St. Matthews Fire Protection District
1951
This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper articles, pictures, etc. of
the St. Matthews Fire Protection District. They have been collected and arranged in chronological order. These
items were collected, organized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring with the help of the St.
Matthews Fire Department Alumni Association, Inc. The Association’s members are Rick Albers, A. E. “Bill”
Andriot, III, E. Gar Davis, Clarke Fenimore, Jack Monohan, Mike Noon, Russ Rakestraw and Al Ring.
The purpose of this “collection” was to create the background and research for the book St. Matthews
Firefighters, 84 Years of Firefighting in St. Matthews, Kentucky, written by and published by Al Ring in 2004.
The collection is continuing today, so if you should have old or new information on the St. Matthews Fire
Department, please contact Al Ring.
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should remember
that many came from copies of old newspaper articles. This also applies to other items such as documents,
letters, etc. Credit to the source of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available. We
realize that many items are not identified and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information. As far as
the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.
The Courier-Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.
Please use this information as a reference tool only. If the reader uses any of the information for any purpose
other than a reference tool, they must get permission from the source.
The Association would like to thank the St. Matthews Fire Protection District and various newspapers including
The Courier-Journal, The Louisville Times, and The Voice-Tribune. Our appreciation is also extended to the
various citizens and firefighters who contributed to the gathering of this information.
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January 19, 1951, The Jeffersonian:

February 8, 1951: Board meeting:

1951
February 20, & March 6, 1951, Letters:

1951
March, 8, 1951: Board meeting:

1951
March 10, 1951:

March 23, 1951, The Jeffersonian:
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Started early 1951

What would you do if you called the fire department and nobody came??
Some citizens learned the answer to that question early in 1951 in Skylight, in Northern Oldham County when a barn loaded with
corn burned to the ground. A call was made to the LaGrange City Fire Department who refused to respond outside of the city limits.
Neighboring communities of Harrods Creek and Westport did not have fire departments at the time. South Oldham Fire Department
in Crestwood was just getting started. Other area fire departments were much too far away to respond.
Reacting to this devastating fire, the people around Skylight decided to establish a volunteer fire department. An organizational
meeting was held at the Liberty School. At that meeting it was agreed to ask residents of the area to contribute money for a volunteer
fire department. Their contributions would be in proportion to the number of buildings on their farms. These contributions ranged
from $25 to the smallest farms to $400 for the largest ones.
About 50 farmers signed up for the department and only a few declined. The organizers decided that following the initial contribution, each property owner would be asked to make a small annual contribution of $5 to $10. The new department also would receive
$400 per year from the Oldham County Fiscal Court. The original area covered by the department “ran about 3 or 4 miles north and
south of Highway 42 and 6 to 7 miles in each direction from Skylight. This method of funding for the NOFD remained basically
unchanged until the Fire Protection District was created in 1976.
The original, founding Board of Directors of the NOFD consisted of Harry Nelson, President, Douglas Potter, Secretary-treasurer,
directors Charles Bottorf, Raymond Wilborn, Robert Clore, William Fallis, F.T. Clausen, John Robert Bottorf and C.W. Brickley.
The original fire station on Axton Lane just south of US42 was constructed in 1952 at a cost of $2,200 for materials. Labor was almost free, as the construction was done by inmates from the LaGrange Reformatory who were paid 12 cents a day. The first fire apparatus was a 1937 Chevrolet with a pump and a tank, purchased used from the Buechel Fire Department of Jefferson County. The
department only used this truck for a short period of time.
A 1951 Ford chassis was purchased and the pump and 500 gallon tank from the Chevrolet were mounted on it. A wooden hose body
was installed. This truck remained part of the NOFD fleet until it was sold in the mid 1990’s. It is presently owned by the Oldham
County Historical Society.
The first method of dispatch was a railroad engine bell donated by the L&N Railroad. The bell was mounted on a pole near the fire
station. In case of fire, John Leet, the first Fire Chief, who lived near the station, took the call on his telephone and went to the station
to sound the bell alerting the volunteer firefighters who lived close enough to hear the alarm. This alarm system survived only a few
years.
Although the department was inexperienced and had minimal equipment, they were effective as shown by two articles that appeared
in the Oldham Era on Friday, August 22, 1952. They read: “A truck of the American Chemical Company of Cincinnati was partially
destroyed by fire Monday when it caught fire at the junction of U.S. 42 & KY 53 north of LaGrange. The North Oldham Volunteer
Fire Department headed by Harry Nelson prevented a complete loss. The truck was loaded with bleach in gallon bottles. One tire on
the dual wheels blew out and the blaze was caused by friction when the two tires rubbed against each other. The department prevented the spread of the blaze to the motor and gas tank. Traffic on the highway was blocked until the fire was extinguished.”
“A fire which started in the woods on the farm of Mr. & Mrs. Everette Shearer on Highway 42 burned over 20 acres of brush and
undergrowth Tuesday morning before it was extinguished. The North Oldham Volunteer Fire Department answered the call and
stopped its further spread. The origin of the blaze, which for sometime threatened barns and other nearby buildings, is unknown.”
Although records describe the area covered by the department as running “about 3 or 4 miles north and south of Highway 42 and
about 6 or 7 miles in each direction from Skylight” run log entries show runs as far away as LaGrange and Westport.
A new 1957 International fire engine went into service late that year. This chassis was purchased and the pump and tank from the ’51
Ford were transferred to it. A 1000 gallon tank was then mounted on the 1951 Ford. The department now had two fire apparatus.
The new engine made it’s first run on December 26, 1957, responding to a car fire on Buckeye Lane.
NOVFD experienced major fires on occasion in the early days. On January 11, 1957, LaGrange was called to assist with a structure
fire in a roadside motel court. An entry in the log on November 18, 1959 describes a barn fire where “both engines were used”. On
March 19, 1960 fire destroyed an “old school house at Goshen, took both engines.” Some of the runs that are more familiar to us
today are not new to the NOVFD, such as a false fire alarm in Oldham Acres on October 28, 1960.
The North Oldham Volunteer Fire Department operated with very limited funds, usually only $2,000 to $3,000 of revenue per year.
This continued well into the 1960’s. A financial report from the annual meeting of 1967 shows total revenues of $2,900, expenditures of $2,400 and total assets of $13,000. The department was still funded by soliciting annual subscriptions of $5 to $10 from
property owners. Those that paid were called “members.” If the department responded to a fire at a “member’s” property the service
was provided free. If the response was to a “non-member’s” property they were billed between $100 and $200. Property owners
were encouraged to subscribe to the department by mail drives and calls from the board members.
In the late 1960’s the North Oldham area began to change. Growth brought on by people migrating from Louisville/Jefferson County
to Oldham County resulted in new subdivisions and posed a challenge to the fire department. The NOVFD still operated just two fire
trucks from the Skylight station, yet the development was occurring 7 to 8 miles west, near Prospect. As a result, the area’s Insurance
Rating was Class 10 and response times were lengthy.
As the NOFD moved into the 1970’s, it was becoming apparent to Chief George Carter that the department needed to make significant changes in order to serve a growing area and improve the insurance rating. He knew that additional apparatus, equipment, firefighters and a second station would be needed to meet the demands of the growth.
In 1974, Chief Carter purchased a third fire apparatus, a 4 wheel drive Ford truck with a small tank, a pump and hose, to be used for
brush fires and a quick response to other types of fires. The department struggled to pay for this truck and it is said that Chief Carter
himself, mounted a door-to-door campaign to raise the money to buy it. This truck remained in service until it was sold in July, 2001.
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The Axton Lane fire station was expanded to house this truck and make room for a future new pumper.
The Chief and the Board realized that the old “membership” method of funding was no longer adequate. In 1975, talk of forming a
fire protection district shifted into action.
The drive to establish the fire protection district shifted into high gear with the circulation of petitions. The district was created in
February, 1976. The original members of Board of Trustees are John Hampton, Frank Lyons, Martha Oliver, Hugh Crouch, Gilson
Guyton, Norman Dick and Robert Hoops. The new district collected $23,256 in tax revenue for 1977. By 1980, that had jumped to
$51,869 as a result of all the growth in the area.
With guaranteed revenue for funding, the department, under the leadership of Chief George Carter, purchased a new Ford/E-One fire
engine in 1977 for $32,000 and began efforts to build a second fire station in Goshen. This would be essential in order to reduce the
insurance rating from Class 10 to Class 9.
It was about this time that the department began training EMT’s to respond to injury vehicle accidents and medical emergencies. Up
to this point, South Oldham and LaGrange provide ambulance service to North Oldham’s district. While their EMT’s were very capable, response times were too long. North Oldham Fire Department’s initial EMS efforts were first responder EMT’s who went to
the scene and provided care until South Oldham or LaGrange arrived.
There were difficulties in funding construction of another fire station and purchasing another new fire engine for that station, even
with the new fire district revenue. A fund drive was conducted in 1978 to raise funds to build Station 2 and purchase a new pumper
at a combined cost of $133,000. Initially, the fund drive was disappointing. Finally, sufficient funds were raised and the remainder
borrowed to build the station and buy a 1979 Ford/Darley pumper.
With the opening of Station 2 and the arrival of a new pumper, the majority of the fire district was now within 5 miles of a fire station. The department finally had two Class A pumpers. That, along with other improvements finally resulted in the insurance rating
being improved to Class 9.
In 1981, long time Chief George Carter turned the reins of the department over to new Chief Lewis Nugent. Richard Nugent became
the Assistant Chief. Chief Nugent continued to expand the department to keep up with the rapidly growing community. Under his
leadership, the department bought hydraulic rescue equipment (jaws-of-life), expanded Station 2 in 1984, obtained a certificate of
need and activated ambulance service in 1985 and improved the department’s insurance rating to Class 6 in 1988. In 1989, the original Axton Lane fire station was replaced by a new Station 1 at 8615 W. U.S. 42. In 1990, the department accepted delivery of it’s
first diesel powered apparatus with a crew cab, a Ford/Grumman 1250 GPM pumper. This new pumper cost $105,000.
One of the most significant changes in the department occurred under the direction of Chief Lewis Nugent and Assistant Chief Richard Nugent. On April 30, 1990, the NOFD employed it’s first paid firefighters. Six part-time firefighters made up the original “day
staff.” Rich Nugent was among the original day staff employees. The remainder were full time firefighters with the Louisville Fire
Department. The original program provided two paid firefighters at the station weekdays from 8AM to 5PM, to maintain equipment,
care for the building and grounds and provide a guaranteed response to runs during the daylight hours when most of the volunteers
are at their regular jobs. One original day staff member, Louisville Fire Captain Scott Hogan, is still employed at NOFD.
By 1991, the Fire District’s revenue had grown to $162,000. Fire/EMS run volume was approaching 200 per year. The department
continued to plan for future growth and the accompanying demand for services.
Lewis Nugent stepped down and Chief Phil Schaad took over in 1994. Chief Schaad continued to plan for future growth. He added
additional apparatus, including a new brush fire unit and ambulance, improved the department’s communications equipment, made
the switch to large diameter supply hose, expanded the day staff and added the department’s first full time day staff supervisor, Captain Michael Morgan. He also began to plan to improve the department’s insurance rating.
During the 1990’s the department lost two members with the death of retired Chief George Carter and the tragic loss of Sergeant
Chris Combs in an accident. Station One in Skylight is dedicated to Chief Carter. The ambulance and the flagpole at Station 2 are
dedicated in memory of Sergeant Combs. Both of these dedicated firefighters and friends are sorely missed.
In 1996, Phil Schaad stepped down and David Wade became Chief. He served in that position until 1999. During his term, the department hired an additional full-time firefighter and promoted Captain Morgan to Assistant Chief/Administrator. The department
also hired a part-time administrative assistant. Chief Wade continued to update apparatus and equipment. Two 1996 Freightliner/
Monroe 2000 gallon tankers were delivered in 1997 at a cost of $105,000 each. In 1998, a new KME pumper was delivered at a cost
of $234,000.
In the spring of 1999, Chief David Wade stepped down. Assistant Chief/Administrator Michael Morgan resigned to take a Chief’s
position with another department. Deputy Chief David Stoltz was appointed interim Chief. After a great deal of consideration, the
Fire District Board made the decision to hire a full time Fire Chief. This was a significant change for a department whose membership had always elected their Chief. Chief Stoltz’s leadership during this period was superb and instrumental in making the transition
to a paid chief a smooth one.
In September, 1999, Richard H. Albers became NOFD’s first paid full-time Fire Chief. His background included 28 years fire service experience in paid and volunteer fire departments. He most recently served as Fire Chief for Florence, KY from 1990 to 1999.
He began his fire service career as a volunteer with St. Matthews Fire Dept. and joined the Louisville Fire Dept. in 1977.
The new Chief continued to expand services and plan for the future. The department has recently acquired new, high-tech equipment
including a thermal imaging camera, new lightweight breathing apparatus, new state of the art protective gear for firefighters and new
rescue/extrication equipment. In July, 2000, the Board of Trustees approved the Chief’s request to expand employee staffing levels
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to guarantee 6 personnel on duty per day, Monday thru Friday from 8AM to 5PM. All other hours are staffed entirely by volunteers.
In October, 2000, NOFD hired a full-time Training and Fire Prevention Coordinator. Donald A. Dahl was selected from a group of
highly qualified applicants.
In 2000, we expanded our scope of services to include fire and rescue service on our 11-mile stretch of the Ohio River. NOFD operates a fire/rescue boat which is located at the Rose Island Yacht Club. Our original “fire” boat was a 21’ cabin cruiser donated to the
department by NOFD Captain Kris Krohn and his wife Joni. The boat was modified to fit its new role, outfitted with water rescue
and EMS equipment and a 250 GPM fire pump, hose and foam.
As river activity continued to increase, repair and maintenance costs on the original fireboat began to soar. Additionally, serious reliability and safety issues began to become evident with the old craft. In 2008, the Board of Trustees authorized the purchase of a new
fire/rescue boat, specifically designed for our mission with a focus on safety, simplicity of operations and speed.
In addition to water rescue and river firefighting, NOFD has initiated a fire and life safety inspection program. The Chief of the Department is “deputized” by the Kentucky State Fire Marshal. This allows NOFD inspectors to operate with the same authority and
resources of the State Fire Marshal. Inspections were initiated in August, 2001. The goal of this program is to ensure that all properties subject to public entry are maintained according to state fire codes and life safety standards.
The expanded services of the NOFD have been achieved through the commitment of the Board of Trustees to provide the best possible service to the community. The North Oldham Fire Department currently operates two fire stations, 3 engines, 2 quads, 1 quint, 2
tankers, 1 brush fire unit, 1 technical rescue unit, 1 utility vehicle, 1 28’ fire rescue boat, 1 14’ john boat, and a 14’ enclosed trailer
containing our breathing air refilling system, rehab and command post equipment. We are staffed by 3 full-time, 20 part-time and 53
volunteer firefighters and EMT’s.
In June, 2002, NOFD took delivery of a new Quint fire apparatus with a 2000 GPM pump and a 75’ aerial ladder, built by Seagrave
Fire Apparatus of Clintonville, WI. It cost $514,300 and is assigned to the Goshen Fire Station.
In July, 2004, the Board of Trustees approved the Chief’s request to expand paid firefighter staffing levels to no less than 6 personnel
on duty per day, Monday thru Friday from 6AM to 6PM. All other times are staffed entirely by volunteers.
In April of 2007, NOFD took delivery of a new “Quad” fire apparatus for the Skylight Station. The truck was built on a Spartan
Gladiator fire apparatus chassis by Custom FIRE Apparatus Company of Osceola, Wisconsin and cost $457,300.
Many improvements in the department over the last several years paid off in late 2005 when the department was evaluated by the
Insurance Services Office. We were successful in obtaining a lower fire insurance classification for the district. Effective April 1,
2006, our Public Protection Class was lowered from Class 6 to Class 5.
In August, 2003, the Fire District began construction of a new headquarters fire station to replace the old Station 2 on KY 1793.
We are proud of the accomplishments of all the members of the NOFD as well as all who have served before. The citizens of Skylight planted a seed in 1951 and it has grown steadily for more than 50 years. We look forward to the next 50 years with excitement
and enthusiasm. We are proud to be “Neighbors serving our Community.”

1951
April 12, 1951, Board meeting:

1951
June 7, 1951, Board meeting:

June 15, 1951, Letter:

1951
Courtesy St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass, 1999, by Samuel W. Thomas, Twin Elms Court, now 4520 Shelbyville
Road. Caufield and Shook Collection 257897, University of Louisville Photographic Archives.

Courtesy Ekstrom Library, University of Louisville, CSO-263582, Brownsboro Road & Chenoweth Lane.

1951
Courtesy, Clinton E. Ring, neighborhood of Kinglan off of Rudy Lane, 1951.

1951
Courtesy of Bluegrass-St. Matthews Historical Society: May, 1951, Service Station opened by Robert
“Bob” Schulten (died 2008), who sold to Al Ring, becoming Al Ring’s American Service

Courtesy of Bluegrass-St. Matthews Historical Society: Pookman Drugs on corner, canary Cottage on
down the block, September , 1951

1951
July 3, 1951, The Jeffersonian:

Courtesy Sidney Eline Jr., Eline Realty Company:
1951 Potato Festival, that was sponsored by Gordon Chips

July 3, 1951, The Jeffersonian:

1951
July 11, 1951, Board meeting:

July 24 & August 3, 1951, Letters:

August 9, 1951:
Board meeting:

1951
August 16 & 17, 1951, Letters:

Zoning for new fire station at
117 St. Matthews Avenue

Zoning Approval for
117 St. Matthews Avenue

1951
September 1951: The department bought the property at 117 St. Matthews Avenue from the Estate of Mr.
Elwanger for $9,500.00.
September 30, 1951: Board meeting:

1951
November 5, 1951:

November 8, 1951, Board meeting:

1951
November 13, 1951: Bid on County Fire Truck, to become STMFD S1

1951
November 14, 1951: Jefferson County Fire Truck become STMFD S1:

1951
November 14, 1951: Jefferson County Fire Truck become STMFD S1:

1951
November 14, 1951, 750 G.P.M. Seagrave Fire Truck, Model No. 66 E B Serial NO. D-0855, total cost
$4,500.00.

1951
December 22 & 28, 1951, Letters:

1951
Civil Defense Fire Department Personnel Census

1951
Jefferson County Agreement with SMMFD:

1951
Jefferson County Agreement with SMMFD:

1951
Undated letter to All Fire Chiefs:

1951
Sample Charges for Fire Runs:

1951
Sample Fire Reports from 1950:

1951
1951 or 1952: We believe this picture is from this era.

Top Row, Left to Right: William Medina, Jim Weixler, Wells Meyer, Unknown, Unknown, Melch
Zehnder, John M. Monohan, Jr., Dick Wheeler, Jack Monohan, Ed Foley, Marty Kamer, Joe Kempf.
Bottom Row, Left to Right:
Haeberlin.

Allan McNalley, George Westwood, Pete Blackwell, Marty Rueff, Al

Middle Row Left to Right: Phil Schneider, Billy Smith, Jr., Dan Sullivan, Jr., John Kaster, Denny
Engnehl, Bob Brenzel, Melvin Schrode.

1951
Board Of Directors
Fred C. Boss
Marty A. Kamer
George E. Miller
John M. Monohan Jr.
Louis H. Schweitzer
James “JP” Terry
William Leland Wilson
Joseph B. “Joe” Zehnder

1951

Officers
Chief John M. Monohan Jr.
Assistant Chief Richard C. Herdt
Captain James “JP” Terry
Captain John F. Westerman
Lieutenant Marty A. Kamer
Lieutenant George R. Westwood

Firefighters
C. Fred Baringer
John A. Beierle
Morris “Jughead” Blake
John H. Cauthorn
Daniel Clark
Raymond Crabtree
Denny Engnehl
Ed Foley
“PJ” Grimes, Jr.
Charles H. Hahn
W. Rich Herdt
Robert W. “Bob” Hild
John W. “Bud” Jansen
John V. Kaster
Joseph L. “Joe” Kempf
Joe A. Lentz
Henry L. McCoy
Welles P. Meyer

W. “Tommy” Miller
John M. “Jack” Monohan, III
Jim L. O’Neal
Phillip R. Resch
J. C. Reed
Frank R. “Randy” Robertson
Paul B. Sauer
George J. Stoll, Jr.
Robert P. Wathen
Walter L. Wernert
R. M. “Dick” Wheeler, Jr.
Raymond K. “Ray” Wilson
Melchior R. “Melch” Zehnder
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