Tennis 
2964 

July 6, 1990 
Olympics 

James Cleveland “Jesse” Owens 
Owens won 4 gold medals in the 1936 Olympics.  He 
died in Tucson, Arizona March 31, 1980. 

2496 

May 20, 1995 
Golf 
2965 
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May 21, 1982 
Aging 

A reminder that America has a valuable asset-senior citizens whose experience could be used 
much more. 

2011 & first Day Issue 
 

Designer Paul Calle, Sun City, Arizona.  Intended to bring to the American People an awareness 
that older people are highly valued for their contributions to society.  They bring a wealth of ex-
perience and creative energies to an endless variety of endeavors.  Issuance of the stamp was in-
tended also to focus attention on Older Americans Month celebrated in May. 
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March 10, 1995 
Butte 
2902 

March 16, 1996 
Mountain 

2903 

Arizona’s elevation varies greatly from its lowest point of 141 feet near Yuma in the southwest, to its 
highest point of 12,670 feel at the top of Humphrey Peak near Flagstaff in north central Arizona. 
 
Arizona can be divided into three basic geographic regions. These are the low desert areas located in 
the south (the hottest area), the mountain belt (the coolest area) in the central part of the state, and the 
plateau area in the north. 

January 13, 1989 
America The Beautiful 

Red-tailed Hawk and Sonora Desert at Sunset. 
UX127 

The hawk pictured here is unaware of slate or national boundaries as he soars above the desert looking for 
prey. But people and their governments agree upon lines, or boundaries, on a map marking state or national 
territory. 
 

Arizona is in the southwest part of the United States. It is part of the Four Corners, which is where Utah, 
Colorado, New Mexico and Arizona meet. This is the only place in the United Stales where four states con-
nect. 
 

Arizona’s southern boundary is also an international border, separating the United States and Mexico. The 
western border is formed by a natural boundary—the Colorado River, separating Arizona from California 
and Nevada. 
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The State of Arizona is heavily involved in Astronomy, & Space Exploration. 
 
Kitt Peak National Observatory (KPNO), part of the National Optical Astronomy Observa-
tory (NOAO),  supports the most diverse collection of astronomical observatories on Earth for night-
time optical and infrared astronomy and daytime study of the Sun. Founded in 1958, KPNO operates 
three major nighttime telescopes, shares site responsibilities with the National Solar Observatory and 
hosts the facilities of consortia which operate 19 optical telescopes and two radio telescopes. (See the 
Tenant Observatories list.)  Kitt Peak is located 56 miles southwest of Tucson, AZ, and has a Visitors 
Center open daily to the public. 
 
Mt. Graham International Observatory— 
We are an operations and maintenance group whose mission is to provide quality logistics support 
services to the astronomical research community. Our Motto:  Continuous Improvement. We will ac-
complish our work in a teamwork environment; communicating, resolving conflicts and acknowledg-
ing accomplishments daily. 
 
MGIO is a division of Steward Observatory, then research arm for the Department of Astronomy at the 
University of Arizona. Scientific researchers from around the world make use of the MGIO facilities. 
We serve this community, operating and maintaining facilities at the remote observing site located in 
the Pinaleño Mountains in southeast Arizona.  This area is a part of the Coronado National Forest -- 
administered by the Safford Ranger District, U.S. Forest Service.  Our office, the Base Camp, is lo-
cated at the eastern base of Mt. Graham, six miles south of Safford, Arizona. 
 
Arizona State University—As of July 1st, 2006, Astronomy has merged with Geological Sci-
ences to form the new School of Earth and Space Exploration. 
 
 
 
 
Flandreau Science Center, University of Arizona — "Astronomy" is our middle name, 
and from our home here in "Optics Valley" we have our finger on the pulse of what's happening in the world 
(or should we say the universe) of astronomy. 
 
 
 
 
University of Arizona—Led by Roger Angel, researchers in the Steward Observatory   Mirror Lab at 
UA are working in concert to build the world's most advanced telescope. Known as the Giant Magellan Telescope, the instrument 
will produce images 10 times sharper than those from the Earth-orbiting Hubble Telescope. The telescope is set to be completed 
in2016  at a cost of $500 million USD. Researchers from at least nine institutions are working to secure the funding for the project. 
The telescope will include seven 18-ton mirrors capable of providing clear images of volcanoes  and riverbeds on Mars  and 
mountains  on the moon at a rate 40 times faster than the world's current large telescopes. The mirrors of the Giant Magellan Tele-
scope will be built at UA and transported to a permanent mountaintop site in the Chilean Andes where the telescope will be con-
structed. 
 
Reaching Mars in March 2006, the Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter contained the HiRISE cam-
era, with Primary Investigator is scientist Alfred McEwen as the lead on the project. This 
NASA  mission to Mars carried a UA-designed camera expected to capture the highest-
resolution images of the planet ever seen. The journey of the orbiter was 300 million miles. 
The project is expected to be in its Primary Science Phase in the month of October. 
 
Under construction is the Mars Lander known as the Phoenix Scout Mission, led by UA Sci-
entist Peter Smith. The mission's purpose is to improve knowledge of the Martian Artic. After 
landing on Mars, it will be the first mission completely controlled by a university. 
 
A downturn in Arizona's economy in the 2000s led to less money being allocated by the state 
legislature to Arizona's universities. Academic programs were hard-hit, and the university was forced to consider extensive 
changes, beginning in2002. As a result, a reorganization known as "Focused Excellence" aims to focus the mission of the univer-
sity on research, graduate training, and more selective undergraduate education, in part, by eliminating and merging less popular 
and low-revenue academic departments. The closure of some programs, notably the innovative Arizona International College and 
the School of Planning, provoked widespread protest. However, efforts to improve academic performance and to encourage new 
research areas were not enough to prevent a number of key departures from the faculty in the early 2000s, and budgets remain 
restricted. 
 
THE NEXT PAGE HAS TWO STAMP ISSUES WHICH REPRESENT ARIZONA AND ASTRONOMY ANS SPACE EXPLO-
RATION. 
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October 1, 1998 
Space Discovery 

This strip of five designs create a futuristic scene which includes hidden images that can only be 
viewed with the help of a decoder lens. 

3238, 3239, 3240, 3241, 3242 
 

April 10, 2000 
Hubble Space Telescope Images 

Famed American astronomer Edwin Powell Hubble is honored by this series featuring images of 
the eagle Nebula, Ring Nebula, Lagoon Nebula, Egg Nebula and Galaxy NGC 1316, all captured 
by the space telescope which bears his name. 

3384, 3385, 3386, 3387, 3388 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Edwin Powell Hubble 
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Transportation Stamps representing forms of transportation used in Arizona. 

May 18, 1984 
Surrey 
1907 

December 10, 1984 
Fire Pumper 

1908 

June 25, 1984 
Electric Auto 

1906 

February 17, 1982 
Bicycle 

1901 

June 21, 1985 
Buckboard 

2124 

October 10, 1983 
Motorcycle 

1899 

December 15, 1984 
Mail Wagon 

1903 

February 6, 1987 
Tractor 
2127 

April7, 1984 
Baby Buggy 

1902 
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A few stamps not shown before this, that were issued from Arizona. 

April 20, 1990 
Seaplane 

Issued Phoenix, Arizona 
2468 

August 12, 1988 
Wheel Chair 

Issued Tucson, Arizona 
2256 

October 12, 1990 
America 

Issued Grand Canyon, Arizona 
C127 

January 24, 1987 
Tow Truck 

Issued Tucson, Arizona 
2129 

May 10, 1971 
Arrows 

Issued Phoenix, Arizona 
E23 

January 25, 1991 
Steam Carriage 

Issued Tucson, Arizona 
2451 

January 19, 2001 
Love 

Issued Tucson, Arizona 
3496 June 21, 2001 

Frida Kahlo (1907-54) Painter 
Issued Phoenix, Arizona 

3509 

January 24, 1997 
Juke Box 

Issued Tucson, Arizona 
2912B 

January 24, 1997 
Flag Over Porch 

Issued Tucson, Arizona 
2915D 

January 24, 2004 
American Clock 

Issued Tucson, Arizona 
3751 
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Arizona Decals 

 
 
 
 
 
These are not postage stamps but a small collection of decals represent-
ing Arizona. 
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