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September 23, 1977—I took the Kentucky Real Estate’s Salesman’s examination and passed.  By No-
vember 1, 1977, I had officially joined Century 21 Florence Realtors at 4140 Shelbyville Road in St. 
Matthews. In November, I had one sale and one listing to start my career.  Also in November I com-
pleted Century 21, 2 & 1 Training and Weikel Real Estate Sales School.  (Note:  I decided that since I 
was in this for the long haul I would try and attend every training opportunity and earn every designa-
tion that I could because I was helping people make one of the most important decisions they ever would 
make.  I felt they deserved the best.)  
 
I started 1978 with an award for Top sales Associate in the Louisville area from Century 21, passed the 
Realtors Institute of Kentucky’s first class of 33 hours towards the G.R.I designation.  I also completed 
the Real Estate Career Development Program.   I received my first Century 21 Million dollar Sales 
Achievement award. 
 
In February 1979, I took and passed the state of Kentucky Brokers Test for the Brokers License, the 
highest license you can have in Real Estate.  I also completed the second class for the G.R.I. designation 
of 33 hours.  During 1979, I bought my first rental property; needed quite a bit of fix up which I did.  
For several years I bought, rented and sold many homes. 
 
In January 1980, I became Sales Manager for Century 21 Florence Realtors, and got my second Cen-
tury 21 Million Dollar sales award.  I also completed the third G.R.I. class of 33 hours and received my 
G.R.I. designation.  Also in 1980 I took courses 1 and 2 from the Realtors National Marketing Institute.  
Advanced Selling Practices and Successful Career Planning Through Organization and Time Manage-
ment Practices.  These were for the designation of C.R.S.  I also completed the Century 21 Investment 
Qualification Course.  In November, after many months of preparation, I started a Limited Partnership 
called Winding Investments.  Several of us got together and I bought investment property for the Part-
nership.  The idea was to receive rental income and have the houses appreciate and then sell them, all 
the time providing a tax loss for taxes.  The tax loss worked well, but the rental marked went to hell in 
Louisville and so the income cash flow and appreciation did not work. 
 
In July 1981, Frank was getting ready to change his business so I decided to join the largest Century 21 
in Jefferson County, Kentucky, Century 21 Joe Guy Hagan.   
 
I should say here that Franklin Florence was my real estate mentor and I could not have had a better 
one.  He provided me the tools and guidance that really helped me in my real estate success.  Though 
later in the Fire Service Frank and I had a falling out, I owe him greatly for all his mentoring in the 
Real Estate field.   
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During the short time I had my license in 1977 I spent designing my first advertising program, letters to 
customers.  I completed the Century 21, 2 & 1 training, the Weikel Real Estate school, and got ready for 
a productive 1978. 
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