St. Matthews Fire Protection District
1966
This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper articles, pictures, etc. of
the St. Matthews Fire Protection District. They have been collected and arranged in chronological order. These
items were collected, organized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring with the help of the St.
Matthews Fire Department Alumni Association, Inc. The Association’s members are Rick Albers, A. E. “Bill”
Andriot, III, E. Gar Davis, Clarke Fenimore, Jack Monohan, Mike Noon, Russ Rakestraw and Al Ring.
The purpose of this “collection” was to create the background and research for the book St. Matthews
Firefighters, 84 Years of Firefighting in St. Matthews, Kentucky, written by and published by Al Ring in 2004.
The collection is continuing today, so if you should have old or new information on the St. Matthews Fire
Department, please contact Al Ring.
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should remember
that many came from copies of old newspaper articles. This also applies to other items such as documents,
letters, etc. Credit to the source of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available. We
realize that many items are not identified and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information. As far as
the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.
The Courier-Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.
Please use this information as a reference tool only. If the reader uses any of the information for any purpose
other than a reference tool, they must get permission from the source.
The Association would like to thank the St. Matthews Fire Protection District and various newspapers including
The Courier-Journal, The Louisville Times, and The Voice-Tribune. Our appreciation is also extended to the
various citizens and firefighters who contributed to the gathering of this information.
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1966
January 3, 1966: Louisville Fire Alarm Office Multiple Alarm Fires Logbook, courtesy Rick Albers
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1966
January 4, 1966:

Meeting of St. Matthews Volunteer Fire department

Meeting called to order at 8:00 p.m. – Election of Officers.

Roll call was held and there were 41 members present, of an active membership of 50. Two more members arrive late, making a total
of 43.
There were to be two Captains and two Lieutenants elected for a period of two years.
Captain for a period of two years: Jack Monohan, Melch Zehnder, Dan Sullivan, and Gene Klapheke nominated, Jack Monohan won.
Captain for period of two years: Melch Zehnder, Dan J. Sullivan, Gene Klapheke and Harry Babcock nominated. Melch Zehnder
won.
Lieutenant for period of two years: Oscar Von Allmen, Don Ross, Lee Walstrom, Ed Foley, Gene Klapheke, and Bob Brenzel nominated. Don Ross won.
Lieutenant for period of two years: Oscar Von Allmen, Dan Sullivan, Gene Klapheke and Bob Brenzel nominated. Dan Sullivan
won.
Lieutenant for unexpired term of Melch Zehnder to run to 1967: Gene Klapheke, Bob Brenzel, Lee Walstrom, Oscar Von Allmen
nominated. Gene Klapheke won.
Next were the nominations for the Fireman’s Committee. Four to be elected for a period of one year. Those nominated were Henry
Kuhn, Tom Thornbury, Oscar Von Allmen, Jack DeHart, Jim Jackson, John Case and Phil Iwan. Elected were: Henry Kuhn, Chairman, Tom Thornbury, Oscar Von Allmen and Jack Dehart.
Election of Fireman’s Fund Committee: Nominated were John Case, Phil Iwan, Bob Walling, Jack Monohan, Melch Zehnder, Don
Daniels, Doug Monohan. Elected: Captain Walling and Doug Monohan.
Election of a Chairman and an assistant for the fund raising drive. Nominated were Bailey Ross, Phil Iwan, Lee Walstrom, Bill Andriot and Barry Munz. Elected, Bailey Ross, Chairman and Less Walstrom assistant, Bill Andriot first alternate.
Last order of business was to approve Crusade for Children for the fund raising drive.

January 6, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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1966
January 8, 1966, Letter:

January 13, 1966, Board meeting:
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1966
January 20, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian: ( it was 9° below 0 when we fought this fire, and we froze to the ladders)
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1966
January 20, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian: ( it was 9° below 0 when we fought this fire, and we froze to the ladders)

January 16, 1966

Apartment Building

3800 Leland Road

7:46 p.m.

Comments by Al Ring: January 16, 1966 Sunday evening. I believe I was at my service station at Fairmeade
and Shelbyville Road and also Doug Monohan was thee. We responded to the fire house for an apartment fire
at 3800 Leland Road. Good size fire mainly in the attic, but the main problem was it was 9 below zero. I remember freezing to a ladder as water from the other side came down on us. Sherrill Wayne a “vey big man”
was above me on the ladder with me behind and we had a 1/1/2 inch line. Over spray from other lines soaked
us and we were covered with ice. It took 20 minutes with an ice pick to get out of my fire gear. Several fire
fighters were injured from falling on the ice we made that night.
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1966
January 20, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

STMFD firefighter

7
STMFD responded:
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1966
January 21, 1966, Letter: To Honorable B. F. Bowling, City of St., Matthews
Area.

Fire Protection St. Matthews Fire Protection

This is to confirm our representative’s, Mr. Smith, discussion with you and Mr. Robert Dorsey yesterday concerning our recommendations for the St. Matthews Fire Protection Area to obtain a sixth-class grading to the property now receiving a seventh-class grading,
and particularly the portions of the recommendations apply to the City of St. Matthews.
Approximately three years ago, at the request of the various Jefferson County fire departments, and the officials of Jefferson County,
we submitted to them a reasonable combination of recommendations that would provide a realistic and progressive fire protection
program, and would also permit the departments to more fully utilize the existing fire protection facilities at a minimum cost. These
recommendations were based on certain improvements in the fire department and fire alarm system to provide better working relationship between departments and mutual assistance. Also included in these recommendations were minimum requirements for fire hydrant spacing in new subdivisions, and adoption and enforcement of the current State Standards of Safety. It was also assumed that
incorporated cities in the County would maintain a building code enforcement program equivalent to the one applicable to the unincorporated area in the County.
As you know, there is a large number of incorporated cities in the St. Matthews Fire Protection Area. In order for the St. Matthews
fire department to comply with these recommendations for a better classification, they are dependent upon the full co-operation of the
City Officials of the various cities within their area to adopt the necessary codes and regulations, and provide for their enforcement.
This is particularly true for the Cities of St. Matthews and Fairmeade in which the bulk of the business properties of their area are located.
We are listing the following recommended improvements which are applicable to the City of St. Matthews for this better fire insurance classification. We urge that the members of the City Council give immediate consideration to these recommended improvements, and also encourage the officials of you neighboring cities, located in the St. Matthews Fire Protection Area, to co-operate in
this fire protection improvement program.
1. Minimum fire hydrant and water supply requirements should be incorporated in the City’s regulations governing new subdivisions
and developments. The following requirements are suggested as a guide:
(a). Fire hydrants should be standard type of such design that if the barrel is broken off, the hydrant will remain closed. They shall
have two large suction connections, except in strictly residential areas the hydrants may have two 2 ½ inch outlets, and one large suction connection. Hose treads on outlets shall be identical with those of the St. Matthews fire department apparatus. Street connections
shall not be less than six inches in diameter, and should be gated.
Fire hydrants shall be located not more than 500 feet apart wherever possible, and in no event shall the distance exceed 750 feet. Hydrant spacing in the vicinity of mercantile, institutional, and industrial properties may require closer hydrant spacing, and where possible meet the Underwriters minimum requirements for the fire protection classification of the City.
(b). Water mains shall be no less than six inches in diameter, and installed in conformance to the requirements of the Louisville Water
Company. Where deemed necessary to provide an adequate water supply for fire protection, water mains of a larger diameter may be
required. Where possible, water mains should be made circulating.
2. The 1963 Edition of the Standards of Safety, which we understand has been adopted by ordinance by the City, should be strictly
enforced. This may be done by the establishment of a city fire prevention bureau, by the members of the St. Matthews Fire Department, or by a joint fire prevention bureau. A sufficient number of competent inspectors should be appointed in order to inspect all
buildings, except dwellings, at least twice yearly. Adequate records should be maintained of all inspections.
3. The City of St. Mathews should adopt building codes and provide enforcement of them equivalent to the program now carried out
by the Jefferson County Building Department. If the City so desires, it would be satisfactory for it to adopt the Jefferson County
Building Code and arrange for the County Building Department to review plans of new construction and conduct the necessary filed
inspections.
If you have any questions concerning these recommendations, or if we can be of any further assistance to you in this matter, please do
not hesitate to call on us.
We appreciate your interest in this matter and ask that you keep us advised of the progress made on these recommendations.
Dictated by Mr. Smith:

Signed by Manager.
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1966
January 22, 1966, Appears to be “record sheets” of our Louisville Fire Department payments.
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1966
January 27, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

February 3, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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1966
February 3, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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1966
February 10, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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1966
February 10, 1966, Board meeting:

13

13
Section 4

1966
February 14, 1966: To Chief John M. Monohan, Jr., Fire Protection St. Matthews Fire Protection area;
Recently one of our representatives conducted an inspection of your department, and found that some progress had been made on the
recommendations submitted to you in our letter of January 26, 1965.
Time did not permit a complete detail inventory of all of the equipment on the apparatus; however, we understand that all of the recommended equipment has been purchased, except for Class A extinguishers for the 1250 gpm. pumper, and the 750 g.p.m. quint. It
was also found that the portable turret gun has still not been mounted on one of the trucks. We should appreciate receiving a copy of
your equipment inventory when you have finished revising it.
Progress was also found to have been made in some of the recommended improvements for a better fire insurance grading for the areas now receiving a seventh-class fire insurance grading. We are listing these recommended improvements again for your consideration.
1. A minimum response of 15 men to all first alarms of building fires should be maintained. In connection with our discussion concerning several of the daytime firemen not being able to respond to only the more important buildings fires because of their employment situation, we feel that this situation could possibly be rectified by the installation of monitors in their places of employment, and
some type of code used to alert them for response to the buildings fires. After you have had an opportunity to investigate this situation
we shall be glad to discuss this matter further with you.
2. The number of men responding should be reflected in the fire run record. We understand this will be started immediately and the
records will be corrected back to January 1, 1966.
3. All apparatus should be tested annually, and copies of the service test results should be maintained in a apparatus maintenance file.
4. The “backup” request records which you have near completion should be submitted to the County Alarm Office just as soon as
possible. The records were found to be complete and we are pleased to learn that copies of your request records are to also be provided for the neighboring fire departments.
5. Semi-annual inspections should be made of all fire hydrants within your fie protection area, and records maintained of these inspections. The hydrant inspection record forms that have been prepared by you for this purpose are very satisfactory, and we are
pleased to learn that the department is in the process of numbering all hydrants and will soon start their inspection work.
6. The training record forms now being used by the individual companies are satisfactory, however, they are not being completed, and
insufficient information is being shown concerning the type and amount of training being done with the apparatus and equipment. It
is recommended that a drill master be appointed and placed in charge of the overall training program. The drillmaster should be
charged with the responsibility of planning and supervising the training program, and maintaining records of the specific training received by each fireman.
7. A fire prevention program should be inaugurated causing all occupancies in your fire protection area, other than dwellings, to be
inspected at least twice annually. Complete records of all inspections, etc., should be maintained. Violation notices should be in writing. Incorporated cities should adopt the 1963 Standards of Safety by ordinance.
It was found that very little progress has been made in the fire prevention program. As you know, we have recently conferred with the
Officials of the City of St. Matthews concerning this matter, and the recommendations submitted to Mayor Bowling, in our letter of
January 21, 1966, should be included as a part of this recommendation. We hope the City Officials of St. Matthews and the other incorporated cities within you fire protection area will co-operate with you in the establishment of a satisfactory fire prevention program.
If there are any questions regarding our recommendation, or if we can be of any further assistance to you in your fire protection program, please let us know.
Dictated by Mr. Smith:

Signed, my Manager.
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1966
February 17, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

February 17, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

March 3, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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1966
March 3, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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1966
March 10, 1966, Board meeting:
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1966
March 10, 1966, Members list for discount at Cinema 1 & 2:
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1966
March 10, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

Future STMFD firefighter
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1966
March 17, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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1966
March 17, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

March 24, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

Engagement of “Gene” Klapheke,
firefighter

Engagement of Doug Monohan,
firefighter
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1966
March 24, 1966: Voice-Jeffersonian:

March 31, 1966: Voice-Jeffersonian:

March 25, 1966, STMFD responded on this fire.
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1966
March 31, 1966: Voice-Jeffersonian:

Son of STMFD firefighter
Henry Kuhn.
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Firefighter Bob Walling worked for Gill Mueller at the time, then firefighter Jackie DeHeart bought the building and eventually firefighter and Board member Jim Graven buys this building.
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1966
April 6, 1966, Board meeting:
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1966
April 7, 1966: Voice-Jeffersonian: Burns fatal to
boy in house fire here: A 21-month-old boy who had been
watching TV as he sat on his kiddy car was fatally burned in a fire
last Thursday in St. Matthews.
The child, Jason L. Powell, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Powell, of
333 Ridgeway, died about two hours after he was taken to Children’s’ Hospital.
The child’s great-grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Edward Straney, of
503 Bauer, where the fire took place, also where injured in the
blaze.
Mrs. Straney, 66, suffered burns on the face and both arms. She
was treated at Kentucky Baptist Hospital and released.
Mrs. Straney told The Voice-Jeffersonian that the fire started in
the living room, where the baby was sitting on his kiddy car and
watching TV.
Her husband, 81, suffered slight burns on various parts of the
body. He also was overcome by smoke and had to be removed
from the house on a stretcher. He was treated at General Hospital
and released.
Mrs. Straney told The Voice-Jeffersonian that the fire started in
the living room, where the baby was sitting on his kiddy car and
watching TV.
She said when she discovered the fire she ran from the house to
get help. When she returned, she said, the floor in the living room
“exploded” and fire made it impossible for her to reach the baby,
who had crawled to the living room couch.
Mrs. Straney said the baby had called his great-grandfather “grand
-dad” for the first time the previous Tuesday. She had been trying,
she said, to get the little boy to say “grand-ma.”
Mr. Straney was found near a bedroom door. He had become entangled in some loose newspapers that caught fire, Mrs. Straney
said.
Patrolman Bradley Alton of the St. Matthews Police Department
gave the baby mouth-to-mouth resuscitation to try to revive him.
While the boy was being taken to the hospital he also was admisinstered oxygen. The child suffered second and third degree burns
over 90 percent of his body.
The fire apparently started about 5:20 p.m. in the 1 1/2 story brick
home the St. Matthews Fire Department responded.
The blaze extensively damaged the living room. There was considerable smoke damage in other parts of the house, the fire department said.
Mrs. Straney said the state fire marshal’s office told her that defective wiring in the living room might have been the cause of the
blaze.
A coroner’s hearing on the death of the boy is tentatively set for
April 20, according to Deputy County coroner William F. Andersen.
Anderson said such hearings are customary in fatalities in car accidents and fires.
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1966
Other unknown articles from the March 31, 1966, 503 Bauer avenue fatal fire.
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1966
STMFD Report:
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1966
April 7, 1966: Voice-Jeffersonian:
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1966
April 14, 1966: Voice-Jeffersonian:

April 21, 1966: Voice-Jeffersonian:

STMFD firefighter Doug Monohan
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1966
April 21, 1966: Voice-Jeffersonian:

May 5, 1966: Voice-Jeffersonian:

May 12, 1966: Voice-Jeffersonian:

Mother of future STMFD firefighter
Rick Albers

Brother of future STMFD firefighter
Rick Albers
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Son of firefighter Henry Kuhn.
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1966
May 12, 1966, Board meeting:

May 12, 1966,
Jeffersonian:

The

Voice-
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1966
May 14, 1966, The Louisville, Times:
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1966
May 14, 1966, The Louisville, Times:
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Only rubble and a burning transformer remain of three large apartment buildings in St. Matthews, staff
photos by R. C. Fuller.
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1966
May 15, 1966, The Louisville, Times:
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1966
May 15, 1966, The Louisville, Times:

Report from Robert “Bob” C. Brenzel: While "home" worked as VFD firefighter, biggest flop, engineered
the StMVFD's newest and biggest capacity pump (1500 gpm) at the fire at the Jamestown Apartments under
construction. I stopped at fire hydrant at the Apartments entrance off Breckinridge Lane and Quad 4 "layed-in"
from me. I started pumping to Quad 4 and my water supply from the hydrant vanished as soon as I discharged...repeated steps...same thing...with many civilian witnesses on occupied apartments on Breckinridge
Lane on their back balconies...commenced to cuss with every cuss word in my vocabulary...and didn't care. A
major conflagration, the biggest pumper in the County, I was The Man and I couldn't make it work.. (mains
were not supplied by LWC during construction phase, only a 2 inch service supply)(StMVFD overwatch during
35 considerably revised thereafter...a Quarter of a Milplanning and construction of new major construction was
lion dollar loss (in 1968 dollars).
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1966
Courtesy Lyndon Fire & Rescue:

Jamestown Fire
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1966
Courtesy Lyndon Fire & Rescue:

Jamestown Fire
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1966
May 17, 1966, Letter:
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1966
May 19, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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1966
May 19, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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1966
May 14, 1966, STMFD:
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1966
Jamestown today:
Courtesy Google Maps, 2010:

Comments by Al Ring: May 14, 1966— Major fire at Jamestown Apartments on Breckenridge Lane. Four
complete buildings burned up (36 units). The water to the complex had been shut off. I remember the fire
storm it made. (That’s when the air get’s so hot it starts turning like a tornado and a building standing right next
to you is perfect one second and the next it is burning from top to bottom end to end). I responded on S4 we
were the hill from the major fire building and ordered to put a 2 1/2 inch line between two buildings to keep the
fire from spreading to the next building. While setting up I remember Jack Monohan running up the hill yelling
a Al Haeberlin to get S4 out of there. The plastic lenses on the lights melted, and the paint blistered on S4. We
had to cut the hoses with axes to get the fire truck out 42
of there in time. After re-setting up we used the 2 1/2
inch line as a curtain shielding the last building which worked but I am still not sure why. Hot is not the correct
adjective to describe what was happening.
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1966
Jamestown today:
Courtesy Google Maps, 2010:

Fire was located at—
37-16-38 Beaufort Lane
900-04 Hampshire
906-10 Hampshire
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1966
Jamestown today: (2010)
Courtesy
http://www.apartmentguide.com/apartments/Kentucky/Louisville/Jamestown-Of-StMatthews/5096/

Courtesy http://www.apartmentfinder.com/Kentucky/Louisville-Apartments/Jamestown-Of-St-Matthews
-Apartments
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1966
May 20, 1966, Report:

May 31, 1966:
Balance on hand
Receipts
Subscriptions
Jefferson County
Sale Bond
Miss.
Disbursements
Building
Equipment & Clock
Other

June 1965 to May 20, 1966
$ 5,272.90
23,638.54
1,350.00
00.00
00.00
$24,988.54
00.00
5,188.90
18,888.72
$24,077.62

$30,261.44

$2,000.00 certificate of deposit
45
Balance
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$4,183.8

1966
May 31, 1966, Request of Board of Directors:
As in all organizations the “young Turks” me (Al
Ring) being one of them always thought we had better ways of doing things. This was a request to try
and get the board to listed to the members of the department. It eventually lead to an elected firefighter
sitting on the board.
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1966
Aerial view of part of Shelbyville Road, including Shelbyville Road Plaza, and Mall.
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1966
June 2, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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1966
June 9, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

Note: Randy Florence in this story was a
STMFD firefighter, Chief of Department
and Board member.
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1966
June 9, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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1966
June 9, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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1966
June 9, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

April 10, 2005: The Courier Journal/The Voice-Tribune: Eugene C. Klapheke Jr. former firefighter for St, Matthews Fire Protection District, dies
at 71. KLAPHEKE, EUGENE C., JR., 71, of Eastwood, passed away Sunday
at Baptist Hospital East Palliative Care Unit. He was a deputy officer of family court, a past deputy state fire marshal, past firefighter of St. Matthews Fire
Protection District, past treasurer Jefferson County Fire Trustee Association
Executive Board, past treasurer Eastwood Fire Protection District, former assistant Scout Master of Troop 30 and a member of St. Patrick Catholic
Church. He is survived by his wife, Karen Wilson Klapheke; daughter, Mary
Kay Alexander (Paul); son, Eugene Charles Klapheke III; sister, Betty
Kantlehner; and three grandchildren, Katie, Connor and Carmen. His funeral
Mass will be celebrated at 10 a.m. Wednesday at St. Patrick Catholic Church,
1000 N. Beckley Station Rd., with burial in Louisville Memorial GardensEast. Visitation will be from 3-8 p.m. Tuesday at Pearson Ratterman Bros.
52
Funeral Home, 12900 Shelbyville
Rd. In lieu of flowers the family requests
that memorial contributions be made to Mass of the Air or St. Patrick Catholic
Church Building Fund.
Published in The Courier-Journal on 4/12/2005.
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1966
June 9, 1966, Board Meeting:
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1966
June 16, 1966, The Voice—Jeffersonian:

June 28, 1966: Fire in Home at Indian Hills Believed Set Deliberately: A fire which last night extensively damaged William E. Henry’s house at 16 Indian Hills Trail was deliberately set, a deputy state fire marshal said today.

Marshal Clarence E. Gillingham said two four-gallon gasoline cans were found at the scene. Description of two young men about 20
seen running from the house were given to county police.
The $58,500 house has been vacant since late April, shortly after Henry bought it and began extensive remodeling. Henry said he sees
no connection between the fire and several threatening calls he received last year when he was an unsuccessful Democratic candidate
for the state Senate.
Tells threat over Speech: At that time, Henry said one caller threatened to dynamite his present home at 8605 Whips Bend Road if he
made a television talk favoring right-to –work laws.
Henry did make the talk and got some more similar calls, he said. However, he said he never had any trouble at this present home,
and few persons knew he owned the house on Indian Hills Trail. The former owner’s name is still on the mailbox.
The St. Matthews Fire department sent four units to the scene at 9:48 p.m. A fireman, John L. Noon, was treated at General Hospital
for smoke inhalation and released.
No estimate of damage to the 11-room house was available but Henry said it was covered by insurance.
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1966
June 28, 1966: Home Is Damaged Extensively in Fire; Arson Suspected: A fire, apparently deliberately set caused
extensive damage last night to a $58,500 11-room home at 16 Indian Hills Trail.

The house had been temporarily abandoned for remodeling. Witnesses reported seeing two men running from the building, shortly
after the fire was discovered.
The St. Matthews Fire Department responded to the alarm. Before the blaze was brought under control, one fireman suffered from
smoke inhalation and was taken to General Hospital.
County Patrolman Robert Debbs said evidence showed that gasoline had been used to set several fire from the basement to the roof.
The owner, William F. Henry, a manufacturers broker, said he had recently purchased the home and was in the process of installing
new appliances and remodeling it.

July 7, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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1966
July 11, 1966, Letter:
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1966
July 13, 1966, Annual Board Meeting:

July 14, 1966, The Voice—Jeffersonian:
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1966
July 14, 1966, The Voice—Jeffersonian:
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1966
July 14, 1966, The Voice—Jeffersonian:
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1966
July 21, 196, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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1966
July 28, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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1966
August 4, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

December 2 fire at Palmer-Ball
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1966
August 4, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

December 2 fire at Palmer-Ball

August 2, 1966:

Fire Strikes storage
tank at Palmer-Ball
plant here, photos
and story by Joseph
Oglesby
A
20,000-gallon
storage tank at the
Palmer asbestos and
Rubber Corporation
in St. Matthews
caught fire and exploded Tuesday afternoon.
Smoke from the
blaze spread over a
portion of downtown
St. Matthews. Some
spectators reported
seeing smoke columns three or four
miles away.
Although spectacular, the fire did not
cause
extensive
damage. No firemen
or spectators were
reported injured.
The blaze was reported at 4:46 p.m.
to the St. Matthews
Volunteer Fire Department,
which
dispatched all its
equipment and 38
volunteers to the
scene.
St. Matthews firemen cooled the huge tank with water until a Louisville Fire Department Chemical Unit arrived on the scene to extinguish the blaze.
The fire spread to an adjoining tank but damage to it was limited. Both tanks contained hot asphalt used in roofing material made by
the company.
The tanks are located at the rear of the company’s main building at 146 St. Matthews Avenue.
Homer Williams, production superintendent, said the main tank had been filled recently.
Last Thursday the tank was struck by lightning, which caused a minor fire.
The fire will not cause a change in the company’s production schedule, Williams said.
Brainard Palmer-Ball, whose family owns the plant, said the cause of the blaze has not been determined.
He said the tanks can be repaired, but that their contents may need to be replaced. The loss is covered by insurance, Palmer-Ball said.
St. Matthews and County police units patrolled the section to keep spectators at a safe distance.
County Judge Marlow Cook and M. Gene Snyder, Republican candidate
in the fourth congressional district, were among the specta63
tors.
The pitch-black smoke from the blaze towered upon in double columns. A wind blew it southward over the St. Matthews business
district.
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1966
August 4, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

August 11, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

Father of STMFD firefighter
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1966
August 11, 1966, Board meeting:

65

65
Section 4

1966
August 12, 1966, Letter:
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1966
August 18, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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1966
August 18, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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August 1966, Unknown newspaper:

1966

69

69
Section 4

1966
July 28, August 2, August 12, August 18

Palmer Asbestos & Rubber Co.

Comments by Al Ring:
July 28, 1966 First working fire at Palmer Ball, 146 St. Matthews Avenue, chemical tank.
August 2, 1966 Second working fire strikes chemical tank at Palmer-Ball plant.
August 12, 1966, Third working fire at Palmer Ball. I responded to the fire from my station at 4300 Shelbyville
Road. While in the Fairmeade Road & Shelbyville Road intersection I was hit. I was driving a 1966 Pontiac
and was using red lights and siren. We had a working fire at Palmer Ball, so I continued and told them would
give police report later. This time the building was also involved.
August 18, 1966 Another fire at Palmer Ball on Westport Road. This was the biggest of many fires their.
These were difficult fire to fight especially the one involving the chemical tank, because you couldn’t use water.
Some of the fire were on the inside of the plant and we could fight those with water.

August 9, 1966

House Fire

4018 Plymouth Road

5:09 p.m.

Comments by Al Ring: August 9, 1966 Working house fire “lightning” at 4018 Plymouth Road. I made this
coming home from Fort Knox and was on second hose team. This was on second floor, very hot and we had
out typical “stairway meeting” on this one until we broke through and quickly got the wet stuff on the red stuff.

August 10, 1966

House Fire

3807 Elmwood Avenue

4:31 p.m.

Comments by Al Ring: I was not first in on this fire but was involved with moving lines up to the second floor
from a stairway. Lots of over-hall.

August 26, 1966

House Fire with rescue

3600 St. Germaine Court

9:37 p.m.

Comments by Al Ring: August 26, 1966 Working fire at 3600 St. Germaine Court, 2nd floor. One man died
in fire (alcoholic I think) George Haeberlin (firefighter) burned his had badly during the rescue attempt. I responded from home I think, so was not on scene quickly. It was described as extremely hot, victim would have
been long gone by the time we got called. The room was hot enough, (I helped over-hall) that a TV hanging
almost to the ceiling, the picture tube had melted and there lines of its material reaching all the way to the floor.
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1966
August 25, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

September 1, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

(NOTE:
Firefighter George
Haeberlin severely burned his
hands during the rescue attempt.)

Mike Noon, future STMFD firefighter,
son of STMFD firefighter

August 26, 1966: St. Matthews Man Dies In Fire: A
St. Matthews insurance adjuster did of smoke inhalation
last night after his bed caught fire, according to Deputy
Corner Lloyd Roemele.
Berry F. Langford, 48, of 3600 St. Germaine Court, manager of Crawford & Co., 4211 Norbourne Blvd., was
dead on arrival at 10:10 p.m. at General Hospital.
The St. Matthews Fire Department was called to the
Langford home at 9:57 p.m. after Mrs. Langford discovered the fire. She told police she returned from a neighbors house and found her kitchen full of smoke.
The fire was confined to the second floor
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August 26, 1966, Letter:
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September 1, 1966: Controls urged for St. Matthews fire department: A valley Station man urged the St.
Matthews City Council Tuesday night to exert more control over the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department.
Barney Coogle, who identified himself as a Federal Court special bailiff charged that the department had caused his mother Mrs. Emma Coogle, of 141 Chenoweth Lane, to be persecuted and mistreated.
He said the department, despite protests and the threat of a restraining order, proceeded with plans to burn a building next to his mother’s.
The department, he said, had been given permission to burn the building, at 142 Chenoweth Lane by its owner A. J. Eline, as part of a
fire-training exercise. Coogle said he inquired whether the city had approved burning of the building and found that it hadn’t.
Then he said, he contacted City attorney J. W. Jones who warned the fire department not to burn the building.
(Jones confirmed this. He said the volunteers could have been charged with disorderly conduct. In the past, Jones said, buildings
have been burned in fire-training exercises with the full consent of neighbors.)
Coogle said he had heard that A. J. Eline and Fire Chief John Monohan “run the city” and could do anything they want.
Firemen had dumped sawdust at the rear of the building at 142 Chenoweth and moved in boxes in preparation for burning the building, Coogle told the council. “All this was making my mother and two other elderly tenants of the building nervous and upset.”
Coogle said that Saturday, April 12, he called Monohan to ask him not to burn the building. Monohan told him, Coogle reported, that
he would let him know by 8 a.m. the next day.
Coogle said he wanted to go to early mass the next day so he called Monohan about 6 a.m. At that time., Coogle said Monohan
agreed not to burn the building.
That night, at 11:40 p.m. (according to fire department records) the building was gutted by a fire.
Chief Monohan said the cause of the fire hasn’t been determined. He said the fire was not set by the volunteers for training purposes.
Monohan told the Voice Tuesday night that Coogle had objected to the burning of the building “from the start.”
“I told him,” said Monohan, “that we were going to burn it. The only thing that would stop me would be legal arrest.”
Later Monohan was contacted by city attorney Jones and told that the volunteers faced disorderly conduct charges it they did burn the
building. “I wasn’t going to get arrested for trying to do my job,” Monohan said, so he changed his mind about burning the structure.
Monohan said that at no time did Coogle quote his mother’s comments on the plan to burn the building. Coogle read a lengthy report
on the incident to the city council. When he finished, Mayor Bernard F. Bowling said he wanted to straighten out two matters referred
to in the report.
“I want to assure you that these eight men (the mayor was referring to city councilmen) run the City of St. Matthews. Anyone who
says anything to the contrary is distorting the truth. (The Mayor’s reference was to Coogle’s comment that he had heard that Eline
and Monohan run the city.)
The mayor also said that he could not “control anyone” until there is a violation of the law. Coogle then said he had been prepared to
use a shotgun to run off volunteers if they tried to burn the building. After the meeting Mayor Bowling issued this statement: “In
view of this (Coogle’s comments before the council) for the mutual benefit of both the volunteers and the city administration I will
recommend that the city attorney study the advisability of an ordinance that would require a permit for fires which are to be used for
training purposes.”
Monohan commented that in the past there was never any trouble over buildings used in fire-training exercises. The procedure, he
said, was to obtain the owner’s permission and the consent of the air pollution board. Monohan said only Coogle objected to the use
of the building at 142 Chenoweth Lane in a fire-training exercise.
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September 6, 1966: Marty Kamer resigned from the Board of Directors.

September 8, 1966, Board meeting:
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September 8, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

September 15, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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1966 Crusade, STMFD:
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September 27, 1966, Crusade Letter: W. Richard Herdt wrote WHAS TV Victor Sholis a letter of complaint:
Do not have this letter at this time. It seems to be how the department was treated at the presentation on the air.
September 29, 1966, Crusade Letter: Letter to Assistant Chief W. R. Herdt from Victor A Sholis WHAS TV.
Randy Atcher is on vacation so I am unable even to ask him to turn in his guitar. I suspect, however, that we
made a helluva mistake for which I apologize to you and your colleagues.
Knowing of Randy’s devotion to the Crusade and of his full awareness of the tremendous importance of you
and the other firemen to its success, I can only suspect that fatigue and the general confusion of the hour caused
a serious mistake in judgment.
I would kike to try and make up for it by inviting the St. Mathews Association to send us a representative to
participate on the program during which the Ministers will announce this year’s Crusade grants. I hope you will
accept this invitation and we can then make it clear that we regret what obviously was on unfortunate slight to
the St. Matthews department.
If you also feel that feel that it would be useful for me to come to your next meeting to express my regrets, I
will be glad to do so—even though I don’t know how adept I might be at dodging old boots and helmets.
I appreciate very much the fact that you took the trouble to tell me about this occurrence because it involves a
matter of great importance to the Crusade.
Sincerely Victor A. Sholis
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September 29, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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October 3, 1966, Letter:
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October 6, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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October 13, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

October 13, 1966, Board meeting:

81

81
Section 4

1966
October 10, 1966, Crusade letter: Letter to Chief Monohan and Assistant Chief W. R. Herdt from Randy
Atcher:
I would like to offer my most humble and sincere apology for any slight I gave the St. Matthews Fire Department on their appearance at out 1966 Crusade for Children. I assure you, it was completely intentional and unconsciously done. Had it not been for Mr. Herdt’s conversation with Mr. Sholis, I would not have known it had
happened.
Though I dislike excuses, the only possible thing I can imagine which might have caused such stupidity on my
part, was the excitement of knowing that St. Matthews, again, was our greatest contributing organization, and I
could not wait to find how much had been collected that the community could know as quickly as possible.
Please express my extreme regret to each and every member.
October 11, 1966, Crusade Letter: Letter from Assistant Chief W. R. Herdt to WHAS, Victor Sholis:
You reply was read and accepted as satisfactory by our Department. We therefore, which to consider this issue
closed.
You and your staff are welcome to visit us any Tuesday evening. (Old Boots and Helmets have been stored until the next Crusade.)
Thanking you for your reply I remain, St. Matthews Volunteer Fire department.
October 19, 1966, Letter:
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October 20, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

October 20, 1966
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October 20, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

October 27, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

STMFD Board Member

October 26, 1966, Unknown Article: Paint – Store Fire Damages 3 Others. A fire of undetermined origins swept through
the DeVoe Pint Co. store at the Shelbyville Road Plaza about 10:50 p.m. yesterday, damaging the store and three others adjacent to it.
Three of the four stores involved in the fire – DeVoe, Wagner’s Bakery and Richman Brothers clothing store – were closed today because of smoke and water damage resulting from the fire.
Firemen from the St. Matthews, Lyndon and McMahan departments fought the blaze, which apparently started in a paint-storage room
in the rear of the DeVoe store. There was no immediate estimate of the damage.
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November 3, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

Chief Gaddie was a real friend to STMFD
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November 10, 1966, Board meeting:
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December 8, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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1966
December 8, 1966, Board meeting:
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December 15, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

December 22, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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Brother of STMFD firefighter Rick Albers
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December 29, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

KEY NEWS OF 1966
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1966
December 29, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

KEY NEWS OF 1966
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Samples of Fire Run Reports 1966:

2000’ 2 ½ hose, 1150’ 1 ½ hose, 5 ½”
lines 1 2 ½” line
S4-- 400’ 1 1/2 “
50’ 2 ½” S1-400’ 2 ½”

400’ - 1 1/2
50’ 2 1/2

92

700’ 2 ½” hose 200’ 1 ½’ hose, Smoke ejectors, scott packs
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S4
booster 400’ 2 1/2 S1

1966
Samples of Fire Run Reports 1966:
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Samples of Fire Run Reports 1966:
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Samples of Fire Run Reports 1966:
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Samples of Fire Run Reports 1966:
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Samples of Fire Run Reports 1966:
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1966
Samples of Fire Run Reports 1966:
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1959 --- 1966
Louisville Area, contract runs: Mostly working fires, 1959 to 1966. They paid the STMFD $328.21 per month, pretty cheap.
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Fire Statistics For 1966
Total number of fire runs:
Total working fires:
Total hours of fire fighting:
Total 1 1/2" hose used:
Total 2 1/2" hose used:
Back up City of Louisville:
Number of A. M. runs:
Number of P. M. runs:

226
14
70
5,750 feet
22,100 feet
4 times
79
147

Number of runs made by fire apparatus:

Types of fire runs:

S1:
S2:
S3:
S4:
S5:

House
Commercial
Automobile
Field & trash
Miscellaneous
Malicious false

148
40
25
169
43

70
33
47
39
30
7

Working fires:
1/16/1966
3/9/1966
3/31/1966
5/14/1966
6/28/1966
7/28/1966
8/2/1966
8/9/1966
8/10/1966
8/12/1966
8/26/1966
8/26/1966

7:40 p.m.
9:28 a.m.
5:15 p.m.
4:32 a.m.
9:48 p.m.
9:19 p.m.
4:46 p.m.
5:09 p.m.
4:31 p.m.
1:48 p.m.
9:06 a.m.
9:37 p.m.

8/30/1966
10/26/1966

8:49 a.m.
10:46 p.m.

Apartment house, 3800 Leland Road, attic
Apartment house, 3812 Nanz Avenue, kitchen
House, 503 Bauer Avenue, living room, one baby died, 2 others injured
Three apartment buildings – 36 units of Jamestown Apartments (under construction)
House, 16 Indian Hills Trail, arson
Palmer Ball, 146 St. Matthews Ave., Chemical tank
Palmer Ball, 146 St. Matthews Ave., Chemical tank
House, 4018 Plymouth Road 2nd floor, McMahan
House, 3807 Elmwood Avenue, attic
Palmer Ball, 146 St. Matthews Ave., Building I tank
House, 3818 Staebler Avenue
House, 3600 St. Germaine Court, 2nd floor, homeowner killed. Firefighter George Haeberlin
burned in rescue attempt. Firefighter Jack DeHart also injured.
House, 124 Colonial Drive, gas explosion
DeVoe Paint Store, Shelbyville Road Plaza
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1966
Board Of Directors
F. C. Boss
L. S. Grauman
Marty Kamer, left Sept.
G. Miller
H. A Monohan
J. M. Monohan, Jr.
J. P. Terry
W. L. Wilson

1966

Officers
Chief J. M. Monohan, Jr.
Assistant Chief W. R. Herdt
Captain A. R. Haeberlin
Captain J. M. Monohan III
Captain R. C. Walling
Captain M. R. Zehnder
Lieutenant H. K. Babcock
Lieutenant Gene Klapheke, Jr.
Lieutenant D. L. Ross
Lieutenant D. J. Sullivan

Firefighters
Jim W. Adkins
A. E. “Bill” Andriot, Jr.
Dave W. Beard
Jack A. Beckman
R. C. Brenzel
John R. Case
W. C. “Bill” Colson
Herb L. Chreste
Don L. Daniels
Jack T. DeHart
W. E. “Bill” Dieckman
Paul G. Dillman
Denny L. Engnehl
C. E. Fenimore
Ed C. Foley
George C. Haeberlin
Jack S. Handle
Phil A. Iwan
Jim L. Jackson
Bernie J. Karem
John V. Kaster
Henry C. Kuhn, Jr.
D. C. Lange
Gil F. Liebert
T. L. Martin

W. F. Mercke
W. T. “Bill” Micou, Jr.
W. T. “Tommy” Miller
Doug L. Monohan
D. L. Morgan, Jr.
B. Munz
John L. Noon
W. T. “Bill” Owens.
K. Reagan
Al Ring
J. B. “Bailey” Ross
Phil L. Schneider
R. H. “Harvey” Schultze
Allan R. Scott
Dave Smith
George L. Soules, Jr.
M. F. Stich
J. P. Terry
T. J. Thornbury
Oscar C. Von Allmen
H. L. “Lee” Wahlstrom
Sherrill E. Wayne
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1966: Another training fire at 141 Thierman Lane. Unknown date.

Unknown Date, 1966: $4,200 Sports-Car-Up In Smoke
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