St. Matthews Fire Protection District
1952
This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper articles, pictures, etc. of
the St. Matthews Fire Protection District. They have been collected and arranged in chronological order. These
items were collected, organized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring with the help of the St.
Matthews Fire Department Alumni Association, Inc. The Association’s members are Rick Albers, A. E. “Bill”
Andriot, III, E. Gar Davis, Clarke Fenimore, Jack Monohan, Mike Noon, Russ Rakestraw and Al Ring.
The purpose of this “collection” was to create the background and research for the book St. Matthews
Firefighters, 84 Years of Firefighting in St. Matthews, Kentucky, written by and published by Al Ring in 2004.
The collection is continuing today, so if you should have old or new information on the St. Matthews Fire
Department, please contact Al Ring.
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should remember
that many came from copies of old newspaper articles. This also applies to other items such as documents,
letters, etc. Credit to the source of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available. We
realize that many items are not identified and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information. As far as
the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.
The Courier-Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.
Please use this information as a reference tool only. If the reader uses any of the information for any purpose
other than a reference tool, they must get permission from the source.
The Association would like to thank the St. Matthews Fire Protection District and various newspapers including
The Courier-Journal, The Louisville Times, and The Voice-Tribune. Our appreciation is also extended to the
various citizens and firefighters who contributed to the gathering of this information.

1952
Courtesy http://www.ballardsvillefire.com/index.htm

Ballardsville Fire Department Started

Established in 1952 in Oldham County Kentucky, we have been proud to
serve our fire district with excellence in emergency service for over fifty
years. Thank you for visiting with us.

1952
Courtesy Chief Don Wittry, Fairdale Fire District:

Fairdale Fire Department Started

THE HISTORY OF FAIRDALE FIRE DEPARTMENT
The Fairdale Volunteer Fire Department was organized in September of 1952. It was started by people of the community holding
meetings to determine the need for fire service. These folks determined they could cover a radius of 3 to 5 miles from the center of
Fairdale. The human resources were volunteer members of the community.
The Fire House which is located in the center of Fairdale was started in September 1952 and finished in November 1952. I was built
by members of the community giving their time and labor.
The first truck was delivered November 10, 1952. In 1953 a jeep was purchased and equipped for fighting field fires.
In 1955 a second fire truck was purchased which is a 500 gallon Seagrave. In 1959 another jeep was purchased for fighting field fires.
In those early days the fire department is governed by a Board of Directors which consisted of ten members. The Department is operated from membership of property owners who pay annual dues for fire protection. The Fire Department has a total of two fire trucks
and two jeeps. It is operated by a Central radio, a base station, each piece of fire equipment is radio equipped and radio receivers in
most firemen’s homes.
The Fire Department is operated by a Chief, Assistant Chief, Captain, Lieutenant, 3 Engineers, Secretary, Treasurer, and 2 Fire Marshals. The Department has a force of 39 men.
With the name "Penile, Fairdale, Coral Ridge, Auburndale, Third Street Road Volunteer Fire Departments, an identity crisis is inevitable. Forced to house the original fire truck in a private garage on Third Street Road until the completion of the new fire station in
Fairdale only added to the confusion.
The fire department began as a membership organization and remained funded with citizen donations for over twenty years.
In September 1976 the Fairdale Fire Department moved from the original Manslick Road location (Fairdale Feed & Hardware) to a
new fire station on Mitchell Hill Road. The original location where Charlie Siemens donated land for a fire station in 1952 became an
auction house before morphing into the hardware store it once neighbored.
In 1995 the need for a second station was recognized by the Board of Trustees and was constructed at 3rd Street Road and the Outer
Loop. The dedication ceremony to open the station was held October 11, 1996.
By year 2000, the Fairdale fire district grew to over 20,000 residents within this 33 square mile fire district and run volumes exceeded
700. Such run volumes dictated to the Trustees that the department move up to the next level of service with full time firefighters.
On April 1st, 2000 the first paid chief was hired. By August 1 st, 2000 the first career firefighters were hired and scheduled for nine
hours a day five days per week. Today Fairdale Fire Department is staffed with around-the-clock career, volunteer, and part-time firefighters from neighboring fire departments and they respond with EMS as first responders. Run volumes have grown to over 1500 per
year.
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Courtesy Chief Don Wittry, Fairdale Fire District:

Fairdale Fire Department Started
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1952
Mr. Merit was the STMFD Attorney.
The City of Beechwood and Fairmeade were started.
Stivers School started.
January 4, 1952, Letters:

1952
January 4, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1952
January 4, 1952: The Voice Of St. Matthews:

Left to right bottom, standing: Ray Wilson, Joe Kempf, Marty Kamer, Rich Herdt, John Cauthorn, Rich Herdt, Sr., Charlie
Haun.
Left to right at the top: John Westerman, George Westwood, John Monohan, Jr., Jim Sauer, Ed Foley, Jim Brenzel, J. P.
Terry, “Jughead” Blake.
Apparatus S1.

1952
January 10, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1952
January 10, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1952
January 11, 1952, Letter:

January 1952, Courtesy David
Evans, Harvey Browne Presbyterian Church:

January 11, 1952, The Jeffersonian:

1952
January 18, 1952, The Jeffersonian:

January 25 & 30, 1952, Letters:

1952
January 31, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

Henry
L.
McCoy,
STMFD firefighter

1952
February 7, 1952: Board meeting:

1952
February 7, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews: The fire was January 31, 1952.

Courtesy, http://www.hurstbourne.org/content.asp?q_areaprimaryid=2

Edited

There were 35 rooms in Lyndon Hall, now the Hurstbourne Club House, counting the storage rooms, vaults, cold rooms, machinery
rooms and many baths. One of the garages behind the Club House was once a stable that was the home of the famous race horse, Ten
Broeck, named for a family that occupied the house at one time. Mrs. Hert's saddle horse, Major Pendennis, and a German police dog
are buried in marked graves on the estate. The beautiful, white frame house beside the Clubhouse belongs to the Charles McNeal
family, relatives of Mrs. Hert.
For about twenty years, until her death in 1948, Mrs. Hert lived in her lovely home with its beautiful gardens complete with a gazebo
and gorgeous strutting peacocks.
The estate was purchased in 1949 by L. LeRoy Highbaugh Sr. and Jr. and the name changed to Highbaugh Farms. The Highbaughs
lived in the house for a number of years. .then in 1965 began to develop the estate into a community to be known as Hurstbourne,
with plans for a shopping center, offices, schools, churches, a country club complex containing a 27 hole golf course covering 240
acres, and stately Lyndon Hall as its club house. The streams, creek beds, well planned plantings and other natural features, as well as
the site of Lynn's Station, its springhouse, the Anderson graveyard and old stone out-buildings, have been thoughtfully preserved and
carefully incorporated into the long range planning for Hurstbourne at the request of L. Leroy Highbaugh, Jr.

1952
February 7, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1952
February 8, 1952, Letter:

February 7, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1952
February 14, 1952, Letter:

February 14, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:
Future STMFD Board Member

1952
February 14, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

February 21, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1952
February 28, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

March 5 & 6, 1952, Letters:

1952
March 13 & 23, 1952, Letters:
March 13, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1952
April 4, 5 & 9, 1952, Letter:

April 3, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1952
April 10, 1952: The Voice Of St. Matthews:

April 17, 1952: The Voice Of St. Matthews:

Firefighter Al Ring’s
future boss and then
station, Robert H.
Schulten.

1952
April 15, 1952: Board meeting:

1952
April 15, 16 & 20, 1952, Letters:

1952
April 24, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1952
April 29, 1952, Letters:

1952
May 2, 1952, Letter:

May 8, 1952, Board minutes:

May 8, 1952, The Voice Of St.

1952
May 15, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

May 22, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1952
June 5, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

June 12, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

June 1952: Construction started on a new
fire house at 117 St.
Matthews Avenue. The
contractor was Roy
Cochran. The new station was 50 by 75 feet
and held 5 pieces of fire
apparatus.

1952
June 12, 1952: Board meeting:

1952
June 19, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

June 24, 1952, Letter

1952
June 25, 1952: Special Board meeting:

June 26, 1952, The Voice of St. Matthews:

1952
June 25, 1952, Letters—Bids:

1952
June 25, 1952, Letters—Bids:

Contractor chosen

1952

Courtesy, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass, 1999, by Samuel W. Thomas, Pryor’s Mid-1952,
Royal Photo Company Collection 13404.01. University of Louisville Photographic Archives.

Courtesy, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass, 1999, by Samuel W. Thomas, Looking east at intersection of Fairmeade and Shelbyville Roads, 1952. A5-52U. University of Louisville Photographic Archives.

1952
Courtesy The Archives of St. Matthews Episcopal Church, Louisville, Kentucky, Ed Hill:
Picture of the grounds for the present church. This picture was taken at the time of the ground breaking
in 1952. The photographer had his back to Hubbard's Lane. Massie Avenue
was on the photographer's right.

1952
Courtesy of Bluegrass-St. Matthews Historical Society: Site of Brownsboro Shopping Center and Beverly O’Nan’s father ran an American Oil (Pan Am) Service Station here. March, 1952
St. Matthews Your Community
Newspaper, July 14, 1949

Courtesy of Bluegrass-St. Matthews Historical Society: Just east of Fairmeade Road, September, 1952

1952
July 2, 1952, Letter:

1952
July 3, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1952
July 9, 1952: Annual Board meeting:

1952
July 17, 1952: The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1952
July 24, 1952: The Voice Of St. Matthews:
Future STMFD firefighter

July 31, 1952: The Voice Of St. Matthews:

August 7, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1952
August 14, 1952: Board meeting:

1952
August 14, 1952: The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1952
August 17, 1952, Letter:

August 28, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1952
August 30, 1952: Special Board meeting:

August 29, 1952, The Jeffersonian:

August 30, 1952: Board Resolution:

1952
September 4, 1952: Changed Articles of Incorporation.

1952
September 5, 1952, The Jeffersonian:

1952
THIS AGREEMENT made and entered into on the ____ day of September, 1952, between Jefferson County Fiscal Court, party of
the first part, and the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department, party of the second part:
The party of the first part having adopted a general plan for aid to community fire departments, and the party of the second part, desiring to qualify under said plan, it is agreed as follows:
1. The party of the second part agrees to give fire protection to citizens of Jefferson County living or owning property within the
boundaries of the hereinafter described district.
2. The party of the second part agrees to maintain a fire department which qualifies for seventh class insurance rates, where standard
fire plugs are available, and ninth class insurance rates, where there are no fire plugs, according to the rules of the Kentucky Inspection Bureau.
3. The party of the second part agrees to maintain a crew of at least twelve (12) fully trained firemen and to participate in the training
program provided by the party of the first part, requiring all of the volunteer firemen to attend the training school to be conducted at
the fire house of the second party.
4. The party of the first part agrees to give financial assistance to the party of the second part not to exceed Eighteen Hundred Dollars
($1,800.00) per year, payable quarterly, for the operation and maintenance of said department. The party of the first part further
agrees to give financial assistance to the party of the second part, not to exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) for the construction or renovation of its firehouse.
5. The funds setout in paragraphs 4 and 7 are to be matched dollar for dollar for money raised by the party of the second part and
expended or used for fire protection and/or for the erection or renovation of its firehouse. The party of the second part is to furnish
proof to the Clerk of the Fiscal Court that it has raised said funds and is to furnish such proof as required by the Fiscal Court that said
money was raised and used for fire protection, including an adit of its boobs and records. Said audit will be submitted on or before
June 15 of the Fiscal year or years covered by this agreement.
6. The party of the second part now owns and operates at least one (1) approved pumper. In the event said second party wishes to
acquire an additional pumper, the party of the first part will be given notice thereof at least thirty (30) days before the order therefore
is placed.
7. The party of the first part agrees to match funds for money actually raised and spent for the purchase of an additional pumper, not
to exceed Fifteen Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00). In no event will the second party be entitled to have funds matched in purchasing
more than two (2) approved pumpers during the life of the program presently in operation.
8. The party of the second part agrees at all times to have at least one (1) pumper and a full crew within the boundaries of the hereinafter described district, or to arrange for another department to answer calls during its absence from said district.
9. This contract is effective as of July 1, 1952 and shall continue in effect until the Fiscal Court changes its general plan or modified
by a subsequent agreement in writing. If either party desires to cancel this agreement on or after June 30, 1953, notice thereof must
be given sixty (60) days before June 1 or any subsequent year.
10. The area covered by this agreement is described as follows: BEGINNING at the point of intersection of the center line of Frankfort avenue and the east line of the City of Louisville; thence southeast with the east line of the City of Louisville and continuing with
the line of the City of Louisville to the point of intersection with the center line of Cannons Lane and Grandview Avenue; thence
southwest with the center line of Cannons Lane to the point of intersection with the center line of Beauchamp Road; thence southeast
with the center line of Beauchamp Road and the center line of Beauchamp Road if extended southeast to a point in the North line of
the right of way of the Inner Belt Highway (Henry Watterson Expressway); thence northeast with the north line of the Inner Belt
Highway to the point of intersection with the wet line of Arterburn Estate and the east line of the Monohan Estate; thence northwest
with the line common to Arterburn and Monohan Estate to the point of intersection with the east line of R. W. Marshall and the west
line of Zachary Taylor Post 180, American Legion; thence north 1860 feet with the line common to the R. W. Marshall and Zachary
Taylor Post 180, American Legion to a point in the South line of the right of way of the Louisville and Shelbyville Highway, U. S.
60. Said point being 1050 feet east of corner to Long and 350 feet west to corner to Arterburn; thence north to a point in the north line
of the right of way of the Louisville and Shelbyville Highway, U. S. 60, said point being 1169.69 feet east of east line of Sage Road
and also being southeast corner of James J. Butler Estate and the east line of the City of Beechwood Village; thence northeast with
the line common to James J. Butler Estate and City of Beechwood Village 2075.79 feet to a corner thence northeast with line common to City of Beechwood Village and the Arterburn Estate 1228.20 feet to corner; thence northwest with the line of the City of Beechwood Village 866.89 feet to a point in the south line of the right of way of the Louisville and Nashville Railroad; thence southwest
with the line common to the City of Beechwood Village and right of way of the Louisville and Nashville Railroad; 1880 feet to the
point of intersection with west line of Beechwood Road if extended; thence northwest with the west line of Beechwood Road if extended and west of line of Beechwood Road 2545 feet to a point in the north line of the right of way of Westport Road; thence northeast with the north line of the right of way of Westport Road 661 feet to a point of intersection with line common to R. W. Hite and
Foeburn

1952
Subdivision; thence west with line common to R. W. Hite and Foeburn Subdivision 656.83 feet to corner; thence northwest with line
common to R. W. Hite and Foeburn Subdivision 272 feet to corner; thence northeast with line common to R. W. Hite and Schwartz,
676 feet to corner; thence northeast with line common to R. W. Hite and Greenbriar Subdivision 948 feet to a point in the east line of
Merrifield Subdivision and west line of J. Hildenbrand if extended; thence northwest with the east line of Merrifield Subdivision and
west line of Hildenbrand if extended and the east line of Merrifield Subdivision and the west line of Hildenbrand 4385 feet to a point
in the north line of right of way of the Brownsboro Road, said point being 475 feet east of the east line of Rudy Lane; thence Southwest with the north line of right of way of Brownsboro Road to the point of intersection with line common to Zachary Taylor National Cemetery and Blakely; thence northwest with line common to Zachary Taylor National cemetery and Blakely to southeast corner
to Lampton; thence northwest with line common to Lampton and Blakely to southeast corner to Smithfield Subdivision; thence northeast with line common to Smithfield Subdivision and Blakely 769 feet to the northeast corner to Smithfiled Subdivision and Rupp;
thence southwest with line common to Smithfield Subdivision and Rupp 1565 feet to the center line of Blankenbaker Lane; thence
north with the center line of Blankenbaker Lane 355 feet to the point of intersection with the northeast line of Indian Hills-Cherokee
Unit #4; thence northeast with the north line of Indian Hills-Cherokee Unit #4 and the north line of Indian Hills developing Company
to the point of intersection with the northeast line of the City of Indian Hills; thence continuing northwest with the line of the City of
Indian Hills to the point of intersection with north line of Rolling Fields section #3; thence with north line of Rolling Fields Section
#3 and the north line of rolling Fields Section #2 to a point in the center line of Swing Lane thence with the center line of Swing Lane
to the point of intersection with the east line of the City of Louisville; thence with the east line of the City of Louisville and continuing with the line of City of Louisville to the point of beginning.

September 11, 1952: Board meeting:

1952
September 11 & 25, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1952
September 26, 1952: There appears to have been a wreck involving S1. On November 13 the Board agreed to file suit against
the driver and Indemnity Insurance Company.
The wreck took place in front of the City of Richlawn on Shelbyville Road.

September 29, 1952: Louisville 8, Ky., 1502 – So. 7th St. St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Depart., 113 Breckenridge Lane

St. Matthews, Ky., Dear Sirs:
I have your letter stating that you are moving out of the concrete block building you have been renting from me to house your two
Fire Engines, as of Oct. 1st 1952.
Also have your letter in which you quoted me a price on your building.
I have decided I do not wish the building and I request that you remove it as soon as you vacate the premises.
I would like for you to leave the concrete floor as it is since it would be of no value to you to break it up and remove it.
Sincerely yours, Ralph E. Whitehead

1952
1952, Unknown dates of construction of new station, 117 St. Matthews Avenue:

1952
September, October and November, 1952: The department was averaging about 4 weed and field fires a week. Captain
J. P. Terry requested the Voice to print an article asking the residents to please be careful when burning trash, because they can so
easily get out of control. Many garages were damaged because of this.

October 2, 1952: The department moved to the brand new quarters at 117 St. Matthews Avenue.
October 2, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1952
October 2, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1952
October, 3, 1952, Letter:

October 7, 1952: First fire from new firehouse was a field/weed fire next door to 3929 Leland Road.
October 1952: The department demolished the old firehouse, as requested by the owner of the lot, Mr. Whitehead.

1952
October 9, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

Louisville Times, around this time frame

October 11, 1952, The Courier-Journal:

1952
October 10, 1952, Judge B. L. Shamburger inspected the new building and equipment.
October 12, 1952: Board meeting:

1952
October 16, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews: October 23, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:
Wife of Firefighter from 1941 to 1953

Don’t try to read this page, articles on next page:

1952
October 23, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1952
October 23, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1952
October 23, 1952: The Voice of St. Matthews: St. Matthews Volunteer Firemen Hold Open House Sunday In New Mod-

ern Building. Knock on Wood! But with no serious fire since 1945, the Greater St. Matthews area has more than one good reason
for turning out Sunday to help the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Association observe Open House in its brand new headquarters building at 117 St. Mathews Avenue.
With fingers crossed, and hoping for continued good luck, the volunteer department isn’t asking for a community pat on the back.
Rather, the 35 active members, the officers, and the directors simply want the public to visit the new fire house, inspect the modern
equipment, and realize that it takes community support in terms of cash to carry on and to continue to improve service and facilities.
“Dues are due,” they say, for every property owner within the three mile radius that the St. Matthews firemen serve. The minimum
subscription is $3.00.
With several “firsts” to its credit, the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Association has received recognition as one of the largest, mostefficient, and best equipped volunteer departments in Kentucky.
But it wasn’t always so.
Although it is the oldest volunteer department in Jefferson county, it started in a very humble manner with its incorporation as an
association in December, 1919.
Started With Model T: Its equipment consisted of one Model T Ford Truck, which was housed in the part of the Eline Chevrolet
building that is now occupied by Morgan’s Men’s Shop and Clay’s 5¢ & 10¢. Later, it was moved to A. L. Hansen’s paint shop, then
located where Martin’s Grocery is now.
Young and ambitious to improve its facilities, the Association in 1923 and 1924 built its own building on Breckinridge Lane, the
building which is now occupied by Linebach’s Shoe Service. When completed, the Model T. truck moved in.
At that time, Jesse Ogden owned and operated the corner drug store, and lived upstairs. He was the kingpin of the Volunteer Fire
Department throughout his life in St. Matthews, and donated use of the land upon which the fire station was built.
Fire association meetings were always held in his drug store. His upstairs bedroom was equipped with the alarm signal, and he took
time off from his self-appointed duty as alarm custodian only twice a year, Labor Day and Christmas Day. On Labor Day he always
operated a successful wheel at the annual American Legion carnival.
Ogden was assisted by his son John Henry Ogden, who placed phone calls to the volunteers each time the alarm sounded.
Throughout the period from 1919 until March, 1931, fire insurance in the St. Matthews area cost 96¢ per $100 of property valuation.
Upon receipt of a new Seagrave pumper in March 1931, the fire insurance rate dropped to 84¢ per $100.
Pumper at Lyndon: Still owned by the association, the 1931 Seagrave pumper has been used by the Lyndon Volunteer Fire department since August 1951. It will come back home to the new headquarters building (117 St. Matthews Avenue), upon arrival of a new
pumper purchased by the Lyndon department which is expected this weekend.
Purchase of a second Seagraves pumper was authorized by the association directors in February 1941. At the same time, construction
of a new and larger fire station, right next door was authorized. The building was completed in May, just in time to receive the new
pumper.
That building was razed this month, by agreement with Ralph Whitehead, owner of the property, immediately after the new fire station was occupied on St. Matthews Avenue.
Although property in Jefferson county receives fire protection now only from volunteer departments, except in Anchorage, there was
a time, not too long ago, when service was also supplied by paid departments.
In 1946, three tax paid fire departments were set up, and each equipped with a pumper. They were located at Middletown, Newburg,
and Pleasure Ridge, one unit for each magisterial district.
John M. Monohan, Jr., chief of the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department, recalls that the Middletown pumper was on display at
the first St. Matthews Potato Festival in the summer of 1947.
The county department was abolished in January, 1950, and the St. Matthews volunteer association purchased the pumper that had
been stationed at Middletown. The pumper moved to St. Matthews in November, 1951.
Serve Area Doubled: The year 1951 was a memorable one for the department in another way, too. The Kentucky Inspection Bureau granted the St. Matthews department an extension of territory from 1 ½ to three miles, the only volunteer association in the
county authorized to serve such a large area.
That recognition was given, due to the department’s low fire loss record, equipment, efficiency, and because of the formation of other
volunteer departments in the general area.
At the same time, seventh class insurance rates were reduced another 9¢ from 33¢ to 24¢, as at present. Seventh class rates apply
within 1,000 feet of a fire hydrant and within three miles of the St. Matthews Volunteer fire department.
In September, 1951, the lot for the new, and still larger, fire station was purchased by the association from the Elwanger estate. Construction started in June, 1952, with Roy Cochran as general contractor. The building was occupied October 1.
The building was officially inspected on October 10 by Fiscal Court Judge Boman L. Shamburger.
Phone On Trucks: Another “first” acquired by the St. Matthews fire department came with installation of mobile telephone equipment on one of the trucks. All volunteer fire departments in Jefferson County are now so equipped, enabling the chiefs to call other
departments, county police, or even to call the Mrs. To tell her “I’ll be late for supper, hon; I’m out on a run.”
Again, knock on wood, but the St. Matthews department has fought only three Big fires. (note, I am not sure I agree with their idea
of big).
Holy Trinity church burned down to the foundation in September, 1937. The rear part of the Ford Agency building was destroyed by
fire in 1943; since rebuilt, it is now occupied by the St. Mathews Trim Shop and Consolidated Sales. The third fire was in 1945 when
the A & P burned out where Buck’s and other stores are now.
Since the death of Jesse Ogden in 1945, the department has been indebted to Mr. T. Hopkins of the Belmont Cab Co. for answering
all fire calls gratis and summoning the volunteer members of the department by phone calls to their homes or business places.
By arrangement with the telephone company, the department can also be summoned in case of fire by dialing “O” and asking for the
St. Matthews fire department.
Constant improvement of the department can be credited to the board of directors, the chief and his officers, and the willing cooperation of the 35 active members of the department.
John M. Monohan, who has been the department chief since 1941, is assisted by Richard Herdt, assistant chief; J. P. Terry and John

1952
October 23, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

Westerman, captains; Martin Kamer and George Westwood, lieutenants.
Former chiefs of the department were: Xavier Schuler, Andrew Neichter, Raymond Young, and Henry Monohan.
The present board of directors consists of Monohan, president; E. L. Wilson vice-president; George Miller, secretary; Fred Boss,
treasurer; J. P. Terry, Martin Kamer, Louis Schweitzer and Joe Zehnder.

1952
October 26, 1952: Open House at the new fire house.

Left to right: Randy Robertson, Ray Wilson, John Monohan, Jr., J. P. Terry, R. M. Wheeler, J. B. Kaster, John Cauthorn,
Ed Foley, Jack Monohan, Charlie Haun, Marty Kamer.
Ed Foley and John Monohan,
Jr. on right.

F. R. Robertson, J. V. Kaster,
J. H. Cauthorn and J. B. Ross,
Training on left.

1952

Rich Herdt, Sr.

Ed Foley

John V. Kaster

J. P. Terry

J. P. Terry (driver), Ed Foley

R.

M. “Dick” Wheeler Jr.

Chief John M. Monohan.

1952
October 23, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews: : 10:45 a.m., a fire started from hot ashes and burned an adjoining garage
at the home of Howard Hopkins 82 Warrior Road. 2 cars were destroyed, a 1950 Dodge, and a 1951 Ford. Also the study, den, and
front bedroom located above the garage were burned out.
St. Matthews now had a new fire house and 3 good pumpers, Betsy, the 1941 Ford-Seagrave 500 GPM Pumper and the 1947
Seagrave 750 GPM pumper.

1952
October 23, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1952
October 30, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

October 30, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1952
November 6, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:
:

November 7, 1952, Letter:

November 13, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1952
November 13, 1952, Board meeting:

November 13, 1952, Letter:

1952
November 20, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

December 11, 1952: Board meeting:

1952
November 22, 1952, The Courier-Journal:

1952
Courtesy of Connie Corey (62) .

Courtesy The Voice of
St. Matthews, August
28, 1952.

Orville J. Stivers School

1952
December 18, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1952
December 19, 1952, Letter:

Sample charge for fire run:

December 19, 1952, The Jeffersonian:

1952
1952 Softball Team:
From left to right front row: Joe Kempf, John Kaster, John M. Monohan, Jr., Dick Wheeler, Rich Herdt, and
Denny Engnehl.
From left to right middle row: Rich Herdt Sr., J. P. Terry, Phil Resch, Paul Sauer, George Westwood, Paul
Dawson, Wells P. Meyer, Melvin Schrode, Ed Foley and Mel Zehnder.
From left to right back row: Pete Blackwell, John Carr, Kent Tully, Walter Wernert and Jack Monohan.

1952
Sample Fire Run Reports:

1952
Board Of Directors
Fred C. Boss
Marty A. Kamer
George E. Miller
John M. Monohan Jr.
Louis H. Schweitzer
James “JP” Terry
William Leland Wilson
Joseph B. “Joe” Zehnder

1952

Officers
Chief John M. Monohan Jr.
Assistant Chief Richard C. Herdt
Captain James “JP” Terry
Captain John F. Westerman
Lieutenant Marty A. Kamer
Lieutenant George R. Westwood

Firefighters
C. Fred Baringer
John A. Beierle
Morris “Jughead” Blake
John H. Cauthorn
Daniel Clark
Raymond Crabtree
Denny Engnehl
William Eskridge
Ed Foley
“PJ” Grimes, Jr.
Charles H. Hahn
W. Rich Herdt
John V. Kaster
Rudy E. Kaster
Joseph L. “Joe” Kempf
Henry L. McCoy
William E. “Bill” Medina
Welles P. Meyer

W. “Tommy” Miller
John M. “Jack” Monohan, III
Jim L. O’Neal
Phillip R. Resch
J. C. Reed
Frank R. “Randy” Robertson
Paul B. Sauer
George J. Stoll, Jr.
John K. Kint Tully
Robert P. Wathen
Walter L. Wernert
R. M. “Dick” Wheeler, Jr.
Raymond K. “Ray” Wilson
Melchior R. “Melch” Zehnder

