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Kenneth H. Rabeneck Antique  

Fire Apparatus Collection 
 

 

This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper articles, 

pictures, etc.  They have been collected and arranged in chronological order.  These items were 

collected, organized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring with the help of many 

friends and fellow firefighters. 

 

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader 

should remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles.  This also applies to 

other items such as documents, letters, etc.  Credit to the source of the documents, photos, etc. 

is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified and regret 

that we werenôt able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are not 

identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-

Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications. 

 

Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information for 

any purpose other than a reference tool, they must get permission from the source.   
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 Kenneth H. Rabeneck Antique Fire Apparatus Collection 

 

The Collection 

 
My first fire truck is a 1962 International Model B-176 with a 345 cu V8 engine. The body 

is a Howe 750 gpm pumper. I purchased the truck from a restaurant that was going out of 

business. They had used it for advertising in front of their establishment. The fire truck 

originally served the town of Walkerton, Indiana. I removed the tank and replaced it with 

a steel tread plate floor and two bench seats. I replaced the engine, front wheels, rims and 

changed the rear axle gears for a higher road speed, 60 to 65 miles per hour. I had to do 

some body work and repairs to the electrical and lighting system. All in all, this is a great 

running truck. 

 

 

My second fire truck was a 1925 Baby Stutz Model K. It had been restored approximately 

40 years ago and had been neglected over the years. I did a major cosmetic restoration 

and replaced missing tools and hardware and accessories. The fire engine was featured on 

the cover of the 2010-2 Enjine!Enjine! magazine. The truck is no longer in my possession. 

It has been sold. 

 

 

The third fire truck that I purchased is a 1924 Model S International with hose and chem-

ical Pirsch Body. I was at a truck show with one of my other trucks when a man men-

tioned that he had a fire truck for sale and lived close to the show. It was stored in an old 

truck body (see photo). A week later it was in my garage. I was told that the fire truck 

served around the Milwaukee, WI area. It was in fair condition, but needed lot of work. I 

have refinished the wood spoke wheels, replaced the tires and rebuilt the rear brakes. The 

four cylinder Lycoming engine had a cracked block and was in very bad shape. I found a 

good Lycoming engine and had it rebuilt. Some of the bad woodwork was replaced, sheet 

metal reworked and painted. The old rusty windshield frame was replaced and new glass 

installed. The addition of lights, ladders, fire extinguishers and the re-chroming of the 

bumper all helped in adding to the appearance of the truck. 
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 1962 International Model B-176, Howe 750 gpm Pumper 
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