St. Matthews Fire Protection District
1971
This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper articles, pictures, etc. of
the St. Matthews Fire Protection District. They have been collected and arranged in chronological order. These
items were collected, organized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring with the help of the St.
Matthews Fire Department Alumni Association, Inc. The Association’s members are Rick Albers, A. E. “Bill”
Andriot, III, E. Gar Davis, Clarke Fenimore, Jack Monohan, Mike Noon, Russ Rakestraw and Al Ring.
The purpose of this “collection” was to create the background and research for the book St. Matthews
Firefighters, 84 Years of Firefighting in St. Matthews, Kentucky, written by and published by Al Ring in 2004.
The collection is continuing today, so if you should have old or new information on the St. Matthews Fire
Department, please contact Al Ring.
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should remember
that many came from copies of old newspaper articles. This also applies to other items such as documents,
letters, etc. Credit to the source of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available. We
realize that many items are not identified and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information. As far as
the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.
The Courier-Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.
Please use this information as a reference tool only. If the reader uses any of the information for any purpose
other than a reference tool, they must get permission from the source.
The Association would like to thank the St. Matthews Fire Protection District and various newspapers including
The Courier-Journal, The Louisville Times, and The Voice-Tribune. Our appreciation is also extended to the
various citizens and firefighters who contributed to the gathering of this information.
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January 7, 1971: Empty house is damaged in Indian Hills blaze: An unoccupied colonial-type home in Indian Hills subdivision east of Louisville was extensively damaged by fire yesterday morning.
St. Matthews firemen worked from 2 until 5 a.m. putting the fire out at 224 Travois Road, and then were called back to the house at 7:32 a.m. after the blaze
had started up again.
The firemen with the help of the Harrods Creek Fire Department, put the blaze
out a second time at 9 a.m. John Monohan Jr., St. Matthews fire chief, said the
fire apparently started in the basement of the two-story brick house.
Monohan said the home was recently sold by its former owner, Dr. Rudolph J.
Noer, and all the furniture had been moved out. Monohan didn’t know who
owns the house now.

January 7, 1971

House, 224 Travois Road

1:57 & 7:32 a.m.

Comments by Al Ring: This hose was being re-furbished. The fire started in the basement and was through
the roof when we got there. Somehow I would up on the roof on this fire also and it was cold as could be.
There was not a lot of firefighting skill on this fire. Just surround and drown, but the cold really took its toll.
We knew when we left that we would be back and we were at 7:32 in the morning. I believe Babcock and myself were in charge this time and we called Harrods Creek to help. It was day time and we had a very small
turnout.
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January 7, 1971:

Photo courtesy Al Ring
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January 7, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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1971
January 14, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian: Fire was January 6, 19671.

1971: Moved the siren from
St. Mathews Avenue to the new
fire house.
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1971
January 14, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian: Fire was January 6, 1971.
January 14, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

Dog is Missing—Newly arrived minister loses home in a fire, by Frank
Fox. The Rev. Donald W. Sickbert, the new pastor of the Bethel United Church of Christ in St. Matthews, is now without a parsonage, most of his furniture and worst of all , the family’s honey-colored dog, Tico. Tico is missing.
The minister and two of his children stayed in Louisville last week to unpack their belongings and set up a new home in the church’s
parsonage at 302 Castleview, off Westport Road. Fortunately, all three, the minister, his oldest son, Bryan, 21 and his youngest, David, 11, were all away from the home when it burned January 6.
Mr. Sickbert and Bryan were at the church at 115 Meridian Avenue, unpacking books and other things. David was in Stivers Elementary School.
Then Chris Odewahn, a neighbor who at the time hadn’t met the Sickberts, called Mr. Sickbert and told him the house was burning.
Hears unusual sounds: Odewahn lives across the street from the parsonage. He had walked downstairs into his kitchen about noon
and he heard sounds unlike normal street activity. He looked through a window and saw flames and smoke billowing from the rear of
the Sickbert garage, which is attached to the house.
Odewahn didn’t call the pastor immediately—he phoned the St. Matthews Fire Department. Then he raced across the street to alert
anyone who might be in the house.
“I thought someone might be asleep inside,” he recalled. “I knocked on the door a couple of times, then went in.” Odewahn couldn’t
find anyone in the house, so he grabbed what furniture he could and carried it our onto the front lawn.
Ed Stine, a neighbor who was returning home at the time, joined Odewahn in salvaging as much furniture as they could get out of the
already blazing house.
Firemen arrived quickly: “The firemen arrived then,” Odewahn said, “less than 15 minutes after I called them. By then, we had only
pulled out some light things we could carry easily. Then the smoke got too thick for us.”
Both Stine and Odewahn pointed out after the fire that the situation was aggravated by a newly installed electric garage-door device
that had short-circuited and was opening and closing. They believed, and the minister agrees, that the open door fanned and helped
spread the fire.
At press time, it had not been determined whether insurance carried on the house covered any of Mr. Sickbert’s belongings. According to Mr. Sickbert, his home owners policy carried on his home in Columbus, Ohio; only, covers, up to $1,000, items off the insured
premises. He said his losses were far greater.
The minister estimated that two-thirds of his clothing was ruined and that the only furniture salvaged were pieces that he and his wife,
Ruth, has when they were married 25 years ago.
Praise the people: “The people—church members, neighbors, and all –have really been great about helping us through,” Mr. Sickbert
said. “Sanders Cleaners offered to salvage and clean what clothes they could, and people have volunteered to give me sleeping rooms
until we find a place to stay. Fortunately, my wife decided earlier to stay in Columbus until her teaching semester ends this month.”
Mrs. Sickbert teaches languages in an elementary school in Columbus. She hadn’t planned to move until January 29, when the fall
semester ends. The Sickbert’s other two children, Grant, 15, and Carla, 19 returned to school after the entire family spend the holidays in St. Matthews.
Mr. Sickbert and his wife have been Louisville residents previously for two years in 1955-56 when he served as administrator of the
Protestant Orphans Home, which now is Brookhaven.

January 6, 1971

House, 302 Castleview

12:45 p.m.

Comments from Al Ring: I believe I was at home (Westport Terrace) when the tone hit. I passed the house
on the way to the fire house and saw heavy smoke coming from the garage area and the garage door was going
up and down from an “gone crazy garage opener.” I believe I was officer on S4. Major Zehnder responded but
I think he was late. I am sure we use 4 1 1/2 inch lines
6 on the fire as well as boosters for over-hall. Made a
fairly quick stop but lots of damage in garage, kitchen upper bedroom area.
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January 14, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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1971
January 14, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

Future Board member.
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1971
January 14, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

Future Board member.

NOTE: Reduced age from 21 years to 18 years for volunteers of STMFD except they may not drive apparatus.
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January 21, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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January 18, 1971, We made a working fire in Dr. Pierce’s office at 8:55 a.m.. I must have been officer of
S5 until Major Zehnder got there after knockdown. The entire office was cut up into little cubicle rooms
and the fire was deep inside in a chair and wall in a small side room. Heavy smoke keep us from finding
it. I had a crew open the back door so it would flare up, it did, we hit it, it was out.
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January 18, 1971, Working fire, 105 Hubbards Lane.
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1971
January 21, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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1971
January 22, 1971, Letter:
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January 22, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

Westminster Terrace Presbyterian Home
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1971
January 13, 1971, The Courier-Journal, by Jessie Halladay, 40 years after blaze, question answers—
Remains of grandfather who died in fire located—
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1971
January 13, 1971, The Courier-Journal, by Jessie Halladay, 40 years after blaze, question answers—
Remains of grandfather who died in fire located—
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1971
January 13, 1971, The Courier-Journal, by Jessie Halladay, 40 years after blaze, question answers—
Remains of grandfather who died in fire located—
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January 28, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

January 29, 1971, Letter:
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February 4, 1971, Board meeting:
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1971
February 10, 1971, Board meeting:
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1971
February 10, 1971, We made a working fire at Frisch’s Big Boy (years ago had real bad worker). Lt.
Jack DeHart and Lt. Al Ring were officers, Ring called McMahan to scene. The fire was in the basement.
We entered from the south end, outside stairway. The fire was in a separate storage room on the north
end. It was heavy smoke and very dark, took quite some time to find it. Once we did, it was a quick
knockdown. Today the building has been moved back on the lot and maps, etc. do not apply.
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February 15, 1971, The Time Louisville:
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February 18, 1971, The Voice–Jeffersonian:

February 25, 1971, The Voice–Jeffersonian:
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March 4, 1971, The Voice–Jeffersonian:
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1971, Al Ring by S3----Sam Wolfe and S4: Al Ring collection.
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1971
Courtesy Al Ring, who used an opaque projector he had and with the help of many others on the department made the following map boards for STMFD. The big map was 8’ x 16.’ You can also see the alarm
stand and status boards.
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Courtesy Al Ring, who used an opaque projector he had and with the help of many others on the department made the following map boards for STMFD. The big map was 8’ x 16.’ You can also see the alarm
stand and status boards.
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1971
Courtesy Al Ring, who used an opaque projector he had and with the help of many others on the department made the following map boards for STMFD. The big map was 8’ x 16.’ You can also see the alarm
stand and status boards.
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1971
Courtesy Al Ring, 1971: Al with the help of others made the following frames for STMFD pictures for
the recreation room on the first floor.
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1971
Courtesy pictures from Sam Wolfe Collection: Lt. Ring with S1 responding to dumpster fire behind old
fire station on St. Matthews Avenue.
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Courtesy pictures from Sam Wolfe Collection: Believe all taken at training fire: --- Center, ------Below,

Ken Reising and Ken Strange

Dennis Bryant and Roger Herdt

Jack Dehart, Doug Monohan, Bob Walling

Al Haeberlin and Walt Frank.
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March 11, 1971, The Voice–Jeffersonian:
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March 11, 1971, The Voice–Jeffersonian:
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March 11, 1971, Board meeting:
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March 18, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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March 18, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

March 25, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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April 8, 1971, Board meeting:
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April 16, 1971, Contract:

Google, 2010
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April 22, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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1971
Courtesy Lyndon Fire & Rescue, Fire Fighters Olympics:
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1971
Courtesy Lyndon Fire & Rescue, Fire Fighters Olympics:
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Courtesy Lyndon Fire & Rescue, Fire Fighters Olympics:
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Courtesy Lyndon Fire & Rescue, Fire Fighters
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Courtesy Lyndon Fire & Rescue, Fire Fighters Olympics:
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Courtesy Lyndon Fire & Rescue, Fire Fighters Olympics:
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April 29, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

Daughter of former STMFD
firefighter,
and
eventually
worked for STMFD as secretary.

Future STMFD firefighter.
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May 6, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
and interest.

The new Voice Publisher treated STMFD very fairly and took
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May 6, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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May 13, 1971, Board meeting:
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May 20, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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May 22, 23, 1971 Crusade: $22,073.00
S1, $3,063.15

S2, $629.10,

S3, $3,591.91

S4, $3836.04

$6,199.01,

Held raffle, made $505.00.

1971, Courtesy Marty Kamer:
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Business, $2,190.00

Miscellaneous, $3,192.89

1971
May 22, 23, 1971 Crusade: $22,073.00
S1, $3,063.15

S2, $629.10,

S3, $3,591.91

S4, $3836.04

$6,199.01,
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Miscellaneous, $3,192.89

1971
May 27, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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1971
May 27, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

June 1970: About 250 firefighters from Kentucky and Southern Indians were expected to visit St. Matthews to
see the equipment by the Mid-West Fire and Safety Company. The Squirt is a 50 foot “water tower” and aerial
ladder with a water outlet at the end and can be installed on existing fire vehicles. The equipment provides additional firefighting capability without requiring the complete purchase of new trucks.

June 3, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

Next page
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June 3, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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1971
June 10, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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June 10, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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June 10, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

June 17, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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June 10, 1971, Board meeting:
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1971
June 10, 1971, New Board member:

Robert C. “Bob” Walling

Firefighter June 25, 1957 to July 1974, Lieutenant 1959 to 1961, Captain 1961 to 1973, Assistant Chief 1973 to 1974, Director 1970 to 1972

June 4, 1926 to
November 1, 1993
Born in Louisville June 4, 1926. He attended
Christ The King grade school and Manual High
school. He joined the Air Force, December 8,
1943 and became a Test Engineer on B32’s and
an Air Flight Inspector for Air Transport. Completing his obligation to the Air Force June of
1946 he went to work for Breaux Ballard, a
Dodge dealership in Louisville. While their he
learned the parts business and then moved to L. J.
Hannah, Dodge Dealership in the parts department. He then joined the Gill Mueller Auto Sales
and Service where he stayed 19 years until being
bought out by General Auto Sales who he stayed
with. He joined the department as a firefighter in
1957, served as a firefighter, Lieutenant, Captain
and Assistant Chief in 1973, before leaving the
department in 1974. Mr. Walling served on the
Board from 1970 until 1972. Bob died at age 67
in Lee, Florida November 1, 1993.

61

61
Section 4

1971
June 17, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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June 17, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
and S4

STMFD responded with Major Haeberlin in charge, with S-1
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June 17, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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1971
June 17, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian: Not sure Voice—

June 18, 1971,
Letter:
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June 22, 1971, Cash Receipts:
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June 24, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

July 1, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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July 8, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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1971
July 8, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

Future STMFD firefighter:
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July 8, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
The Key to effort: they care: by Susan Manne, Women’s Editor. The City of Louisville is locked in a pay dispute with its firefighters.
If the residents of Jefferson County were to get the same protection from a full-time professional team, it would cost abut $6,000.000
for firefighters paid at the current rate, without anticipated increases. This sum would represent a 30 percent increase in the county
budget and a corresponding 30 percent tax increase.
This projected sum for operating expenses does not include the equipment and firehouses now owned by the individual departments
which the county would have to purchase or replace if they switched to paid firefighters.
Richard M. Trautwein, director of the Jefferson County Fire Protection Program, estimates that this “getting started” cost would e “at
least 20 million dollars.” The total county budget is bout $23,000,000.
This hypothetical situation assumes that the county’s 340 square miles now protected by volunteers could be serviced by a department
the size of the City of Louisville.
The taxpayer in Jefferson County is getting a bargain in fire protection for his money, “a tremendous bargain,” agreed Trautwein.
Pat Maloney, public relations volunteer for the St. Matthews Volunteer Department, labels the service “very very cheap.”
Good fire protection: But does this bargain priced fire service in the county also mean inferior service? “not at all,” said Maloney.
“In any given situation, with a given crews, we can do as well as the City of Louisville. We won’t take a back seat.”
The “protection for the county is for the most part of superior quality,” said Trautwein. He pointed out that 14 of the 20 volunteer fire
districts have qualified for sixth-class insurance-the lowest premiums available for homeowners. The insurance is directly affected by
the quality of fire protection.
Trautwein also said it is “apparent that a volunteer department will have a minute or two less time in responding” to a call. But Carl
Haunz, Jr., chief of the Worthington Volunteer Fire Department, points out that “what we lack in time, we make up in equipment and
men.”
Haunz explained that, on the first roll, the city may respond with one piece of equipment with four men and follow with five to ten
men. His department will move 10 to 30 men on the first roll, Haunz said.
Respond in minutes—or less: But even if a department is volunteer, we are talking about a response time of minutes.
“No kidding,” said Maloney, “they seem to come out of the sidewalks. It’s unbelievable how fast the men respond, especially when
someone may be in danger.” For the St. Matthews department, he says its fastest time for being “on the ramp and rolling” is 45 seconds to one minute. This is at night, when more men are available. The high time, recorded during the day when men may have to
come from their business, is two to three minutes.
Maloney also explained that the radio call sounds for three minutes. From his home on Westport Road, one of the longest distances
for men in St. Matthews department to travel, he can be dressed and in the station before the tone stops.
In fact, Haunz says that “sometimes people wonder if we have ESP, because the see us rushing to the firehouse before the alarm
sounds.”
All fire calls go into the central county alarm office, where the location is identified according to the fir district. Then the volunteers
in that district are notified according to the fire district. Then the volunteers in that district are notified by radio.
“The volunteer fire fighter is equipped differently in the county,” Haunz said. “We don’t sit in the firehouse waiting for the bell to
ring. We have radio contact—each firefighter has the radio at home.”
In St. Matthews, the men are expected to attend training sessions for several hours every Tuesday night. More than two absences in a
row must be explained.
Chief Haunz explained that it takes “six months to a year of weekly two-hour training session to produce an effective team. We don’t
think of our firefighters in any other terms—they are a team and it’s teamwork that put out fires.”
“The biggest problem in running a volunteer fire department us getting the volunteers. “We always have trouble, “ said Maloney.
“We have about one-third of what we should have.” Explained Haunz.
Both departments have trouble with “Transients,” people who move
70 into the community and then, frequently, are transferred by their
businesses.
For example, Maloney pointed out that they may have men who stay on the force four or five years and then move. But if they do stay
in the community and serve for more than five years, “they are frequently here for the duration.” Consequently, a high turnover rate is
not responsible for the lack of volunteers, he said.
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July 8, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
Chief Haunz describes his fire district a “very unique,” shifting from an agricultural to a residential community with the rural residents
growing older and moving out. “I personally feel that many of the new residents feel they are above being volunteer,” says Haunz.
But the volunteers they do get, he feels, are exceptional men of high caliber.
Both departments have recently liberalized policies which have opened the doors for new volunteers. St. Matthews lowered its lower
age limit from 21 to 18 and have put on 10 new men since the first of the year. Worthington has four women and 11 teens, over 16.
Haunz explained a department only has to answer to its own insurance carrier.
St. Matthews has 55 volunteers who make about 250 runs each year and Worthington has 34 to 40 volunteers making 45 to 50 runs a
year. In the county, about 4,500 runs are made yearly, as opposed to 9,003 in Louisville.
But why should a man volunteer to be constantly on call, to put his life on the line? Haunz calls it “responsibility.”
“This is their department, a community effort that we have to support. I think the men develop a tremendous pride in service to their
community. The fellow who volunteers for the excitement of riding on the truck doesn’t stay long.”
Walking around St. Matthews new, $250,000 firehouse, Maloney explained that we have “a little pride here” about their service and
equipment. However, this is not meant “to slight our brothers downtown.”
“A fire fighter is a firefighter,” he said, “and I don’t care if he is a volunteer or paid. We belong to each other and work alongside
them.”
But a volunteer department is not always workable, such as in the city of Louisville.
Haunz has nothing but admiration for the city professionals, noting that they are dedicated and face obstacles of traffic and crowded
conditions that make a run more difficult.
Maloney commented that the mercantile and industrial buildings downtown require greater protection. The city buildings are older,
more crowded and have greater potential fire hazards.
But, eventually, Trautwein foresees a time when the volunteer system may evolve into a “hybrid” situation in the county, with some
volunteer and some paid firefighters.
Trautwein explained that we are constantly adding to the responsibilities of a firefighter. For example, mercantile establishments have
to be inspected twice a year. Keeping the insurance rates down means more administration and more prevention.
“It is different volunteering for an emergency position and an administrative function,” he explained.
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July 8, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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July 8, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:
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July 9, 1971:

Major fire at 3930 Grandview, Greathouse School

Editorial by Al Ring (2010)
The Greathouse fire is considered by many as one of the biggest fire fought by the STMFD. It also was
one of the most criticized efforts by certain media such as WHAS (Bob Johnson) and others.
I made that fire run and was injured fighting the fire. Big — yes, confusion — yes, tactics—for the most
part very good, short of water—not a gallon to spare, no where else to go, hallways blocked making our
job much harder—yes, crowd—sometimes in the way—
RESULTS—Considering 2 sister schools that caught fire, one in LaGrange and one in southern Kentucky and both burned to the ground. Considering that just a short few months later the kids were back
in school and everything was fine. Considering today (2010) it is one beautiful building serving as St.
Matthews City Hall—SPECKTACKULAR.
Courtesy December 7, 1939, The Jeffersonian:

City Of St. Matthews 50 Years—1950 —
2000:
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July 9, 1971:

Major fire at 3930 Grandview, Greathouse School

July 9, 1971 Greathouse Elementary School by Jerry Schreck
I had just graduated from KLEC Basic Training (police recruit school) at WKU in Bowling Green, Ky. and just
arrived home starving for dinner when we got the call. I rode S-5 tailboard and spent most of the night playing
snorkel. I hit myself in the eye with a portable radio antenna, knocking out a contact lens 75 feet in the air. I
came crawling home about 3 am, and fell asleep in the bathtub.
In the morning my dad and I left for NY. to vis75
it relatives. My dad drove my car while I slept. We got as far as Cinn. And my dad got lost and woke me up to
drive.
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July 9, 1971:

Major fire at 3930 Grandview, Greathouse School
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July 10, 1971, The Courier-Journal:

Major fire at 3930 Grandview, Greathouse School

Apparently caused by lightning: by Tinsley Stewart The Courier-Journal:
Greathouse School in St. Matthews is extensively damaged by fire
Greathouse Elementary School, a St. Matthews landmark for more than 30 years, was extensively damaged by fire early yesterday
evening.
County School Supt. Richard VanHoose, who was at the scene, said he hopes the area’s churches “will look at their facilities and invite us in for the coming school year.” More than 500 children attended the school at 3930 Grandview Ave.
Half of the upper floor of the two-story brick building was completely gutted by the fire, which broke out between 5:15 and 5:30 p.m.
The other half of the upper floor was badly damaged by flames and the first floor was damaged by flames, smoke and water.
Two witnesses, Herman Heck and Mrs. N. F. Becker, said they saw lightning strike the building’s chimney. Mrs. Becker said she saw
flames around the chimney immediately after the thunderbolt and called the St. Matthews Fire Department, got no answer, and then
called county police. Firemen arrived within five minutes, she said.
Heck said he did not see any flames immediately but saw “something scatter like bricks...after a violent crash of thunder.” St. Matthews Fire Chief John Monohan verified that lightning caused the fire, and that it began at the chimney.
“Half of that chimney was gone when we got there,” he said. The fire blazed out of control for more than an hour.
At 6:30 p.m. it appeared that firemen had contained the fire to the western half of the upper floor, but as the flames tumbled and
roared, the fire quickly spread to the middle of the old structure and then to the eastern half.
The heat was so intense at that time that persons 100 yards from the building began moving away.
A fireman at the scene, who declined to give his name, said the blaze went out of control for a number of reasons. The school, he said,
had a light tar and pebble roof that was too weak to support firemen, making it impossible to get close to the flames to extinguish
them. The tar burned quickly but was difficult to extinguish.
He said much of the schools furniture had been placed in hallways, making it difficult to reach the center of the blaze after the firemen
went inside.
“They have to crawl anyway,” he said, to avoid inhaling too much smoke…..and with those desks and things in the way, it was nearly
impossible to get in there.”
By 7 p.m., flames in the eastern half of the building were under control, but the fire was still out of control at the western half. The
heat there caused the outside wall to crack in one place.
Six fire trucks from two volunteer fire departments....St Matthews and McMahan—battled the blaze. Some Lyndon volunteers, but no
trucks, helped.
Some neighborhood residents criticized the St. Matthews firemen and Chief Monohan for not getting their equipment pieced together
quickly and for not calling in Louisville firemen. Monohan’s only comment was, “I think we did a damn good job.”
Four firemen were slightly injured— three of them were overcome by smoke and a fourth suffered a cut foot when he stepped on broken glass. Lt. Al Ring, of 25 Westport Terrace, was treated for smoke inhalation and released from Kentucky Baptist Hospital. John
Noon, of 101 Colonial Drive, was treated and released from General Hospital with a cut foot. Two other firemen who were overcome
by smoke did not require hospital treatment. All four were St. Matthews firemen.
Most of the school’s records were saved, said Supt. VanHoose. A truck was loaned to the school to haul away file cabinets and some
office machinery.
The building was completed in December, 1939, at a cost of just over $75,000, but VanHoose said it would cost at least $1.25 million
to replace the building. He was unable to estimate the damage to the building or whether any part of it could be saved.
A few adults, who had attended Greathouse as children, cried as they saw the school go up in flames.
One young mother, a Greathouse alumni whose daughter was a student there last year, was upset because of the “loss of a high quality
school.” She said classes at Greathouse were small (25 to 29 pupils77
each) and the teachers were “first class.”
By 8 p.m., the school was a smoldering mess but the fire was out for the most part. Neighborhood children helped firemen roll up hoses, and neighborhood women with pitchers of water offered drinks to the exhausted firemen.
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July 10, 1971: The Louisville Times. Metro News In Brief by Harry Amon School Burns in St. Matthews
The 31-year-old Greathouse Elementary School in St. Matthews was damaged extensively by a fire that started when lightning struck
a chimney about 5:15 p.m. yesterday.
The upper floor of the school at 3930 Grandview was gutted by the flames, and the first floor was charred by heat and received water
and smoke damage.
Volunteer fire units from St. Matthews and McMahan fought the blaze for almost three hours before bringing it under control.
County School Supt. Richard VanHouse was unable to place a monetary estimate on the damage. He said the school was built for
$75,000. in 1939 but it would $1.25 pillion to replace it. The school’s enrollment is about 500 students.
VanHoose said he hoped the area’s churches will look at their facilities and “invite us in for the coming school year.”
Most of the school records and some office equipment were saved, VanHoose said.
Five firemen were overcome by smoke and heat, and one received 80
a foot injury when he stepped on some broken glass.
Lt. Al Ring, of 25 Westport Terrace, was treated for smoke inhalation at the Kentucky Baptist Hospital, and John Noon, of 101 Colonial Drive, was treated for a cut foot at General Hospital. Both are members of the St. Matthews fire unit. They were released after
receiving emergency care.
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July 14, 1971, Letter sent to all
injured firefighters:
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Major fire at 3930 Grandview, Greathouse School

Pictures from George W. Davidson Jr., 4028 St. Germaine Ct., Louisville, KY 40207 given to Gar Davis then Al Ring August
2004 after publication of Al’s book.
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The fire at Greathouse

Her alarm hits snags, caller says

Greathouse Elementary School, a 31— year-old St. Matthews institution, suffered severe fire damage Friday evening after being
struck by lightning.
According to Mrs. N. F. Becker, who lives directly across from the school on Grandview Avenue, the chimney of the building was
struck about 5:25 pm. “I saw the lightning from my window. Then I could see heat, like you see on a hot day over asphalt, around the
chimney. Then flames broke out.”
Mrs. Becker then called the old telephone number of the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department, 896-4411. Receiving no answer,
she called the St. Matthews police, and let the phone ring twice.
She then called the telephone operator and was told the fire department would be contacted.
Approximately the same time, Jackie Forsting, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. R. J. Forsting, of 225 Fairfax, had noticed smoke near the
chimney of the school. She also called the operator and notified an emergency answering service of the fire.
Both Miss Forsting and Mrs. Becker agree that it was approximately five to ten minutes before the St. Matthews units arrived.
However, Miss Forsting stated that she believed the lightning struck 45 minutes prior to the arrival of the first fire truck.
All five St. Matthews’ trucks went to the scene, including a ladder truck which was used to get water down through the roof of the
building.
In addition, one truck from the McMahan Center Volunteer Fire Department under the command of Chief Jim Trautwein joined the
St. Matthews men at the fire. Another McMahan truck was dispatched to the St. Matthews fire house on standby alert – and while
there answered a malicious false alarm.
According to St. Matthews Assistant Chief Albert R. Haeberlin, the fire swept through the west wing of the building in the two or
three foot deep dead space between the flat, tar-covered roof and the ceiling of the top floor.
By the time the fire units had arrived, flames were shooting from the third floor of the building. The fire burned out of control for
approximately an hour.
By 7 p.m., although the flames in half of the building near the chimney were still out of control, the fire had been subdued in
other parts of the building. Shortly after 8 p.m. the fire was extinguished.
Security police, employed by the Jefferson County Board of Education, were called and arrived a the scene about 6 p.m.
The area between Fairfax and Meridian on Grandview Avenue was closed off. St. Matthews and the private security police estimated
the crowd at about one thousand.
Although reporters from WHAS-TV and the Louisville Courier-Journal stated that neighborhood residents were critical of the way the
fire departments handled the fire, Voice reporters found no such comment.
Mrs. Becker praised the volunteers, “I think the firemen did a wonderful job. They saved the building.”
She also stated that she now knows the number for the St. Matthews Fire Department which she called was the wrong one. Emergency fire calls should go to the county dispatching center. The number there is 584-1231.
Col. Steve Sheehan of the Industrial Police of Kentucky, hired to serve the school, also spoke in praise of the departments efforts (I
don’t think the Louisville Fire department could have don a better job. I think St. Matthews did a fine job.”
Two firemen, both from St. Matthews were taken to hospitals for treatment of injuries suffered while fighting the blaze.
Lt Al Ring, 27, of 25 Westport Terrace, was taken to Kentucky Baptist Hospital where he was treated for exhaustion and bruises.
(Actually, I was hit by a roof cave in, almost knocked out, badly cut on a finger and bruised. After stitches I got the name of the nurse
who helped me and we dated a few times.)
87
Ring said he was leading a hose crew into the building from the ground floor. Desks and school furniture were stacked in the passageway. Because of this it took the crew about four minutes to get to the second landing.
A section of the ceiling fell and struck Ring on the head and sent him falling down two flights of stairs. Sgt. Richard McAllister of the
St. Matthews Police took Ring to the hospital where he was treated and released.
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John L. Noon, 54, of 101 Colonial Drive, was injured when a piece of glass pierced his boot while pulling a hose through a broken
window. He was taken to General Hospital where he was treated and released. Against their doctor’s orders, both Ring and Noon were
at the fire station cleaning equipment. After the fire was out and units had left the scene of the blaze, a security guard spotted a small
flame and called the fire department. This was about 1 a.m. Saturday morning. The flame was caused by a smoldering pile of books
and was quickly extinguished.
Noon’s son, John Noon Jr., was one of the firemen who returned to the school. On that call, the young Noon inured his ankle and was
taken by his father to General Hospital where he was treated and released.
Several other firemen were treated for minor injuries and smoke inhalation at the scene of the fire.
Another witness praised the efforts of the firemen. Mrs. Richard Getch, a teacher and alumna of Greathouse, arrived after the fire was
well in progress. Her husband had informed her of the fire, after hearing of it on a local radio station.
Mrs. Getch teaches special education at Greathouse. She was at the school Saturday morning to retrieve personal belongings from the
building.
The area was blocked off by security
police, and nobody other than Board of
Education personnel were admitted.
So, Mrs. Getch looked on from the edge
of the school lot. “A lot of us (teachers)
had personal belongings in the building,” she said.
Mrs. Getch hopes the building could be
repaired. “This school was homey, not
cold and concrete.”
According to unofficial comment by the
some inspecting the site over the weekend, there is a good chance that he
school may be repaired by the fall.
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It’s gone. Greathouse has burned. As I stand there, tears careen down my face. Why am I
crying? Is it for the little girl that still dwells in me? This is my school.
The computer in my brain starts whirling and kaleidoscopes of sights and sounds flash
through the night. This is the school of my “Firsts.” The first day of school, first teacher,
first best friend, the first taste of success and defeat. All these conditioned me for the present.
The odor of stale smoke drifts by me. This is the wrong smell. It should be chalk and disinfectant, new pencils before they’re sharpened, teacher’s perfume, starched plaid dresses, peanut butter on buns, Savings Stamps for War Bonds, someone getting sick, new
books when they’re first cracked open, autumn leaves during a fire drill, damp sweaters
drying in a stuffy room, buttered beets. People mill around talking in hushed whispers.
My mind rebels. These are the wrong sounds, too!
Editor’s note:
The writer is a St. Matthews resident who attended Greathouse
School as a child. After moving to Minneapolis and Rochester, N.Y. she has returned
to her hometown and lives at 4006 Winchester Road.
It’s the playground with the laughter and quarrels of children, baseball bats cracking,
Pledge of Allegiance echoing after the first bell, swing chains creaking under the weight
of children, hushed classrooms during a test, carnivals where your parents worked in a
booth, secrets told to your best friend.
The firemen are almost finished. One last hose remains pumping. Why do I feel the way
that I do about this place? Because it’s a place for young children’s dreams and hopes.
We were the children before the influence of television or computers that let us know our
capabilities. We could dream impossible dreams and no one said it couldn’t be done because they didn’t know for sure.
Wasn’t it true that by staring at the back of someone’s head, he would turn around? One
could be President without going to college. Working on Roy Rogers’ ranch would only
require a letter Hollywood would beckon if a talent scout ever appeared. Truman could
beat Dewey our parents told us. My brother would receive his Charles Atlas course someday. Wishing upon a star brought great results if you never looked at it again. It’s summertime. We always returned here with our best friend to plan those long lazy days. Our
activities weren’t planned then and as we swung we were free to decide what to do. Definitely to go to the Vogue on Saturday, maybe peddle our bikes to St. Matthews to get a
long licorice stick that would drag on the ground, possibly a trip to Woolworth’s to check
the new colorless Tangee
94 lipstick that no mother could detect.
We planned out adult lives also, right up to our wedding dresses-mine was to be ballerina length and hers to have a train. Maybe we’ll
just stay her and swing until it’s time to go home.
The computer in my mind has stopped whirling so-now a song keeps running through my head “Charlettetown is burning down,.
Goodbye, Goodbye” Goodbye Greathouse, good-bye!
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Standing amid the ruins of the third floor of the Greathouse Elementary School, volunteer fireman shout
information down to their comrades on the ground. The collapsed roof appears behind them.
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Last Friday, a bolt of lightning struck a chimney at the Greathouse Elementary School at 3930 Grandview Avenue in St. Matthews.
The St. Matthews Volunteer Fire department responded to the fire alarm.
Some segments of the downtown news media assailed the manner in which the fire was fought and some citizens were reported as
being critical of the St. Matthews department’s operations. Later, the Fire Department made a resounding defense of its action and a
number of citizens also praised the work of the volunteers.
Her are some pictures of action as the blaze was fought.
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HERE’S A VIEW of the firefighting action at the rear of Greathouse School. The chimney was hit by lightning is
shrouded in smoke at the upper-right of this picture
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HEAVY SMOKE BILLOWED around volunteer firemen last Friday as they fought the fire at Greathouse Elementary school in St. Matthews. Lightning is believed to have been the cause.
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SIGNALING IN THE CENTER is Lt. Jack DeHart of the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department. At left is volunteer Paul Dillman.
Others of the fire department aim a stream of water against the blazing 31-year-old school on Grandview Avenue.
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A STREAM OF WATER from a high-pressure hose was poured onto the blazing school by fireman from this aerial ladder.
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Unknown date on Greathouse school fire:
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Rest of article missing.
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July 16-19, 1971: ONE MAN’S OPINION, WHAS Television and Radio
The subject is fire, and you: When does your community get so big that lives and property are threatened until government begins
paying to inject some fulltime professional help into the efforts of devoted, volunteer firefighters.
The time is now, for many of the citified communities outside of Louisville, Shively and Anchorage that still depend upon the volunteer smoke eater. Especially for St. Matthews and its adjacent areas, where two hospitals and more office buildings and apartment
complexes soon will make fire defense all the more an awesome job.
The urgent need for government beef-up of volunteer protection: that is the lesson that ought to pull everybody together, in the wake
of the July 9 school house fire in St. Matthews. And the call for action in this case points to St. Matthews City Hall and to Jefferson
County Fiscal Court.
This is no slap at the dedicated volunteer. True, at the tough, smoke-choking schoolhouse blaze, four experienced WHAS newsmen
reported confusion and leadership error among the St. Matthews firefighters. Nor did the newsmen make these judgments lightly.
Their station, WHAS, is closer than any other to the volunteer firefighters.
And understandably, St. Matthews Chief John Monohan and his exhausted men responded out of injured pride. On one score, for
example, the chief said he ordered no call for help from Louisville’s paid fire department because all accessible water hydrants already
were in overextended use. Moreover, much of the schoolhouse was saved.
But action, not debate is what’s called for. The 56 St. Matthews volunteers have under their wing the protection of 23 incorporated
cities, and some unincorporated areas besides. Fire insurance authorities say it’s inconceivable that, in situations like this and others
elsewhere in Jefferson County, there are not full-time, paid, fire inspectors to do fire-prevention work, and at least one full-time professional available to each volunteer department for drill training.
And while Joe Smith, head of the Kentucky Inspection Bureau, says he’d rather have a well-trained volunteer than a poorly trained
professional any time, it’s the training, and the 24-hour availability of manpower, that make insurance standards demand four volunteers on call, to equal one full-time firefighter.
For many years, Jefferson County government has given fire defense a low dollar priority because, thanks to the volunteers, the headaches have been taken care of for almost nothing. The part-time efforts of lawyer Richard Trautwein and a secretary are all that the
county now provides, by way of a fire protection program.
But now let a schoolhouse fire be a warning of how growth demands change. This means St. Matthews looking to installing better fire
preventive building practices. It means Fiscal Court finding the quarter-million or so dollars a year to provide a few inspectors, and a
full-time man in each volunteer department. It’s the least the volunteers deserve. Or do we need a disaster to awaken us? Bob Schulman, One’s Man Opinion
( TV & Radio commentary.)
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July 20, 1971, Board member Henry Monohan died:

Henry Apperious Monohan

Firefighter 1931 to 1941, Assistant Chief 1940 to 1941, Chief 1941, Director 1956 to 1971
August 21, 1914 to July 20, 1971

1914, August 21, Born on Wildwood Farm in St. Matthews, Kentucky. Youngest of 4 children.
Attended Holy Trinity grade school and St. Xavier High School.
Loved farming, and ran Wildwood Farm for many years.
1931, joined the STMFD as a firefighter and served until 1941.
1939, March 9, he became assistant chief of STMFD.
1940 to 1941, became Assistant Chief of STMFD.
1941, July 9, became Chief of the STMFD for a short period of time.
1941, August 5, Newspaper article: WANTED MEN! Henry Monohan, chief of the St. Matthews Volunteer
Fire Department has called a special meeting of the body for Tuesday night August 26, at 7:30 at the fire
house. At this meeting Chief Monohan would be glad to interview
men over 21 years of age who would like to become members of the
crew of firefighters. Men are needed now Mr. Monohan states, and
here is a real opportunity for young men to render a worthwhile service to their community.
1952, December, bought (with his brother, John) a 355 acre farm with 90
cattle.
1956, became a member of the STMFD Board of Directors, and served
until his death in 1971.
1960’s, was a partner in the McDanial Tractor Company, eventually
bought the whole company.
During this time he was also involved with other farm implement businesses.
108
1967, May 27, Married late in life to Marie Therese Lyons, who died
June 19, 1971. They had no children.
Lived at 521 Zorn avenue, Louisville, KY.
1971, July 20, Died at age 56 of a heart attack.
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Former STMFD firefighter Will Lausman.
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August 12, 1971, Board meeting:
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August 26, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian: Working fire at 319 Browns Lane, Church Steeple, McMahan,
responded.

Comment by Al Ring: If I recall with Sam
Wolfe’s help, we were training on a Tuesday
night when the alarm came in. The inside of
the main church was quite smokey. I think I
finally found the source up in the steeple and
had started in an exhaust fan. It was a lot of
smoke but not a lot of fire. There was a beam
across the crawl space up in the steeple and we
wanted a small guy to take a line up there.
Chief Monohan ask Sam Wolfe to get a line up
there and get to the seat of the fire. Little fire,
lots of smoke damage.
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August 26, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian: Working fire at 319 Browns Lane, Church Steeple, McMahan,
responded.
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Former Director, 1945 to 1948 for STMFD.
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STMFD did not respond on this, just shows what goes on.
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Present STMFD firefighter Jack DeHart.

October 5, 1971: The Beautification
League of Louisville and Jefferson County
awarded the department a Beautification
Award for the fire house landscaping.
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December 2, 1971, The Voice Jeffersonian:

Former STMFD firefighter VonAllmen.

STMFD did not respond to below.
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2 working fire Prince William & Williamsburg Ct.
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2 working fire Prince William & Williamsburg Ct.
Comments from Al Ring (2010)—I
was officer in charge of S5 (quint) and
we made a gasoline spill run on Shelbyville Road with S3 and Major
Zehnder. While there the tone hit for
the house fire on Prince William. S5
responded from there with Russ
Rakestraw driving and Sam Wolfe
and Ken Reising as the crew and myself as officer. It was obvious before
we got there we had a working fire
and sometime after getting their I
McMahan was called. As I recall
Russ pulled the Quint in the driveway
facing the left side of the house. I ordered a line to the front door and
started circling the house. I do not
remember much but I do remember
finding the fire in the back left side of
the rear of the house, I ventilated with
my helmet since we were very shorthanded. This was one hot fire, one of
the hottest I ever fought. Sam and
Ken advanced and quickly extinguished the fire in short order. Very fast knockdown. Our whole strategy was to hit it hard and fast before it got to the attack where it would run on us. It didn’t. To give you
an idea of how hot it was, the farthest bedroom on the right hand side of the house, looked like a machine
gun had gone off because the drywall mud had popped off the drywall nails. S3 and McMahan eventually
arrived. The second fire that night had nothing to do with the day time fire. I do not remember Mel
Zehnder going 10-7 first with working fire. I do not remember him on scene until after the knock-down
but Ken Reising is sure he was but he has know idea where he went or what he did. Let’s face it we were
just to damn busy.

The fire on Williamsburg Court took much longer because it was in the basement ceiling, very hard to
find, because of smoke. We also had to deal with Paul Dillman becoming sick from all the smoke, but we
found it and stopped it dead in its tracks. I was also in charge of this fire.
Notice water was not a problem with either fire because of location of hydrants.
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5721 Prince William

Working house fire by Sam Wolfe (2010)

We had already been dispatched for a gasoline spill at Swope Chrysler Plymouth on Shelbyville Road and had
been there for less than 5 minutes when the ‘tone’ went off again. Lt. Ring, Russ Rakestraw, Ken Reising and
myself were the crew on S-5. Major Zehnder was there with S-3. You could tell by the way the 2nd call was dispatched that there might be something to this one. Major Zehnder released us from the first call and told us to
respond to the house fire. I remember walking behind S-5 making sure we were clear as Russ backed us out.
Usually I would have been in the jump seat but I jumped on the left rear tailboard and pressed the button for the
buzzer up front twice. We were off to the reported house fire on Prince William.
It was just about lunch hour on a clear, crisp late autumn day. I believe sometime during the response that
County Alarm called us on the radio and announced ‘we have gotten several calls on this.’ The guys in the front
seat and Ken Reising in the jump seat knew then that we had a ‘worker.’ Riding on the tailboard all I heard was
the fast rise of the ‘Q’ siren that suddenly just seemed to stay there screaming. About the time we passed Winchester Road on Breckenridge Lane, I could smell the fire. I knew we had ‘a job.’ I reached down and pulled
my ¾ boots up.
As we pulled up I do not remember seeing much smoke from the house as I gave it a quick glance. It appeared
to be a standard ranch style home with the living quarters on one end and bedrooms on the other. Ken and I
were off the Quint and around to the side compartment where the Scott Packs were kept in no time. I have no
memory of donning the mask or even turning the bottle on. We did it so much in training that it was automatic.
Lt. Ring had walked the side and rear of the house and came back and told us to take an 1½ line to the front
door. At the time we fought a lot of house fires in St. Matthews with booster lines. I remember thinking that
there must be more to this fire than was showing from the front. Al saw from his size up that this one called for
more.
Ken and I knelt down by the front porch and plugged in the masks. I turned my Cairns helmet around so that the
Scott bottle would not knock it off. Something I did a lot with the damn thing. Ken was the senior man and took
the nozzle. (I was about to learn that it was not such a bad deal for me this time) I reached down and grabbed
some line and we humped in the front door of the house. This place was really tight. Smoke and heat was
banked down to about a foot or so off the floor. You could barely make out the legs of tables and chairs on the
first room to the left. We had just passed the dining room. Ken gave the heated overhead a quick burst and we
humped in a little bit further. Off to the right I could see the short legs and skirt of a sofa. Living room I noted. I
could just now start to feel some heat and I thought I saw a faint orange glow through the dark smoke over
Ken’s shoulder. We were moving straight ahead into the room of fire. I remember thinking that the heat wasn’t
that bad. The fire was about to change my mind.
I had crawled in right behind Ken fairly tight. He opened the nozzle and whipped it around in a fast circular motion. We were kicking it’s….. whoa !! now it was HOT !! I felt really hot all over and all at once. I can tell you
it is not possible for a man to get any lower on a floor. I remember feeling my skin around the seal of the face
mask and hoping it wasn’t burnt. Suddenly the room lightened up a bit and it was not nearly as hot. Lt. Ring had
taken out some more windows on the north side of the house. His timing was perfect (although I would not tell
him this for several years). He saved us from a pretty good beating inside. It was my first real lesson in ventilation. One that I never forgot. About this time Ken got up quickly, turned around and made it out the front door.
I followed him out. Realizing I could have the ‘knob’ now, I grabbed the line and went back in. Through the
smoky haze I could see that the kitchen was pretty much completely gone and a mass of charred black. I wet
down what was left of kitchen cabinets until my knees started to feel hot through the boots. I put down the hose
line to explore the floor. I discovered that I was kneeling in a mass of goo that had once been the inside of the
refrigerator. I reached down to pick up the nozzle and got an electrical shock. I touched it again and got the
same thing. I remember hollering out the door for someone to kill the electric. Out in the front I could hear the
2nd due engine pull up. Good timing. They can overhaul.
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5721 Prince William

Working house fire by Ken Reising (2010)

Prior to our dispatch to a house fire at 5721 Prince William Ct, we had been dispatched to a gasoline spill inside
to auto repair facility at Jim Booher Chevrolet on Shelbyville road. I drove S-3 with Lt. Dehart as officer and
one man on the tailboard. We had just arrived on the scene, and were awaiting instructions. I was anticipating
having to go into pump operations as we had a gasoline spill inside of a large wooden structure, when the tone
hit to dispatch us to a house fire on Prince William Ct.
As I recall, Assistant Chief Mel Zehnder, Lt. Ring, and Lt. Dehart had a quick meeting assigning Lt. Ring, Russ
Rakestraw as engineer, Sam Wolfe and myself to respond on S-5. I took the jump seat. Mel Zehnder went
ahead. I believe we were informed by county alarm of several calls received. As we were passing Our Lady of
Lourdes Church on Breckinridge Lane, Mel Zehnder went 10-7 at 5721 Prince William with a working fire.
When we arrived Sam Wolf and I Stretched a 1-1/2 inch line to the front door, and put on Scott Air Packs. In
looking at the house we had a one-story brick house with heavy black smoke coming from the eaves of the
structure. No fire was showing. I knew this was going to be a hot battle. I believe Russ stretched a section of 2
-1/2 inch supply line to a hydrant across the street. I remember Lt. Ring went around the back of the building, as
Sam and I screwed our pack mask hoses into the regulators and proceeded in the front door.
We went down the front hall with a living room on our right and a dining room on our left. I had the nozzle and
Sam was baking me up. When we got to the end of the hall I remember seeing the kitchen directly in front of
me with what appeared to be a family room behind the kitchen, with a counter separating the two rooms. I saw
smoke banked down about halfway to the floor and three spot fire in the kitchen. I opened the nozzle on a fog
pattern and rotated the spray upward in a counterclockwise motion. We were immediately engulfed in supperheated stream. I flowed water about 30 seconds a shut down the line. After shutting down the line I went out of
the house and Sam followed. I took of my pack and went back in the house. By this time S-1 and McMahan
were arriving on the scene and we proceeded to overhaul the fire. Thanks to Lt. Ring ventilating the family
room, a lot of the smoke and steam went out of the rear of the house. This was a textbook knockdown were we
stopped the damage from the fire where we found it when we arrived.
I was not available for the return run that evening.
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1971
December 23, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

Wife of former Board member.
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1971
Sample fire run reports 1971:
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Sample fire run reports 1971:
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Sample fire run reports 1971:

146

146
Section 4

1971
This photo was in 1971 or 1972 at a training fire at Brownsboro Road and Sunnyview Drive. Left to right:
Edwin (Bud) Morgan, Jack DeHart, Harry Babcock, Robbie Helm and Jim Graven. “Playing Around.”
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1971
Fire Statistics For 1971
Total number of fire runs:
Total working fires:
Total hours of fire fighting:
Total 1 1/2" hose used:
Total 2 1/2" hose used:
Back up City of Louisville:
Number of A. M. runs:
Number of P. M. runs:

202
9
70
6,850 feet
16,000 feet
1 time
46
156

Number of runs made by fire apparatus:
S1:
S2:
S3:
S4:
S5:

Types of fire runs:

109
21
71
121
35

House
Commercial
Automobile
Field & trash
Miscellaneous
Malicious false

66
29
49
27
22
9

Working fires:
1/6/1971
1/7/1971
1/7/1971
1/18/1971
2/10/1971
7/9/1971
7/18/1971
8/17/1971
12/15/1971
12/15/1971
12/17/1971

12:45 p.m.
1:57 a.m.
7:00 a.m.
8:56 a.m.
1:47 p.m.
5:31 p.m.
4:26 p.m.
8:17 p.m.
11:51 a.m.
late p.m.
5:15 p.m.

House, 302 Castleview Drive, Lyndon & McMahan assisted
House, 224 Travois Road
House, 224 Travois Road, (rekindle) Harrods Creek assisted
Doctors Office, 105 S. Hubbards Lane
Basement fire, Frishe’s Big Boy Restaurant, 4800 Shelbyville Road
Greathouse School, 3930 Grandview Avenue, McMahan assisted at scene
House, 2502 Woodside Road, Harrods Creek assisted
Church Steeple, 319 Browns Lane, McMahan assisted
House, 5721 Prince William St., kitchen fire, McMahan assisted
House, 5721 Prince William St. bedroom fire
House, basement fire, 107 Williamsburg Court
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1971
Officers

Board Of Directors
H. K. Babcock, end July 1971
Fred C. Boss
John C. Emrich
Philip Grauman
George E. Miller
Henry A. Monohan, died in office July 20, 1971
John M. Monohan Jr.
James “JP” Terry
Robert C. “Bob” Walling, start July 1971
William Leland Wilson

1971

Chief John M. Monohan Jr.
Assistant Chief Al Haeberlin
Assistant Chief Melchior R. “Melch” Zehnder
Captain Harry K. Babcock
Captain Robert C. “Bob” Walling
Lieutenant Jack DeHart
Lieutenant William E.“Bill” Dieckman
Lieutenant Jim L. Jackson
Lieutenant Douglas L. “Doug” Monohan
Lieutenant Al Ring

Firefighters
A. E. Andriot, Jr.
A. E. “Bill” Andriot, III
H. K. “Squire” Babcock
Gerald “Jerry” Beckman
Wiley A. Brewer
Dennis L. Bryant
Herb L. Chreste
William Brad Clarke Jr.
Charile T. Davis
Mike P. Davis
David C. Dick
Paul G. Dillman
Denny Engnehl
Clarke E. Fenimore
A. Paul Fish Jr.
Ed Foley
Walt Frank
B. J. “Skip” Golden, Jr.
Tim D. Golden
Jim Graven
Ralph S. Haeberlin
Rob N. Helm
Richard F. Herdt
Roger S. Herdt
Gordon Hinton
Bernie J. Karem
Chris E. Kinberger, Sr.
Dennis C. Lange, end in April
Ross H. “Pat” Maloney
Tom L. Martin

Clinton S. McAfee
Charles “Fred” McBride
Jim J. McGrath
Robert E. “Bob” McGrath
R. “Pat” McNally
Bill Mercke
W. “Tommy” Miller
Edwin W. “Bud” Morgan, Jr.
John L. Noon
Kyle L. Reagan
Ken C. Reising, Jr.
Russell “Russ” M. Rakestraw
Philip “Leakey” Schneider
Gerald P. Schreck
Richard Harvey Schultze
Allan R. Scott
Dale P. Seebold
Michael C. Sherman
George L. Soules, Jr.
Kenneth “Ken” L. Strange
Richard E. Tackett
Sam A. Wolfe
Robert L. “Bob” Zaepfel
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