St. Matthews Fire Protection District
1955
This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper articles, pictures, etc. of
the St. Matthews Fire Protection District. They have been collected and arranged in chronological order. These
items were collected, organized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring with the help of the St.
Matthews Fire Department Alumni Association, Inc. The Association’s members are Rick Albers, A. E. “Bill”
Andriot, III, E. Gar Davis, Clarke Fenimore, Jack Monohan, Mike Noon, Russ Rakestraw and Al Ring.
The purpose of this “collection” was to create the background and research for the book St. Matthews
Firefighters, 84 Years of Firefighting in St. Matthews, Kentucky, written by and published by Al Ring in 2004.
The collection is continuing today, so if you should have old or new information on the St. Matthews Fire
Department, please contact Al Ring.
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should remember
that many came from copies of old newspaper articles. This also applies to other items such as documents,
letters, etc. Credit to the source of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available. We
realize that many items are not identified and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information. As far as
the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.
The Courier-Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.
Please use this information as a reference tool only. If the reader uses any of the information for any purpose
other than a reference tool, they must get permission from the source.
The Association would like to thank the St. Matthews Fire Protection District and various newspapers including
The Courier-Journal, The Louisville Times, and The Voice-Tribune. Our appreciation is also extended to the
various citizens and firefighters who contributed to the gathering of this information.

1955
McMahan Volunteer Fire Department: Officially started in 1955, with its first Chief being John Westerman who had
retired from the St. Matthews Fire Department. Their first fire-house was built on land at 3118 Hunsinger Lane, donated by Mr. Roy
F. McMahan In 1956 they received their first fire truck, a 1955 Ford Seagrave 500 gpm pumper.

The Following articles are from The Voice Of St. Matthews:

March 24, 1955
March 17, 1955

April 14, 1955
March 31, 1955
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McMahan Volunteer Fire Department:

The Following articles are from The Voice Of St. Matthews:

May 19, 1955

April 28, 1955

1955
McMahan Volunteer Fire Department:

The Following articles are from The Voice Of St. Matthews:

June 9, 1955

June 30, 1955

April 26, 1956

1955
McMahan Volunteer Fire Department:

Information from

In February of 1955, Daniel Boone, coordinator for the Jefferson County Volunteer firemen, addressed the Board of Trustees of
the City of St. Regis Park regarding their concerns for fire protection, as their City was outside the 3 mile limits of existing fire
stations at Lyndon, St. Matthews and Jeffersontown. He proposed that financial assistance for a Fire Department would be solicited from the County and the 5 small cities within the proposed protection area. He estimated the cost for this service to be $17 the first
year per home owner and $5 there after. He proposed that these costs wo uld more than be made up in a sav ings of at least
$38 per year on fire insur-ance for each home owner. He proposed that the Fire Department would be owned and manned by
the Jeffersontown Volunteer Fire Department and that it would be up and running by July 1st of 1955. Fi nally, he proposed a town meeting to be held at the Melbourne Heights School to determine if the residents of this community were truly interested in forming a Fire Department.
On March 22, 1955, a meeting was held at the Melbourne Heights School to consider a fire station for the 1000+ families in
the eastern part of Jefferson County, Kentucky known as Hikes Point. It was estimated that $25,000 would need to be raised to start
the Fire Department. Before the end of the meeting over $7,000 was pledged and a Fire Department was born, the Hikes Point Volunteer Fire Department. The Fire Department was to be funded by donations and $25.00 subscriptions from property owners. Daniel
Boone, the Director of the Jefferson County Fire Program estimated that residents would save up to 65% on their insurance programs
with the proposed new fire station.
Jefferson County Government was so licited in hopes of obtaining some free property on Taylorsville Road for the station. In May of 1955, Roy F. McMahan Sr., donated a lot near his proposed shopping center and the Hikes Point Bowling Lanes on
Hunsinger Lane, for the fire station. In return for the donation and due to the close proximity of the fire station to his proposed shopping center, the Fire Department was named McMahan Center Volunteer Fire Department. Building plans were drawn up
and a contract was awarded to Wilson Stoess Company to construct the 30 foot by 60 foot building for a total cost of $11, 875.00.
The new fire station included space for 2 fire trucks, a kitchen, 2 bathrooms, and an equipment storage room. Larry Burnett of
Bryant-Burnett Heating, and a trustee with the City of St. Regis Park, provided the heating system for the lire station gratis.
This was just one of the many donations that were received from civic minded persons and firms. Today, the fire station at 3018
Hunsinger Lane is utilized as a storage a building by the McMahan Group.
As of July 1, 1955, over $13,500 had been committed to the new Fire Depart ment. The target date for the new equipment to arrive was September 1, 1955, and the scheduled completion date of the new fire station was October 1, 1955. John S.
Westerman of Houston Acres was Selected as the first Fire Chief.
The first new fire engine was scheduled to arrive on January 21, 1956. By that time, the building had been completed, the hose and
equipment had been delivered, and the house siren had been installed. Volunteer fire fighters were eagerly awaiting the arrival of
the new fire engine to start their training process. McMahan Center Volunteer Fire Department officially went into service on February 1, 1956, after receiving their official rating as a Fire Department on January 21, 1956.
On March 3, 1956, an open house was scheduled to give the public an opportunity to inspect the new fire station, truck and equipment. County Judge Bertram Van Arsdale made the dedication. Along with the open house, a raffle was held for a 1956 Pontiac and a
1956 24" Motorola TV, with the proceeds of the $5 chances being uti-lized to purchase additional equipment and protective
clothing.
Twenty-two additional volunteer tire fighters signed up for the Tuesday evening training sessions which began on March 5,
1956. These volunteers were required to obtain 20 hours of training before they could actually go into service.
July 1956, brought the first fund raising effort. "Fun-0-Rama" ran from July 10th to the 15th. With a carnival type atmosphere including Ferris wheels, merry-go-round, and horse rides, the Fire Department was trying to raise funds to pay off their mortgage of $9,000
on their first fire engine. Various neighborhood organizations such as St. Regis Park and Lincolnshire worked such booths as the
grocery booth, sportsman's booth, and candy booth with ticket prices being 5 or 10 cents. This find raising effort netted the Fire
Department over $2,200.
By July of 1956, the area was already star ting to develop , and according to Thomas Wilder, President of the Fire Department, consideration was being made to purchase another engine for $18,000 as well as $2,000 in additional necessary
equipment.
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McMahan Volunteer Fire Department:
In January of 1957, Chief Inspector, William Reinert, under the direction of Chief McGhee, established the first Fire Prevention Bureau in the nation in a volunteer Fire Department. All homes and business-es within their jurisdiction were inspected on a
year round basis. The National Fire Protection Association conveyed an award to the Fire Department for their leadership in fire
safety. Chief McGhee stated that "we have fine equipment and a nice shiny new truck, but nothing would make us happier than to
never have to use it."
The original pumper was a 1956 Sea grave and was designated "Mac 1". The St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department provided an additional pumper for a dollar, a 1941 Ford, designated "Mac 2", to help the Fire Department get started. In 1959, a
Ford/American pumper with a 1000 gallon water tank was purchased and designated "Mac 3". During this time period fire hydrants were few and far between and this "hydrant on wheels" proved to be very useful.
In 1962, a Ford/Sutphen Pumper was purchased to replace the original "Mac 2". This unit had a front mount pump that
would allow it to pump and roll at the same time. Since the area was largely undeveloped, field fires were a major concern and
this unit would allow the Fire Department to better handle them. Lillian H. Barth donated a set of hydraulic tools known as a
"Porto-Power" to help the Fire Department with vehicle accidents. This unit is still in service as a parade piece and auxiliary pumper. In August of 1965, Chief James Wetherby proudly reported to the residents of the St. Regis Park that the Fire Department
was one of 4 across the County that had achieved a Class 6 fire insurance rating. It was also during this time period that
McMahan became one of the first Fire Departments to sign up for the new Central dispatch.
In 1966, Albert F. "Sam" Barth took over as Chief and set the standard for a one (1) minute response time that is still the standard today. His fellow firefighters alleged that he slept in his car or had a radio at his bed, because no one in the County could
go "10-6" any quicker than he. His son, Paul could be seen riding with him on many of the fires, getting dressed as they traveled
down the road.
It was during this time period that Louisville Fire Department contracted with Mc-Mahan for services. Fire run responses almost doubled over the next 3 years. Chief "Sam" Barth was known for his commit-ment and dedication. Funds were so tight that Chief
Barth would take money out of his pocket to purchase equipment that was needed for the Fire Department. He purchased himself,
the first portable Motorola hand held radio for the Department. He also had the only "dual channel" ten- ten portable monitor and
could be seen carrying this one foot by one foot square box on his shoulder wherever he went so as not to miss a call. He never
took a vacation and was proud of the fact that in 10 years, he never missed a fire run.
Chief Albert Barth took a short sabbatical from the Fire Department in 1970 but returned in 1976 to serve on the Board of Trustees, where he served as Chairman until his death in November of 1993.
In 1972, under the leadership of Chief Alvin Sutt, a Ford/Pirsch Quad was purchased to help protect the fast growing community and to replace the 1958 Ford/American pumper. The old "Mac 3" was sold to Ghent Fire Department in Ghent, Kentucky,
Also in the early 1970's, the original fire station on Hunsinger Lane was remodeled to add office space and a large
training room to help meet the needs of the quickly growing Fire Department and community.
1975 brought major changes to the Fire Department. The Fire Department became an independent taxing district and changed its
name to McMahan Fire Protection District, to reflect this new finding source. A Holding Company was formed as well, that
would allow the Fire District to borrow funds beyond their annual income. As the community grew and additional fire
protection became necessary, this was a way of keeping up with the growth and preparing for the future.
In 1975, a Ford/Pirsch Telesqurt, a sister unit to the 1972 Ford!Pirsch Quad, was purchased to help keep up with the grow-ing
community needs. Unfortunately, the fire station on Hunsinger Lane would not house the new apparatus. The Hikes Point area was
beco ming increasingly b usy with traffic and this was the opportunity to move away from this traffic congested area. Under
the leadership of Chief Paul O'Leary, a site was chosen on Taylorsville Road and a new building was built. The new building
was "state of the art" and included 3 apparatus bays, a large storage room, large training room, and additional office space. Unfortunately the building wasn't completed until after the delivery of the 1975 Ford/Pirsch Telesqurt. The Jeffersontown Fire Protection
District gladly housed the unit until the fire station was completed. In May of 1975, the new build-ing was completed at a cost of
$352,000 and shortly thereafter, the 1956 Seagrave, "Mac I ", was sold. On August 4, 1975, the old fire station on Hunsinger
Lane was sold for $70,000 and the old house siren was sold to Pleasure Ridge Park Fire Dis-trict for their station #5, where it
still sits today.
1977 marked the year that the Fire Dis-trict received their first powered, hydraulic rescue tools. From the assistance of many donations including the Meadow Heights Women's Club, and the Sterling Road Association, a complete set of Hurst "Jaws" was purchased by Chief O'Leary. A service van was converted to carry these along with other rescue and salvage tools. Under the leadership of Chief Larry Schweitzer, a 1978 Pirsch Pumper was purchased to both add to the fleet, and to modernize the apparatus. This was the first diesel apparatus for the Fire Department. This unit was sold to Dixie Suburban Fire District in
2004 and is still in use today as one of their front line pumpers. In 1979, the Insurance Services Office inspected the Fire District and
awarded a class 4 insurance rating. McMahan was one of six (6) Fire Departments across the County with this high rating. In
1981, also under the leadership of Chief Larry Schweitzer, a Ford! Saulsbury rescue truck was purchased to carry the many
tools that had previously been carried on a service van. Vehicle rescues were a major problem for the Fire District at that time, due
to the ever increasing traffic flow in Hikes Point and Interstate 64. This unit had a front mount winch, on board generator, and
many storage compartments. The unit was sold in 1986 to St. Matthews Fire Protection District for use as a command van and ambulance. It now resides at the Anchorage Fire Protection Dis-trict where it is utilized as a Command and Mobile Radio Control Center
for the entire city of Anchorage.
On August 1, 1983, a new era had be gun, and the first career firefighters were hired. Chief Paul Barth was hired as the
first career Fire Chief, with his responsibilities to administrate and oversee the operations of the Fire District on a full time
basis. With the growing requests for public education programs and to keep up with the "explosion" of new construction, a Fire
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McMahan Volunteer Fire Department:
Prevention/Public Education Offi-cer, Bill Renninger, was added to the ca-reer staff. Shortly thereafter in 1985, 2 ad-ditional
career fire-fighters were added to help maintain the station and apparatus as well as perform maintenance duties. Chief Barth's
philosophy was that "the volunteer firefighters time given to the Department should be spent on training and making fire run
responses, not cleaning hose and fire apparatus".
In 1984, under the leadership of Chief Paul Barth, the Fire District received a Class 2 fire insurance rating by the
Insurance Services Office. At the time, this Fire District was one of only two in Jefferson County receiving this high rating.
This rating gave residents and businesses in our area, the cheapest fire insurance rates possible. This rating still holds true today, over 20 years later.
In 1986, in an effort to demonstrate how equipment and apparatus could be shared across the County along with true taxpayer savings, a Ford/Super Vacuum Air, Light, and P o wer Ap p aratus wa s p urchased . This unit carries 72 spare air bottles, has a
6 bottle cascade system, an on-board air compressor and a 20,000 watt hydraulic generator. This apparatus is used throughout Jefferson County and from time to time responds outside Jefferson County and to many areas of Southern Indiana. The pur-chase of this
unit has been the catalyst for other Fire Districts to purchase specialized equipment and apparatus to share. In 1986, a service van
was purchased to replace the 1977 service van that was growing tired after being utilized as both a service vehicle, and a rescue vehicle. The 1977 service van was sold to St. Matthews Fire Protec-tion District.
1987 brought even more changes to the Fire District. Under the direction of Chief Paul Barth, the fire station was remodeled to add bay space, more office space, additional storage space, and dormitories where 7 volunteer Fire -Fighters would
live. With the addition of these new living quarters, the Fire District was able to provide a 1 minute response time 24 hours a
day. This Fire Protection District was one of the first to try this new concept which today is the standard at most fire stations. 1987 also brought the addition of several more career Firefighters and a new Seagrave Pumper/Squrt. This unit was state of
the art as far as fire suppression capabili ties and firefighter safety. With a 4 door completely enclosed cab and air conditioning,
firefighters would travel in a safe environment to incident scenes. How many times while you were hanging off of the back
of one of the older pumpers, did you look down at the pavement and pray that you didn't fall off? With 5 "quick lines" and
a 1,000 g.p.m. nozzle elevated on a boom, this fire apparatus is equipped for the "big one".
In an effort to show unity of the County Fire Service as a whole and to work towards a common goal of a unified fire protection
system across Jefferson County, the official name of the Fire District was changed to Jefferson County Fire Protection District 14 McMahan and the Jefferson County Fire Service logo was adopted. This name reflects both our official taxing district number and
the community we serve, yet shows unity to the other Fire Districts across the County.
In 1996, the Fire District still boasted a Class 2 fire insurance rating and was constantly working to try and improve that
rating to become a Class 1. In fact, a 1996 rating by the insurance Services Offices put us within I or 2 points of being a Class
1 Department, of which there are only 2 in the entire United States. A 1994 Seagrave Pumper/Squirt which is a sister apparatus to
the 1987 Seagrave Pumper/Squirt and a 1994 Seagrave 100' Aerial Ladder were purchased to replace two (2) apparatus that
were retired from service. The 1994 Seagrave 100' Aerial Ladder is a mobile "tool box" carrying rescue, medical, and salvage
equipment. The 100' ladder is available to reach the upper floors of the several high rise buildings within the District. Also in 1994,
the Hurst hydraulic rescue tools were retired and 2 new sets of Holmatro powered hydraulic tools were purchased. Rescue
tools are now carried on the first out pumper as well as the aerial ladder.
The 1972 Ford/Pirsch Quad was sold to Monroe Township Volunteer Fire Department in Henryville, Indiana where it
serves as their front line pumper. The 1975 sister unit, the Ford/Pirsch Telesqurt was sold to Whitley City Volunteer Fire Department in Whitley City, Kentucky. It will serve as their only aerial device and primary pumper.
1994 brought the first night, career firefighter employed by the Fire District. Chief Paul Barth felt that someone should be at the
fire station at all times. Additional career firefighters were hired bringing the total up to 6 full time and 1 part time. In September of 1994, the Fire District be came involved in an E.M.T. -D and First Responder Program in conjunction with the Jefferson County Emergency Medical Services. The Fire District responds to all life threatening situations across our Fire
District and in close proximity to the fire station. The front line apparatus are equipped with E.M.T. kits, oxygen kits, and other
medical equipment to provide basic life support until the arrival of an ambulance. In addition, 2 defibrillators were rotated
among the apparatus and staff cars to provide "jump starting" of a heart if necessary. In 1996, there were 18 E.M.T. - D's
and 1 First Responder with several additional Firefighters currently in training. The new surname of McMah-an Fire & Rescue
more clearly defined the services that the Fire District provides to its customers.
Also in 1994, a new personnel carrier was purchased to replace the 1986 service van. With the number of volunteer firefighters increasing and the current seat ing arrangements on the fire apparatus limiting our manpower to 6 per appara
-tus, a supplemental vehicle was needed to transport fire-fighters. In 1995 a pick up truck was purchased for use as a medical response vehicle and service unit. This unit was replaced in 1996 due to damages received from an accident. Also in 1996, 3 new
Ford Crown Victoria command cars were purchased to replace the 1991 models. One of the 1991 vehicles was kept for use as a medical response vehicle and staff car.
Today (2005), the Fire District still boasts a Class 2 fire insurance rating. We have success-fully been able to continue this
rating for well over 20 years. It has always been Chief Paul Barth's goal to achieve a Class I fire insurance rating, however, this may require a substantial increase in career staffing to achieve this goal. In October of 2004, the District took delivery of a 2004, 75 foot Seagrave Quint. This apparatus replaces the 1978 Pirsch pumper that had been in service for well over 20
years. The 1978 Pirsch pumper was sold to the Dixie Suburban Fire Protection District, and is being used as one of their
front line ap-paratus.
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McMahan Volunteer Fire Department:
In 2002, we paved the way for a closest station response program in the District's South Hurstbourne Parkway corridor. We established a program with the Jeffersontown Fire Protection District, whereas they would automatically respond a pumper along
with our Department, on all structural responses in that area. With this response program, we can insure that the closest unit to
the incident, is truly responding.
Due to changes in OSHA laws, we are now required to essentially have 2 full compa-nies, or 8 firefighters on the scene, before we
can start our fire-fighting operations. The addition of this mutual aid arrange-ment, insures that there is no time lapse in
our ability to perform our job function.
In 2005, we expanded the program, and the Jeffersontown Fire Protection District now provides a pumper to all structural responses East of Breckenridge Lane. In a similar arrangement, the Buechel Fire Protection District provides a pumper on an
automatic response, to the west side of Breckenridge Lane. Our entire Fire District is covered with an automatic mutual aid response for all structural responses. It is the District's hope that an agreement which has been in the works with the Louisville Division of Fire over the last several years, will be finalized by the end of 2005, which will allow us to further improve this program, as well as providing similar services to areas within the Louisville Division of Fire boundaries.
A similar "mutual aid" program for EMS responses is in the process of being developed which would allow for both the closest unit
to respond to the incident, no matter what the jurisdiction is, as well as cross-boundary mutual aid assistance when the primary
responder is not available.
The Fire District resisted until March of 2003, putting on 24/48 shift Fire Fighters. Since 1983 when the first employee was
hired, the employees have always worked a standard 40 hour, Monday thru Friday work shift. Due to the increase in run
vol-ume, and our needs to ensure a "one minute" response time, it became necessary to move some of the 40 hour personnel to a 24 hour shift work. This means that an employee will work a 24 hour shift at the fire station, then is off for 48 hours
until the next shift.
Fortunately, Chief Paul Barth had the foresight to build a Dorm for firefighters in the fire station during renovations that occurred in
1987. For many years, only volunteer firefighters lived in the Dorm. Today, this facility is shared by both volunteer and career firefighters.
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Courtesy Kint Tully, January 1955:

Betsy, S2

1941 Ford Seagrave pumper — Betsy

JP Terry, firefighter and board member at his service station
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1955 Solicitation letter:

1955
January 6, 1955:

1955
January 13, 1955: Board meeting:

Section 8 — 1

1955
January, 1955 The Voice Of St. Matthews:

New Y.M.C.A.

1955
January 14, 1955, Letters:

1955
January 28, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1955

1955
February 3, 1955:

1955
February 5,& 8, 1955, Letters:

1955
February 10, 1955: Board meeting:

1955
February 10, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

February 17, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

February 24, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1955
February 24, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

March 3, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1955
March 7, 1955, Letter:

March 10, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1955
March 10, 1955: Board meeting:

1955
March 17, 1955, Letter:

March 17, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1955
March 17, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

March 17, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1955
March 31, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

Former STMFD firefighter

1955
April 7, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

April 12, 1955, Letter:

1955
April 14, 1955: Board meeting:

1955
April 14, 1955, Letter:

1955
April 14, 1955, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

1955
April 21, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

April 28, 1955, The Voice-Jeffersonian: Ten years later this became Al Ring’s first service station, STMFD firefighter.
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May 5, 1955, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

1955
May 5, 1955, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

1955
May 12, 1955: Board meeting:

1955
May 19, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

Future “Big Boy”
May 16, 1955, The VoiceJeffersonian:

NOTE: This shop served as
temporary quarters for
STMFD during the very
early years. Also over the
years many STMFD firefighters worked here.

1955
May 26, 1955: The Voice Of St. Matthews:

June 2, 1955: The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1955
June 9, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

John Emrich, future Board member

1955
June 9, 1955: Board meeting:

1955
June 16, 1955, The Voice of St. Matthews:

1955
June 30, 1955, The Voice of St. Matthews:

1955
July 14, 1955: Annual Board meeting:

1955
July 14, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

July 21, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1955
July 21, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1955
July 26, 1955:

Amendment To Articles Of Incorporation Of St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Association

John M. Monohan and George E. Miller, president and secretary, respectively, of the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Association, a non
profit corporation without capital stock, organized and created under Articles recorded in the Jefferson County Court Clerk’s Office
of Kentucky dated July 9, 1941, and of record in Corporation Book 48, page 451, and also of record in the office of the secretary of
state of Kentucky at Frankfort, Kentucky, do hereby certify that a majority of the members of said St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Association, who were present at a meeting held at 117 St. Mathews Avenue, St. Matthews, Kentucky, duly called upon notice given to all
members of said Association notifying them of the specific purpose to amend the Articles of said Association as hereinafter indicated,
and all members having been given notice of the time, place and purpose of said meeting, it was moved and seconded at said meeting
that the articles of Incorporation of the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Association to amend as hereinafter set out and said motion being
put to a vote, passed unanimously and was adopted by the vote of the holders of the majority of the voting power of all members of
said Association present at said meeting and entitled to vote, by virtue of which said Articles of Incorporation of the St. Matthews
Volunteer Fire Association were ordered and same are amended as follows:
“Upon death or resignation of any member of the corporation the directors then holding office of the corporation shall have the power
to fill such vacancy by electing a successor for the person so dying or so resigning by a majority vote of said directors present at the
meeting, and the term of the members so elected shall be until his death or resignation as aforesaid.” “If the purpose for which the
corporation was originally created under its charter recorded December 29, 1939, and of record in Corporation Book 47, page 598,
Jefferson County Court Clerk’s Office of Kentucky, ceases to exist, then a majority of the directors may reduce all of the assets of the
corporation and dissolve the corporation by distributing the cash assets, to civic organizations, churches, public libraries, hospitals,
institutions for the poor, or community chest, which are situated and have their office and principal place of business in the State of
Kentucky, or such persons who, in the opinion of the directors, are entitled to compensation for loyal and valuable services rendered
the corporation.”
“The duration of said corporation shall be perpetual.”
Last page
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July 26, 1955:

Amendment To Articles Of Incorporation Of St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Association

1955
July 26, 1955:

Amendment To Articles Of Incorporation Of St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Association

1955
Courtesy, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass, 1999, by Samuel W. Thomas, Section from major
street plan prepared by Harland Bartholomew and Associates, St. Louis, for the Louisville and Jefferson
County Comprehensive Plan, dated July 1955.

1955
July 28, 1955, The

August 8, 1955, Letter:

Voice Of St. Matthews:

1955
August 11, 1955: Board meeting:

August 11, 1955: The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1955
August 27, 1955: SAFE DRIVING DAY flag to fly on accident free days was presented to the department.

1955
September 8, 1955: Board meeting:

September 6 & 8, 1955, Letter & The Voice Of St.
Matthews:

1955
September 15, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1955
September 28, 1955, The Courier-Journal:

1955
September 29, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1955
October 4, 1955, The Louisville Times:

1955
Courtesy The Courier-Journal, October 4, 1955:

Bilharz Says He Couldn’t Arouse Wife Before Fatal Fire

1955
October 13, 1955: Board meeting:

October 13, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1955
October 18, 1955: Meeting and inspection and visit to Palmer-Ball Plant.

1955
Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:

St. Matthews Elementary School

1955
October 20, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1955
November 10, 1955: Board meeting:

November 12, 1955: Letter:

1955
November, 1955: Unknown Newspaper article, Rolling Fields Ballot Is Set On Annexation Property Owners Will Vote Monday: Property owners in Rolling Fields subdivision will vote at 7:30 p.m. Monday at Chenoweth Elementary School on whether they
wish to be annexed by Louisville.
Waller Grogan, 429 Country Lane, who heads a seven man committee of Rolling fields residents, said a letter was drafted last night
that will go to the subdivision’s 230 property owners.
Grogan said ballots on which property owners will vote at the meeting will go with the letters. The vote will be taken after the pros
and cons of annexation are discussed.
Letters Going Out Soon: The letters, which will go out in the next day or two, will quote the metropolitan Sewer District as saying
the cost to property owners of extending City sewer lines to the subdivision will be from $350,000 to $400,000, Grogan said. The
letter also will say it will take about two years before the lines are installed.
Grogan said his committee understands Morris Foreman, chief engineer for M.S.D., will be at the meeting to explain the details of
extending sewer service to the subdivision. Grogan added it was understood that Mayor Broaddus also would attend.
Broaddus has promised Rolling Fields would not be annexed unless a majority of the property owners approved.
Ordinance Passed: Louisville’s Board of Alderman last Tuesday passed a long-pending ordinance proposing to annex the 172-acre
subdivision. But it was emphasized that it was a move to keep alive the City’s proposal, which otherwise would have died.
Louisville cannot annex the area until 30 days after passage of the ordinance, which allows property owners wishing to block annexation an opportunity to file court suits.

November 17, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

1955
Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, November 24, 1955:

Aerial view showing Watterson Expressway before completion North of Shelbyville Road and the completed Shelbyville Road Plaza. By Billy Davis, 7 July 1960. Louisville Since The Twenties, 192. Below, 1967 photo, Billy Davis Collection, University of Louisville Photographic Archives.
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November 24, 1955, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

November 28, 1955, Letter:

1955
December 1, 1955, Sign in sheet:

December 6, 1955, Letter:

December 5, 1955, Letter:

1955
December 8, 1955, Board meeting

1955
December 8, 1955, The Voice of St. Matthews:

1955
December 15, 1955, The Voice of St. Matthews:

December 22, 1955, The Voice of St. Matthews:

1955
December 28, 1955, Letter:

December 30, 1955, Letter:

December 22, 1955, The Voice of St. Matthews:

1955
December 31, 1955: Grass & weed fire 11:50 a.m. 375 Foeburn Way

1955 “Ready to Roll.”

1955

1955
1955: STMFD Apparatus and Personnel, taken in lot across from the firehouse at 117 St. Matthews Avenue.
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Fire Statistics For 1955
Total number of fire runs:
Total working fires:
Total hours fire fighting:
Total 1 1/2" hose used:
Total 2 1/2" hose used:
Back up City of Louisville:
Number of A. M. runs:
Number of P. M. runs:

96
7
31 1/2
1,800 feet
1,700 feet
34
63

Number of runs made by fire apparatus:

Types of fire runs:

Engine 1:
Engine 2:
Engine 3::
Quad:

House
Commercial
Automobile
Field & trash
Miscellaneous
Malicious false

69
12
28
24

48
8
13
17
8
3

Working fires:
1/21/1955
3/6/1955
9/25/1955
9/28/1955
10/3/1955
11/29/1955
12/22/1955

7:35 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
2:08 a.m.
7:43 p.m.
9:42 p.m.
1:10 p.m.
9:25 a.m.

House, 3721 Edmond Lane, fire above fireplace
House, 133 St. Matthews Avenue
Shed, Thierman Lane & U. S. 60
Out building, 3819 Washington
House, 3709 Fairway Lane, fire in bedroom, 1 fatality
House, 300 Sprite Road, fire in attic
House under construction – basement fire, Mount Vernon Rd. in St. Regis Park. (McMahan VFD
organized but not operational as of this date.)

Responded to two separate rescues at auto accidents, one man killed at each accident.

1955
Officers

Board Of Directors
Fred C. Boss
Marty A. Kamer
George E. Miller
John M. Monohan Jr.
Louis H. Schweitzer
James “JP” Terry
William Leland Wilson
Joseph B. “Joe” Zehnder

1955

Chief John M. Monohan Jr.
Assistant Chief Richard C. Herdt
Captain Marty A. Kamer
Captain James “JP” Terry
Captain George R. Westwood
Lieutenant John V. Kaster
Lieutenant R. M. “Dick” Wheeler, Jr.
Lieutenant Melchior R. “Melch” Zehnder

Firefighters
C. Fred Baringer
William T. Beeson
Pete Blackwell
Jim F. Brenzel
Robert “Bob” Brenzel
John J. Carr
Paul L. Dawson
Denny Engnehl
Walter N. Fletcher, Jr.
Franklin R. Florence
Ed Foley
“PJ” Grimes, Jr.
Al Haeberlin
George Haeberlin
G. William Haffler
W. Rich Herdt
Gene R. Herrick
Rudy E. Kaster
Ralph E. Kempf
Benjamin F. Kuchenbrod, Jr.
Alan “Mac” McNally

Henry L. McCoy
William E. “Bill” Medina
Welles P. Meyer
W. “Tommy” Miller
John M. “Jack” Monohan, III
Phillip R. Resch
Frank R. “Randy” Robertson
John B. “Bailey” Ross
Marty J. Rueff
Paul B. Sauer
Philip “Leakey” Schneider
Richard Harvey Schultze
Melvin Shrode
W. L. “Billy” Smith, Jr.
Dan J. Sullivan
Edward P. Sullivan
John K. Kint Tully
Robert F. Turner
James L. “Jimmy” Webb
James A. Weixler
Walter L. Wernert
W. W. “Bill” “Pop” Wriver

