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November 30, 1989—while moving to Re/Max Properties East I also started A & K Builders, Inc. and 
started a partnership with Ben and Mary Helen Matthews of Matthews Homes.  We formed a 50/50 
partnership and over the course of 8 years built about 60 homes together.  In December I took the En-
ergy Construction, sales Marketing and Computer Applications courses for the G.B.I. designation in 
Lexington, KY. 
 
During 1991 I became a Registered Builder and completed the Construction Contracts & Law, Finance 
Banking, and Project Management courses towards the G.B.I. designation in Louisville.  In March I 
earned the G.B.I. (Graduate Builders Institute) designation.    
 
During our 8 years together we had real good times and some slow times in the market and our sales.  
The best part of the partnership was how we got along.  Ben handled the day to day building site opera-
tions along with Mary Helen, previewed & approved all the bills and made the cost projections of our 
homes.  I handled all marketing of us and our properties, with Karen making decorating choices. I ar-
ranged financing, did the accounting, computerized and drew all our house plans (with Ben’s approval), 
and handled public relations.  We all respected each others responsibilities and even though we might 
have done the others tasks totally different, we keep quiet let each one do their thing, backed them up, 
helped out when needed and it worked.  Both teams considered our team a real success and overall suc-
ceeded quite well. 
 
In October of 1996 Ben and Mary Helen decided to retire when possible so we agreed to finish one spec 
house we were working on and a contract and dissolve the partnership.  We are all still close friends to-
day.   
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