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While waiting for American Oil to build my American station at Westport Road and 
Goose Creek Road, a man named Frymire (who ran the American station at 4601 Shelby-
ville Road) got quite ill and Commonwealth Distributing company ask me to takeover 
that station until mine was built.  I took over the station August  25, 1965 (my first Ser-
vice Station). This was the same day DuPont Corporation on the other end of town blew 
up killing several people.  We watched our windows as well as Frish’s Big Boy’s windows 
across the street shake.  I paid Frymire $3,669.63 for all items.  I also bought Frymier’s 
1955 Chevy Truck for $325.00.  I invested another $325.00 in it and eventually sold it for 
$325.00.  In September 1965, I had a sales promotion at the station with Antique Auto 
Imprint glasses.  That initiative was vary popular and helped business quite a lot.  On 
September 30, 1965, I got paid back $5.75 for the first bad check I took on the very first 
day of business.  On September 1965, I completed my first station’s profit & loss report.  
I had $7,914.63 in total sales, for a gross profit of $1,718.98, (with expenses costing 
$1,526.88) for a net profit of $192.10, I took $50.00.  As it turned out I was only there un-
til December 1965, when Bob Schulten my mentor moved his business out to Hurst-
bourne Lane, I bought his station at 4300 Shelbyville Road where I had worked for sev-
eral years for him. 
 
 
 



This is the field, “lot” at Westport Road and Goose Creek Road in 1965 that was to be the location of my new 
American Oil Station.  While waiting for it to be built a Mr. Frymire got ill and I took over his station at 4601 
Shelbyville Road.  This site eventually had an American station as well as a complete shopping center with a 
K-Mart.  The Google print is what is there today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aug. 25, 1965: Explosions and fires roll through the DuPont plant most of the day, killing 12 workers, injuring 
37 and destroying much of the plant. 
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July 16, 1965, James E. Durham, Jr. wrote a letter to the Army trying to get a 3 month deferment for me so I 
could open my new business.  Jim Durham was a very good man, he died not long after this from Cancer and 
was the first time I was exposed to acquaintances dying.  It was quite a loss.  Jack Wessling became a good 
business acquaintance of mine and we still did business after I moved to another brand station. 
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4601 Shelbyville Road, Frymire American Station 
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Precision Tune was in the spot in 
1994.  It is now Medley’s Auto 
Care. 
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Collected on first bad check 
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These pictures were taken by Dad and that is his Corvair in the picture. 
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Loran Tindal and employee 
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Bought new Pontiac Catalina 2+2 limited edition, October 27, 1965 
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December 14, 1965 sold my service station at 4601 Shelbyville Road to Mr. Riebel.  December 16, 1965 
bought my new business at 4300 Shelbyville Road. From Bob Schulten whom I had worked for, for many 
years. 
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