St. Matthews Fire Protection District
1968
This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper articles, pictures, etc. of
the St. Matthews Fire Protection District. They have been collected and arranged in chronological order. These
items were collected, organized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring with the help of the St.
Matthews Fire Department Alumni Association, Inc. The Association’s members are Rick Albers, A. E. “Bill”
Andriot, III, E. Gar Davis, Clarke Fenimore, Jack Monohan, Mike Noon, Russ Rakestraw and Al Ring.
The purpose of this “collection” was to create the background and research for the book St. Matthews
Firefighters, 84 Years of Firefighting in St. Matthews, Kentucky, written by and published by Al Ring in 2004.
The collection is continuing today, so if you should have old or new information on the St. Matthews Fire
Department, please contact Al Ring.
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should remember
that many came from copies of old newspaper articles. This also applies to other items such as documents,
letters, etc. Credit to the source of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available. We
realize that many items are not identified and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information. As far as
the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.
The Courier-Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.
Please use this information as a reference tool only. If the reader uses any of the information for any purpose
other than a reference tool, they must get permission from the source.
The Association would like to thank the St. Matthews Fire Protection District and various newspapers including
The Courier-Journal, The Louisville Times, and The Voice-Tribune. Our appreciation is also extended to the
various citizens and firefighters who contributed to the gathering of this information.

1

1
Section 4

1968
1968: The booster tank in S-3, 1963 Seagrave pumper, was blown and required repairs.
January 9, 1968,

Rules And Regulations For St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department

Preamble
Members of the fire department should understand that these rules and regulations are not intended to cover each and every case
which may arise in the discharge of their duties. A great deal must necessarily be left to the intelligence and desecration of individual
officers and members and it will be their claim to promotion and reward according to the degree to which they show that they are possessed of the necessary qualification, and to their zeal, activity and judgment on all occasions.
It should be remembered by each member of the department in carrying out the rules and regulations and obeying the orders of the
officers that these rules and regulations were adopted and the officers were elected voluntarily by the membership for the sole purpose
of having a better organization. Each member is a member of this department because he voluntarily chose to become a member, and
because he had an interest in his community. Observance of these rules can result only in a more efficient department and a better
understanding by the men as to their various positions.
Article I—Officers And Committees
Section 1. The Chief and Assistant Chief are appointed by the Board of Directors and are responsible to them.
Section 2. Four Captain Officers and four Lieutenant Officers shall be elected by the active members and serve for a period of two
years.
Section 3. Four firemen (other than officers) shall be elected to a fireman’s committee and serve for a period of 1 year. The firemen
receiving the most votes shall serve as the chairman of the committee.
Section 4. Membership Committee consisting of three (3) active members and one (1) officer shall be appointed by the Chief for a
period of one year.
Section 5. The Fireman’s Committee shall hear all grievances and if in the Committee's opinion, a grievance warrants action, it shall
be presented to the Chief and / or the Membership and disposed of satisfactorily. The word grievance shall not be construed to include suggestions pertaining to firefighting, equipment, or training.
Section 6. This committee or any member may attend Board meetings, shall not have a vote in any decision the Board makes.
Section 7. The chain of command is Chief, Assistant Chief, Captains, Lieutenants, and Fireman. In the absence of an officer, the fireman riding the officer's seat of the first responding apparatus is in charge of the emergency.
Article II—Elections
Section 1. The elected officers and committees are to be elected at the first meeting of each year by secret ballot by the active members present at the meeting. Elections shall not be held unless a quorum of one-half (1/2) of the active membership is present. Any
vacancies are to be filled by special election.
Section 2. Two Captain Officers and two Lieutenant Officers shall be elected at each annual election to fill the open officers position.
Section 3. No one is eligible for an office or committee unless he has been an active member for a least one year.
Section 4. The nominations for an officer shall be from the floor, a list of a minimum of four (4) and an open minimum are to be submitted and the candidate receiving the largest number of votes shall be appointed. In case of a tie vote, a run-off shall be cast. Nominees for any officer or committee must be present to accept
NOTE: pages 3 and 4 are missing.
Section 9. All members will be personally responsible, except for normal ware, for all department property issued to them and are
required to return all department property issued to them on termination of their membership or on demand of the Firemen’s Committee.
Section 10. Any officer may be impeached for the abuse of his authority or for misconduct in office. Any member may be expelled
for misconduct. Any member desiring to impeach an officer or expel a member must submit a written charge to the Firemen’s Committee at least one month before a vote thereon is taken. The Firemen’s Committee shall serve a copy of the charge upon the accused
at least two weeks before such vote is taken. Any officer or member may be impeached or expelled by a three-fourths vote of a quorum membership. (Quorum to consist of one-half of the active membership.)
Section 11. Any member may be referred to the Firemen’s Committee for corrective action for any of the following offences:
1. Disobedience of any rule or regulation.
2. Neglect of duty.
3. Any act of insubordination.
4. Intromission of duty.
5. Unauthorized use of the siren or red lights. These items are to be used only when answering an alarm by the St. Matthews Fire
2
Department.
6. Three (3) absences from Tuesday night training in succession without permission of cause.
7. Not responding to an emergency when available and able.
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January 9, 1968,

Rules And Regulations For St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department

The offense must be made in writing to the Firemen’s Committee who will set up a hearing for the accused. The hearing will be open
for testimony for and against the accused. After the formal hearing, the four (4) members of the Firemen’s Committee will vote in
secret with the majority ruling, and take corrective action. The absence of any member of the Firemen’s Committee at a hearing will
be filled by members of the Membership Committee. A tie vote by the Firemen’s Committee will refer the member to the membership to be compelled or cleared by section 10 above.
Guide lines for corrective actin will be as follows:
1. First offence of Do’s and don't’s—Future work duty for member.
2. Disobedience of Rules and Regulations, second offence of Do’s and Don’ts, and any action engrossing the SAFETY of others—
deprive the member of his rights as a member for a stated period.
3. Repeat offense of #2—repeat corrective action or refer the member to the Membership to be expelled.
Section 12. Any member who has his driver’s license revoked will be temporarily suspended from driving the equipment until his
driver's license is reinstated.
Section 13. Any member who has been dropped from the rolls can be reinstated only by complying with Article III of these Rules and
Regulations.
Section 14. At no time will dues be collected from the active or inactive membership.
Article V—Engineers
Section 1. Engineers shall be qualified by the Officers and approved by a Chief Officer. They shall be qualified for their driving and
mechanical ability and shall be thoroughly familiar with the operation of all the apparatus.
Section 2. The Engineer of each piece of apparatus shall make an inspection of his apparatus after each run and complete the service
check sheet. Apparatus discrepancies shall be co-signed by an officer.
Section 3. No member shall drive the fire apparatus except the qualified Engineers unless directed to do so by an officer.
Section 4. Each Engineer shall be thoroughly familiar with the territory to be served, including the condition of routes during the different seasons and the location of all water supplies.
Section 5. Engineers shall observe speed limits which are consistent with safety, considering traffic, weather, and road conditions.
Special care shall be taken when approaching all intersections, the apparatus being kept under contrail at all times.
Article VI—Rules And Regulations
Section 1. No amendments shall be effective until presented to the Firemen’s Committee in writing. The Committee will post the
amendment and it shall not be effective until adopted by three-fourths of the members present at the second regular meeting after notice has been posted.
Article VII—Inactive Members
Section 1. Any active member upon reaching the age of sixty-five years will be transferred to the inactive membership of the Department.
Section 2. Any active member for reasons he deems best may transfer to the inactive membership for a period of one year. Inactive
members with less than ten years active service will be dropped form the Inactive Membership after a period of one year unless he has
reached the are of 65.
Section 3. All inactive members shall be permitted to participate in all activities of the department.
Section 4. Inactive members shall have the privilege of attending all meetings of the department, but shall not have a voice therein.
Article VIII—Activities
Section 1. The membership may actively participate in one fund-raising drive for charity per year. The drive in to be selected each
year by the membership, at the annual election. A chairman and an assistant will be elected to head this activity at the annual election.
Section 2. Any requests made to help on any other drive shall be denied. However, with the Chief’s permission, the use of the station
will be permitted upon formal request as a collection headquarters.
Article IX—Firemen’s Fund
Section 1. A fund shall be created for the entertainment of the firemen. This fund shall be administered by a committee of two members elected by the membership for a period of one year. This committee will include one officer and one fireman. Nomination must
be a minimum of two (2) officers and tow (2) firemen with an open minimum.
3 to the firemen, or as the Committee so designates.
Moneys for this fund shall be derived from any donations made directly
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Rules And Regulations For St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department
Article X—Do’s And Don’ts

Section 1. the following are established do’s and don’ts for the St. Matthews Fire Department. They may be changed by a Chief Officer decree or by a major vote on any Tuesday night by a quorum of present members.
1. Do follow the run schedule for emergencies.
2. Do not enter the radio room during an emergency if it is properly occupied.
3. Do not exceed the established maximum number of firemen to respond per apparatus on emergencies.
1. S1, S2, and S3—five men (2 in front seat and 3 on tailboard).
2. S4—seven men (2 in front , and 5 on tailboard).
3. S5—seven men (2 in front, 2 on tailboard, and 3 on seat).
4. Do not listen in on incoming fire calls.
5. Do not drink beer before 9:00 p.m. on any training night.
6. Do not take alcoholic beverages to the front of the firehouse.
7. Do not park in front of firehouse unless on emergency, or on official business. Washing of cars is official business.

January 11, 1968: Board meeting
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January 11, 1968, The Voice Of Jeffersonian:

January 18, 1968, The Voice Of Jeffersonian:

STMFD firefighter
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January 25, 1968, The Voice Of Jeffersonian:

STMFD responded

February 1, 1968, The Voice Of Jeffersonian:
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January 29, 1968: S-1, a 1947 Seagrave pumper, was involved in an accident at the intersection of Winchester Road and Breckinridge Lane (while responding to a run), no one was injured.
Rich Herdt
and Bob Walling pictured.
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February 8, 1968, The Voice Of Jeffersonian:

February 8, 1968: Board meeting:
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February 22, 1968, The Voice Of Jeffersonian:

Future STMFD firefighter

February 29, 1968, The Voice Of Jeffersonian:

March 7, 1968, The Voice Of Jeffersonian:
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March 5, 1968, Stories from Ken Reising:
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March 5, 1968, Stories from Ken Reising:
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March 7, 1968, The Voice Of Jeffersonian:
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March 7, 1968, The Voice Of Jeffersonian:

March 14, 1968, The Voice Of Jeffersonian:
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March 14, 1968: Board meeting:
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March 20, 1968: Letters:
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March 28, 1968: The Voice-Jeffersonian:

STMFD Firefighter
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April 11, 1968: Board meeting:
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April 11, 1968: Board meeting:
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May 2, 1968: The Voice-Jeffersonian:
Courtesy, 50th Anniversary, Middletown Fie Department, 1049—1990.

May 2, 1968 Tobacco Plant in Shelbyville, Ky. By Jerry Schreck:
My first working fire. I rode the tailboard of S-5 and we played snorkel all night. Chief Monohan aka
“Wrinkles” was at the association meeting when he got the news that he had two trucks in Shelbyville and I
would have given anything to have seen the look on his19face. The fire was five blocks and was probably what
Hell looks like.
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May 9, 1968, The Voice, Jeffersonian:

Backed up Lyndon on both these fires.

STMFD made this run
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May 9, 1968: Board meeting:
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May 22, 1968: Report:
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May 23, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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May 30, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

June 3, 1968, Bid:
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1968
June 4, 1968, Letter:

I do not remember what we did.
Courtesy—http://www.uky.edu/Libraries/nkaa/subject.php?sub_id=87
Rioting in Louisville, KY (1968)

Start Year : 1968

In the 1960s, racial tension had been growing in Louisville. On May 27, 1968, a rally took place at 28th and Greenwood to protest the
arrest of Charles Thomas and Manfred G. Reid. Earlier that month, on May 8, Patrolmen James B. Minton and Edward J. Wegenast
had stopped Thomas, a schoolteacher, because he was driving a car that was similar to one used in a burglary. The stop was made in
an African American neighborhood. A crowd began to gather, and Patrolmen Michael A. Clifford and Ralph J. Zehnder arrived as
backup. Reid, a real estate broker, was nearby and questioned the arrest. Patrolmen Clifford ordered Reid and others to get back; he
was poking Reid in the chest with his finger. A scuffle occurred between Clifford and Reid. A crowd of 200 or so African Americans
gathered and began yelling at the officers. Reid and Thomas were arrested. Three weeks later, a rally was called in response to the
arrests; 350-400 people attended. There were several speakers, and a rumor circulated that Stokely Carmichael would be speaking. At
the end of the rally a confrontation occurred between some who had attended the rally and the police who were patrolling the intersection of 28th and Greenwood. The skirmish escalated, growing into a full-fledged riot in the West End, lasting for almost a week. Six
units of the national guard, over 2,000 guardsmen, were ordered to Louisville. Looting and shooting occurred, buildings were burned,
two teens were killed, and 472 people were arrested. For more see 25
K. H. Williams, "'Oh Baby... It's Really Happening:' The Louisville
Race Riot of 1968," Kentucky History Journal, vol. 3 (1988), pp. 48-64; "Troops and Negroes Clash in Louisville Disorder," New
York Times, 05/29/1968, p. 17; and the many articles in the Louisville Times, Courier-Journal and other local papers beginning May
28, 1968.
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June 6, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

STMFD firefighter

June 7, 1968, Contract.
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June 13, 1968: Board meeting:
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1968
June 13, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

Left to right: John Kempf, Henry R. Kennedy, Raymond Young, Byron Martin, W. R. Herdt driving,, Charles C. Hahn, John
F. Westerman, J. P. Terry, John M. Monohan, Jr., Bernie F. Handel.
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June 13, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

STMFD Firefighter
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June 14 & 15, 1968, Letters:
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June 20, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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June 26, 1968, The Courier-Journal:

June 26, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

STMFD responded on this run
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July 3, 1968, Letter:

July 4, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

STMFD future firefighter
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July 10, 1968: Annual Board meeting:
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July 10, 1968: Annual Board meeting:
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July 15, 1968: Letter:
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July 11, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

Father of firefighter Russ
Rakestraw

July 18, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

Son of former STMFD firefighter.
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July, 1968, Lightning Strike at Bethel Church, courtesy Malcolm McMakin.
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July, 1968, Courtesy Malcolm McMakin. We believe this is around 6 p.m. on “Red” Davis’s boat, owner
of St. Matthews Feed & Seed, who used to take firefighters on rides on the Ohio. May be downstream
from a point above 18 mile island.
(Not sure of who’s boat this is.)
Walt Franck, Chief John Monohan Jr., Phil Iwan, Bill Colson, John Noon, Jack Handel, Bob Walling
and Jim McFarland.
Below STMFD fire station

39

39
Section 4

1968
July 18, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian: Replaces Blackburn — Blonde takes hot job at fire house
By Joseph Oglesby, Editor

A fire burns in Elsie McFarland’s eyes when she discusses her job.

In fact, she’s hot on the subject.
Elsie’s the new radio dispatcher for the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department.
And that’s a job that would make most women tear out their hair.
Elsie even takes her work to bed with her. Fortunately, her husband, Jim, and their two children are as wrapped up as she in volunteer
fire department operations.
The family lives above the fire station on St. Matthews Avenue, and Jim’s a volunteer.
So when a fire call comes late at night, both Elsie and him make a mad dash from their four room apartment to their posts.
Runs barefoot: They keep clothes and shoes nearby so they can slide into them quickly.
“Sometimes I forget to put on my shoes and just run barefoot to the station,” said Elsie.
All the finer points of makeup and hair fixing are lost in the shuffle.
The children, Beverly, 11 and Jim Jr., 9, have learned to sleep through it all. Just the family’s dog, Brandy, wants nothing to do with
fires or firemen. The fire station siren triggers his vocal chords, and unless his confined, he chases the volunteers around the station in
a volley of barks.
Elsie, who formerly was a radio dispatcher for the Middletown Volunteer Fire Department, took the St. Matthews job June 3. She
replaces Roy Blackburn, who has become a real estate broker.
Elsie’s regular hours are 9 to 5 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday and 9 to 12 Wednesday and Saturday.
But hers is not 40-hour work week. Whenever a fire call comes in and she’s at home, she scurries to her radio command post.
Closes doors: Her first duty is to summon volunteers through and alert over the base radio station.
Then Elsie turns on the siren and posts all the information about the fire on a blackboard.
(The siren’s so loud, she has to close all the doors in the office to be able to send and receive radio messages.)
She then notifies county police of the fire and then waits for the volunteers to rush in.
While they're at the fire scene, she stays at the radio in case she’s needed to dispatch additional units.
Her job’s over when the all clear comes from the officer in charge at the fire location.
“All firemen’s wives should be required to take over the dispatcher’s job for six
months,” said Elsie.
“Then they would know how complicated the job can be.”
Elsie said it takes volunteers an average of only 60 seconds to get to the station after an
alert has been sounded.
The cleanup operation after a fire takes much longer, she said, sometimes up to half an
hour. Truck and equipment must be cleaned and checked to be sure they’re in top order
for another un.
Information center: Besides handling the radio, Elsie keeps all the department’s records up to date sand takes care of contracts with sixth class cities for fire protection.
In addition, she’s an information center. She said the department receives many calls for
information.
“A lot of people think we’re attached to city hall, and I’m asked questions about such
things as stray dogs and street locations.”
Before becoming a radio dispatcher at Middletown—where she and her husband lived in
the house attached to the fire station, Elsie worked for W. T. Gant and Gateway Supermarket.
40
“Those jobs weren't nearly as exacting as the fire department,” she said.
Elsie’s made one big discovery since she’s been doing fire department work. “When
we’re going to a fire”, she said, “I can dress almost as fast as my husband.”
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July 18, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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July 25, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

STMFD responded to “Blood wash off.”
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1968
July 25, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

STMFD responded to “Blood wash off.”
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August 1, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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August 8, 1968: Board meeting:
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August 12, 1968: McMahan let us work with them at a training fire.
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August 12, 1968: McMahan let us work with them at a training fire.

August 22, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

August 29, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

Future STMFD firefighter
47
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September 5, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

Son of former STMFD firefighter

The Gidden were friends of the
STMFD firefighters. We fought a
fire in their house and they had a
business right next door to the
fire house at 117 St. Matthews
Avenue. A good relationship.
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September 6, 1968, Fatal fire at 5410 Hempstead. Wife and daughter died.
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September 6, 1968, The Louisville Times:

See next page.
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September 6, 1968, The Louisville Times:

51
Joint funeral services will be held at 3 p.m. Sunday at the Arch L. Heady
& Son Funeral Home, 1201 E. Oak. The bodies will be cremated.

51
Section 4

1968
September 6, 1968: Surgeon's Wife, Child Die in Fire-Girl, 15, Trapped In Try To Aid Mother, by Harold Browning and
Larry Keefe, Louisville Times, writers.

The wife and 15-year old daughter of a Louisville surgeon, Dr. Bourbon E. Canfield, were killed early today when fire severely damaged their East End home in Robinswood Subdivision off Blankenbaker Lane.
The victims were Mrs. Lois Canfield, 45, and her daughter, Deborah. Canfield, 43, suffered cuts and minor burns in a vain attempt to
rescue the two.
Officials said the girl died after apparently first telephoning to report the fire and then trying to save her mother, who was bedridden
because of an illness.
Chief Deputy Corner William S. Anderson said the mother and daughter died of smoke inhalation, apparently after they became
trapped in Mrs. Canfield’s bedroom. He said there were no burns evident on the bodies, both of which were found lying on the bedroom floor.
The fire was first reported to the Louisville Police Department about 3:38 a.m. by a young girl who did not identify herself, but who
apparently was Deborah Canfield.
The Police Department complaint desk transferred the call to the city Fire Alarm Office, where Fire Sgt. Bobby Miles answered the
phone.
Miles said the girl was coughing and sobbing and did not give her name. But she gave the address of the house, 5401 Hempstead
Road.
Miles said the girl sobbed and said, “The house is on fire.” He said she began coughing more, apparently from the smoke, as she gave
him the address. He said he then hung up and notified the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department to make the run.
Flames Shooting 50 Feet in Air: The St. Matthews Fire Department answered the alarm with five pumpers and about 45 firemen.
Firemen said when they arrived at the scene, flames were shooting about 50 feet in the air and were coming mostly from the rear of
the house.
St. Matthews Fire Chief John Monohan, who was one of the first firemen on the scene, said units of the Lyndon Volunteer Fire Department went to the St. Matthews fire headquarters on St. Matthews Avenue to be on hand in case another fire was reported in the St.
Matthews district. Dr. Canfield reportedly was awakened by his daughter and told her to call police while he tried to rescue Mrs. Canfield.
Firemen said there was no immediate indication of what caused the fire. But they said it seemed to have started at the rear of the
house, in either the kitchen or adjoining family room. The blaze was reported under control only a few minutes after fire equipment
arrived. But firemen were still on the scene about three hours later.
County police Detective Robert Stine said Canfield told him after the fire that he had gone to bed about 11:15. (missing small part of
article) into his wife’s bedroom by smashing a window. He said heat and flames forced him away.
Officials said neighbors were trying to help Canfield get into the house when firemen arrived. Firemen wearing masks entered the
bedroom through the window and removed the two victims.
A doctor who lives nearby tried for several minutes to revive the mother and daughter with artificial respiration.
But he said he could feel no pulse in either Mrs. Canfield or her daughter when county police took them to General Hospital. Both
were pronounced dead after arriving at the hospital about 4 a.m.
Canfield also was taken to Methodist Evangelical Hospital. He was reported in satisfactory condition there after undergoing surgery
for a severe cut on the hand.
Canfield’s son, David 21, reportedly had been away on a trip and returned to the house a short time after the fire.
The house, a one-story brick building on the corner of Hempstead and Merrick Road, was severely damaged by fire, smoke and water.
The entire rear of the sprawling house was gutted, along with the attached garage and a station wagon and boat parked inside the garage.
Both Mrs. Canfield and her daughter were members of the Walnut Street Baptist Church.
Joint funeral services will be held at 3 p.m. Sunday at the Arch L. Heady
& Son Funeral Home, 1201 E. Oak. The bodies will be cre52
mated.
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Courtesy Al Ring private collection.
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Courtesy Al Ring private collection.
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Courtesy Al Ring private collection.
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1968
Courtesy Kenneth C. Reising, Jr.

(2011)
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September 6, 1968

5410 Hempstead Road

3:36 a.m.

Comments from Al Ring: I would have responded from home, which would mean I would not be on any of
the first responding units. I do not remember what I rode, but I do remember being with Harry Babcock and
someone else as we tried to take an 1 1/2 inch line through he front door. We tried using a fog to enter but
everything we tried was to know avail, it was just to hot. If I recall the victims were in the from bedroom, we
were going to try to go through the front door (bedroom to left) and cut the fire off and get into the bedroom. It
was late before we made it. There was a ton of over-hall to do on this one and took forever. There were claims
of murder for months after this, I always have felt it was.
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September 12, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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September 12, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

September 11, 1968, Letter:
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September 12, 1968, Board meeting:
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September 19, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

September 25, 1968, Letter:
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September 26, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

September 26, 1968: Local restaurant gutted by fire.

A fire that
apparently started in the basement gutted the Frisch’s Big Boy Restaurant
at 4800 Shelbyville Road early Wednesday morning.
Samuel Borders, manager of the St. Matthews restaurant, said damage totaled at least $75,000.
More than 30 members of the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department,
using all their equipment, battled the blaze.
Firemen were called to the scene at 2:55 am after the fire had been reported
by county police.
Because the fire plug in front of the restaurant property could note turned on, the volunteers had to hook up equipment across Shelbyville Road, some three hundred feet from the restaurant.
They had the main fire under control in minutes, but the mop-up operation lasted more than two hours. No injuries were reported.
Borders said that when the restaurant closed at 1 a.m. everything seemed in order. Two units of the St. Matthews Police Department
62
were on the scene to direct traffic.
The McMahan Volunteer Fire Department stood on duty to handle any other calls while St. Matthews firemen fought the restaurant
fire.

62
Section 4

1968
September 26, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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September 26, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

Former STMFD firefighter
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September 26, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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L to R: Jason Handle,
Iwan.

, John Walling, Russ Rakestraw, Jim Walton, Doug Monohan, Kyle Ragan, Jim Graven, Phil
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1968 Crusade For Children:
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1968 Crusade For Children:
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1968 Crusade For Children: Part of Crusade Article from Malcolm McMakin:
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September 27, 1968

300 Breckenridge Lane

11:25 a.m.
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October 3, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

Daughter of retired STMFD firefighter and sister to 2 STMFD firefighters.
70

70
Section 4

1968
October 3, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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1968
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October 24, 1968,
The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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October 31, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
November 4, 1968, Letter:

November 7, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

Former STMFD firefighter
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October or November 1968: From the private collection of Malcolm McMakin.
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Training Fire

1968
November 14, 1968: Board meeting:
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1968
November 14, 1968: The Voice-Jeffersonian:

Former STMFD
firefighter
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1968
November 15, 1968: Letters:
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1968
November 21, 1968 Fire Incident:
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1968
November 21, 1968: The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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1968
Courtesy, St. Mathews The Crossroads of Beargrass, by Samuel W. Thomas, —Photo from CourierJournal 1951, by Thomas V. Miller, Jr.
This is what the building looked like except in much more run-down condition.
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1968
Courtesy Al Ring private collection, from 8mm movie:
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1968
Courtesy Al Ring private collection:
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1968
Courtesy Al Ring private collection:
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1968
Courtesy Al Ring private collection:
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1968
Courtesy Al Ring private collection:

November 21, 1968: The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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1968
November 21, 1968: The Voice-Jeffersonian: Fire was November 20, 1968, Courtesy Malcolm McMakin.
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1968
November 28, 1968: The Voice-Jeffersonian:

Can find no record of STMFD making this run, but I believe is in its
territory.

STMFD firefighter Al’ Ring’s parents, responded direct
from Service station at Fairmeade Road.
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1968
November 29, 1968: Letter:
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1968
November 29, 1968: Letter:
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1968
December 12, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

December 26, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
Present STMFD firefighter

91

Son of former STMFD firefighter
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1968
December 18, 1968, Crusade For Children
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1968
December 20, 1968: Engineer Says Woman in Fatal Crash Drove Around Gate Into Train’s Path. A St.
Matthews woman was killed this morning when she reportedly drove her car around a lowered railroad crossing gate into the path of a
Louisville & Nashville passenger train.
Miss. Lillie M. Winkler, 68, of 229 Glover Lane, was pronounced dead at General Hospital shortly after the collision at 9:40 a.m. at
the Clover Lane crossing near her home. Deputy Corner Charles Proctor said she died of head and internal injuries.
St. Matthews Police Chief Kermit Cook said L & N engineer N. L. Stasel told him the train was traveling east at 32 miles an hour at
the time of the accident.
Miss Winkler’s car, headed north, edged around the crossing arm, although the gate had been lowered and warning lights were flashing, Stasel reported.
Was returning from store: The train hit the car on the driver’s side and knocked it into a metal railroad crossing standard embedded in
concrete. The impact broke off the standard at its base and uprooted the concrete.
The 1966-model compact auto was demolished and Cook said police had to pry open a door in order to free Mrs. Winkler. She was
removed from the wreckage within three minutes, however, the chief estimated.
The woman’s’ pulse was beating feebly, Cook said, but she was dead by the time she arrive at the hospital. In the car, police found
milk and a loaf of bread, indicating Miss Winkler was returning home from a grocery store.
The St. Matthews Fire Department was called to hose down gasoline that leaked from the ruptured tank on the car.

Miss Lillie M. Winkler, 68, of St. Matthews was fatally injured this morning when her car was struck by a Louisville & Nashville
train at the crossing at Clover Lane, near her home. Staff photo, Jon Webb.
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1968
December 1968: Firefighter Doug Monohan & son Kiernan “enjoying the fire house.”

Unknown date, we think late 1960s. It was a Firefighter appreciation day. Below.
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Left to right: First two unknown, John M. Monohan, Jr., Skip Golden, Doug Monohan, Paul Dillman,
Phil Iwan Al Ring.
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1968
Courtesy Lyndon Fire & Rescue:

Training With Lyndon, unknown date in 1968.

S5 in front of Lyndon School in Lyndon.

95

95
Section 4

1968/1969
Courtesy Sam Wolfe—Future STMFD firefighter—Tuesday night training session on Massie Avenue. I
was only 17/18, net yet a member. Sam Wolfe at S1 pump panel.
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1968
Sample fire run reports 1968:
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1968
Sample fire run reports 1968:
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1968
Fire Statistics For 1968
Total number of fire runs:
Total working fires:
Total hours of fire fighting:
Total 1 1/2" hose used:
Total 2 1/2" hose used:
Back up City of Louisville:
Number of A. M. runs:
Number of P. M. runs:

293
8
78
4,600 feet
9,400 feet
3 times
85
208

Number of runs made by fire apparatus:
S1:
S2:
S3:
S4:
S5:

Types of fire runs:

177
61
81
171
75

House
Commercial
Automobile
Field & trash
Miscellaneous
Malicious false
Working fires:

1/19/1968
1/21/1968
4/25/1968
7/1/1968
9/6/1968
9/25/1968
11/20/1968
11/26/1968

6:39 p.m.
11:23 p.m.
6:20 p.m.
6:03 p.m.
3:36 a.m.
2:55 a.m.
1:12 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Apartment, 3609 Brownsboro Road
Trailer, 4520 Shelbyville Road, 1 lady dead
Whisky warehouse, Eastwood Ky.
House, 4064 Richland Avenue, 2nd floor
House, 5410 Hempstead Rd., mother / daughter dead
Big Boy, 4800 Shelbyville Road, basement
Antique Shop, 310 Wallace Avenue
House, 5422 Pawnee Trail

4/21/1968
7/20/1968
9/25/1968
11/21/1968
12/20/1968

Heart attack, one man dead
Auto accident, one man dead
Heart attack, one man dead
Gas leak, one man dead
Auto / train wreck, one lady dead
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77
58
36
49
45
28

1968
Board Of Directors
F. C. Boss
J. C. Emrich
L. S. Grauman
G. Miller
H. A Monohan
J. M. Monohan, Jr.
J. P. Terry
W. L. Wilson

1968

Officers
Chief J. M. Monohan, Jr.
Assistant Chief W. R. Herdt
Captain H. K. Babcock
Captain A. R. Haeberlin
Captain R. C. Walling
Captain M. R. Zehnder
Lieutenant A. E. Andriot, Jr.
Lieutenant J. T. DeHart
Lieutenant J. S. Handle
Lieutenant J. C. Jackson
Lieutenant R. J. Thornbury

Firefighters
A. E. Andriot, III
D. W. Beard
G. A. Beckman
J. A. Beckman
J. R. Case
W. C. Colson
H. L. Chreste
D. L. Daniels
C. T. Davis
W. E. Dieckman
P. G. Dillman
D. L. Engnehl
C. E. Fenimore
E. C. Foley
W. A. Franck
B. J. Golden, Jr.
B. J. Karem
H. C. Kuhn, Jr.
D. C. Lange
G. F. Liebert
R. H. Maloney
T. L. Martin
C. S. McAfee
J. R. McFarland

M. McMakin
A. McNally
W. F. Mercke
D. W. Merrifield
W. T. Miller
D. L. Monohan
J. M. Monohan, III
D. L. Morgan, Jr.
B. Munz
J. L. Noon
K. Reagan
R. M. Rakestraw
K. C. Reising, Jr.
Al Ring
D. L. Ross
J. B. Ross
P. L. Schneider
E. T. Schuler
R. H. Schultze
A. R. Scott
G. L. Soules, Jr.
D. G. Sterch
D. J. Sullivan
R. Tackett
S. E. Wayne
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