St. Matthews Fire Protection District
Honor Roll — O to S
This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper articles, pictures, etc. of
the St. Matthews Fire Protection District. They have been collected and arranged in chronological order.
These items were collected, organized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring with the help of
the St. Matthews Fire Department Alumni Association, Inc. The Association’s members are Rick Albers, A.
E. “Bill” Andriot, III, E. Gar Davis, Clarke Fenimore, Jack Monohan, Mike Noon, Russ Rakestraw and Al
Ring.
The purpose of this “collection” was to create the background and research for the book St. Matthews Firefighters, 84 Years of Firefighting in St. Matthews, Kentucky, written by and published by Al Ring in 2004.
The collection is continuing today, so if you should have old or new information on the St. Matthews Fire Department, please contact Al Ring.
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should remember
that many came from copies of old newspaper articles. This also applies to other items such as documents,
letters, etc. Credit to the source of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available. We realize that many items are not identified and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information. As far as
the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible
sources. The Courier-Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.
Please use this information as a reference tool only. If the reader uses any of the information for any purpose
other than a reference tool, they must get permission from the source.
The Association would like to thank the St. Matthews Fire Protection District and various newspapers including The Courier-Journal, The Louisville Times, and The Voice-Tribune. Our appreciation is also extended to
the various citizens and firefighters who contributed to the gathering of this information.

Explanation
First let me apologize for any people that may have been left off the list or any
inaccuracies you may find in the information provided. Every effort was
made to get good accurate information.
Second, if you have corrections, or if you have information/pictures etc. on
people that would help make these sections better please contact me, Al Ring
520-529-0910, Tucson, AZ or ringal@comcast.net.
Information in BLUE means the person has passed on.
During the 1980’s, 1990’s and later, many people “signed up” and took some
training, but never completed the course and became an official member.
This has really complicated the list and I am sure mistakes have been made.
In the full list of members, at the bottom, I have listed many names of who we
think some of these people are. Again anyone with more information to help
clarify this would be appreciated.
We also have tried to make rosters of every year of the department, but again
we have done the best we can with the information we have, realizing that
they will never be 100%. With almost 700 people involved since 1919 it is just
plain impossible to have everyone and the right dates.
Let me thank everyone who helped on this project which is in the hundreds
but Jack Monohan must get a special thanks along with Rick Albers, Jordan
Davis, John Kaster, Kent Monohan, John Volkerding and Joe Wolfe.

David “Eric” O’Brien
Firefighter August 2007 to Present (2010)

David O'Brien was born in Louisville January 7, 1982. He is married with one child. He started in the fire
service with Jeffersontown Fire Department and joined STMFD in the fall of 2007 and currently still is
(2010). He is a member of the Buechel Fire Department.

Walter P. “Wally” Ochs
Firefighter 1978 to 1986, Sergeant

Walter came on with Charles McCune, Bill Seng, John Volkerding and that bunch, in 1978. I trained all of
them in recruit class (Rick Albers). Walter was on for 8 years and was a Sergeant. He drove the first out
pumper quite a bit. He graduated from Waggener with Seng, Volkerding, Charles McCune, etc. He and
Charles both rented rooms from me when I lived on Hubbards Lane. He married a read headed chick named
Lori and I remember when they were dating and Walter borrowed one of the many Jeeps I bought over the
years. It was an all original military jeep M38A1. They were riding around in it and got t-boned out on Westport Road. Luckily they both got only a few scratches but my Jeep was totaled. Walter worked for Scheu &
Kniss, a metal fabricating place in Louisville, for 27 years and left there about 2 years ago I think (2010).
He’s been at all of the reunions.
3/30/2015—

Walter P. “Wally” Ochs
3/30/2015—

W. Jesse Ogden, John Henry Ogden
Director 1938 to 1945
July 28, 1884 to April 6, 1945
Born in Jeffersontown, Kentucky in July 28,1884. He married Marie Buschemeyer and took over the
Bushemier and Ogden Pharmacy in 1925 and ran it until his death in 1945. He served on the Board from
1939 until his death in 1945 at age 61. He also ran our alarm system for many years and gave us the land for
the fire house at 109 Breckinridge Lane. He also let the Board use his place of business for meetings for
many years.
FROM: St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass, by Samuel W. Thomas: “After Clem Manemann moved
into Louisville in the mid –1920s, Buschemeyer-Ogden took over. W. Jesse Ogden , who would become active in the local fire department and St. Matthews National Bank, had married Marie Buschemeyer. After his
death in 1945 at the are of 61, the corner house the Whitehead Drug store and then the Ashbury-Burman Drug
Company.

ST. MATTHEWS

Don C. Leahy, English 101-B, Miss Lyons, May 1938

There is much more to the Volunteer Fire Association than just Neichter. Remember
what was said for Neichter with regards to pay goes for the rest of the individuals connected with the Volunteers. The following will give you some idea about how this
association functions: Should you live in St. Matthews and your house catch fire,
you’d phone the Buschemeyer-Ogden Drug Store in St. Matthews. Your call might be
answered by John Henry Ogden (Son of Jesse, May 18, 1913 to June 12, 1983). He
would quickly close a switch which would start the fire siren (on top of Eline’s Garage) sounding. This serves to arouse the volunteer firemen. Neichter is most generally first to the garage, should it happen that he wouldn’t be, he follows in his own car
which he drives as fast, as fool-hardily, as insanely, other say, as he fight fires. I rather think that he is an expert chauffeur and an expert firefighter.

Courtesy St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass, 1999, by
Samuel W. Thomas. Ogden Drug Store

W. Jesse Ogden, John Henry Ogden, Director 1939 to 1945
July 28, 1884 to April 6, 1945
September 9, 1938: St. Matthew Sun: Letters to editors from two editions, do not have dates. The Fire Engine Czar. Editor
St. Matthews Sun: During the week of August 22 two representatives of the St. Matthews fire department came to my home soliciting a contribution for the organization. I told them that I was in accord with the cause and though lacking cash would give an
amount of corn sufficient to cover their suggested donation.
The representatives thanked me and wrote down the amount of corn which I agreed to give and assured me they accepted all donations and would return at the appointed time for the corn. I further told them (regarding which they will bear me out) that if I could
help in any other way to call on me and I would be glad to do so.
On the afternoon of August 30, I had need of this fire department. My Ford V-8 truck and my hay press caught fire while hauling at
Lyndon on Mr. Berie’s place. The alarm was phoned in to St. Matthews immediately, but Fire Engine “Czar” Ogden, in whose
hands rests the power of “life and death” over the reins of the apparatus, chose not to dispatch it. I am one Ford V-8 truck poorer
today than last week when I donated to the department.
Fire Engine “Czar” Ogden’s excuse to me was that I had offered to donate corn and that the engine didn’t “run on corn.” (Has anyone ever seen one run with money in the tank?) “Czar” Ogden had a whole week to notify me that he had overridden the acceptance
of my donation. But, he did not chose to notify me. Instead, he let me find it out when an emergency arose by decreeing that the
apparatus should not go to the fire.
Do you fellow citizens know whether your donation was accepted? If you are not sure I would suggest that you interview “Czar”
Ogden perhaps for some other reason you, too, are destined to learn too late that the “Czar” has scratched off your name.
Our fire department is a good organization and deserves everyone’s support. The corn I donated to it they shall still have and with it
my goodwill. But I move that the authority to dispatch the apparatus and to decide upon the acceptable or non-acceptable nature of
donation be placed in more competent hands than
those of the present Fire Engine “Czar” – Mr. Ogden. Bob Cheatham.
September 14, 1938: Board meeting—Edited:
September 16, 1938: Editor Sun: The directors
of the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Association
wish to correct the impression given by a letter
published in the Sun last week.
Mr. Ogden sends out the fire engine only according
to directions given by the Board of Directors of the
Fire Association. These directions are as follows:
Calls from outside of St. Matthews are to be made
only to those who are current contributors to the
Fire Association.
These rules were laid down after we found that
over 75% of our fire runs were being made to people who never had contributed to the Fire Association either before or after having fires. Signed—James E. Winter, President, Jos B. Zehnder, Vice President, Fred C. Boss, Treasurer, Thomas L. Dobson, Secretary.
September 16, 1938: Editor Sun: In the last issue of your good paper you printed a letter which we feel had you but known both
sides of the story, the letter in question would never have been printed.
While we as an organization do not wish to enter into controversy with Mr. Bob Cheatham, at the same time we feel that a gross
injustice has been done a most outstanding citizen of St. Matthews, namely, W. J. (Doc) Ogden. One of the principles of the American Legion is the carrying out of community service, and we feel that we have been rather successful in this undertaking in our own
community; however, this could not be done without the hearty co-operation of some of the people of St. Matthews, in this connection (you know by this time that I am referring to Mr. Cheatham’s letter regarding the Fire Association) we want you, and your readers, to know that for fourteen years Mr. Ogden has taken calls for the Fire Association; this without any compensation in any form,
and in many cases, without even a “thank you.” He has donated liberally each year to the Fire Association and in addition, the land
in which the garage of the department stands, was donated to them by this same Mr. Ogden.
Mr. Ogden, in handling this job has specific instruction just like anyone else, and he has never before been accused of being derelict
in his duty. While Mr. Cheatham may have felt aggrieved, at the same time Mr. Ogden was instructed not to send the apparatus to
Lyndon for non-subscribers in which class Mr. Cheatham belonged at the time of the fire about which he wrote. True, he may have
promised a annuity of corn in the place of money to the Association. This would have been very acceptable as he was advised;
however, a promise to the insurance company does not cover one in case of fire before the promise has been fulfilled.
We know where of we speak, as several of our members have held office at one time or another in the Fire Association of St. Matthews. In fact, one of our Past Commanders is now President of the Association. We should like for you to publish the letter in the
next issue of the St. Matthews Sun and also The Jeffersonian; however, if you do not care to do that, please at least, clear Mr. Ogden’s name of this stigma through your columns, for which we thank you in advance.
Yours very truly, Zachary Taylor Post 180, Walter E. Lawrence, Commander.

Kenneth W. Ogden,
Trustee 1984 to 1987
Ken was born in 1918 in Louisville, Kentucky, in 1918. He had a career with Ford Motor Company in Detroit
returning to Louisville at retirement. He was married and they had no children. Ken was elected as a property
owner from the city of Rolling Fields when STMFD formed a District in 1984. He lived at 516 Country Lane.
As of July 2010 he was in a retirement home in Louisville and his wife is deceased. He is a nephew of Jesse
Ogden who was also on the STMFD board and remembers the old fire house on Breckenridge Lane behind
the drug store.

John Olliges
Firefighter August 4, 1958 to 1961
John J. Olliges, Jr. was born in Louisville, KY on March 6, 1930 to John J. Olliges, Sr. and Anna
Beck Olliges. His father was a barber in Germantown - at Schiller and KY Streets.
John attended and graduated from St. Therese Catholic Grade School in 1944 and from St. Xavier
High School in 1948.
He was drafted into the Army in June 1951 and took basic training at Camp Gordon, GA. On a fourteen day leave before reporting to Camp Picket, VA he came home to be married. On November 3,
1951 he married Jo Ann Dattilo in St. Elizabeth's Catholic Church.
John was then sent overseas to Germany. He was a Corporal in the Corp of Engineers and was in
Germany until May 1953. While there he was able to visit both of his Grandfathers. His first child,
Sandra Marie was born while he was stationed in Germany.
Upon his return he went back to his old job at L and N Railroad. After leaving L and N he worked
in a Paint and Body Shop, Garages and Service Stations. In 1958 he opened his own Service Station and Garage in St. Matthews - St. Matthews Service Center. (Across from the old Bacon's Store
on Shelbyville Road)
John joined the St. Matthews Fire Department about 1958. His wife, Jo Ann died in July 1960
(after giving birth to their sixth child, Julianna) and at the same time he lost the lease on his Service Station and Garage. John and his family went to live with his parents on St. Catherine Street.
John and his family then rejoined St. Therese's Church and his children attended school there.
In January 1962 John went to work in the Service Department of Hettinger and Shuck Heating and Air Conditioning Company
where he stayed until 1984. He then opened his own Heating and Air Conditioning Company - retiring in 2002.
While John and his children were living with his parents, he met and married Carol Schwoeppe on January 19, 1963 in St. Elizabeth's Catholic Church. They moved to 1063 E. St. Catherine Street where they lived for 22 years.
In 1967 their eight year old son Billy died of Acute Lymphatic Leukemia.
In September 1985 they purchased a home in Woodlawn Park where they now reside.
Over the years John and Carol and their family have been active in St. Therese Church and also the German-Paristown Neighborhood Association. For years they worked at many booths for the church picnic. John was co-chairman of the picnic for several years.
For over 20 years he has been involved in wiring all the outside booths for the picnics. He volunteered his services to maintain the
furnaces and air conditioners of the church, gym, cafeteria and rectory.
Their hobbies include camping and fishing. John also enjoys hunting.
In 1990 their 24 year old son, Dan was killed when a woman crossed the median on 1-71 and hit Dan's car head-on.
Their 46 year old daughter, Nancy Olliges Rapson died of a rare form of lung cancer on Feb. 17, 2003 and since Dan's death they
have been member of the Compassionate Friends Group.
Their children: Sandra Marie Olliges 11/7/1952, Joan Lenahan, 6/27/1954, Nancy Rapson, 2/27/1956, John Edwin Olliges,
2/17/1957, Billy Olliges, 5/16/1959, Julianna Olliges, 7/11/1960, Susan Botner, 12/2/1963, Dan Olliges, 6/3/1966.
They have fourteen grandchildren and three great granddaughters.
Shortly after moving to his parents' home, John was in St. Matthews with his young son, John when the fire alarm went off He
traveled to the scene and told his son to stay with the fireman at the engine while he went in to fight the fire. However the fireman,
George Haeberlin told John to stay with his son and the engine and he'd go in.
Shortly after joining the St. Matthews Fire Department, Jo Ann called John at work to tell him that there was a goat on their
roof. He came home from work and then called a friend with the fire department to find out about borrowing a ladder. His
friend laughed and said John, “you have just been initiated into the fire department!"
His friend helped him get the goat down from the roof and helped him to deliver it to another fireman who was not at home.
The fire that concerned John the most was when Terry's Texaco Station on Lexington Road burned. The employees were working
on a gas tank inside of the building up on a rack when the fire started. When the firemen arrived the whole station was ablaze. It was
for them to be standing on the drive atop thousands of gallons of gasoline in the underground tanks. But they had a job to do and
they did it!

James “Jim” L. O’Neal
Firefighter 1951 to 1953
1928 to August 16, 2010
Jim served on STMFD from 1951 to 1953. He was listed in our old registration book living at 218 S. Bailey,
with phone home TA-6889 and business BE-4251. He probably worked at one of the car agencies when on
the department. He eventually moved to Sellersburg, Indiana and owns and did operate Jim O’Neal Ford.

Melvin M. O’Neal
1930 Newspaper Boy who aided STMFD
May 15, 1917 to July 1985
May 7, 1943, The Jeffersonian:

Melvin
was one of the Station 17 newspaper boys who helped the STMFD fight fires when they were available.
Though they were not official members they provided a valuable service. We believe Melvin lived on Macon
Avenue with his parents Thomas and Julia O’Neal and sister Julia. We think he was in the military and had 1
year of college and may have been an insurance salesman.

Deirdre “Dee Dee” M. O’Neill
Firefighter 1983

Dee Dee was born in 1957 in Louisville, Kentucky, She graduated from Waggener High School, then University of Louisville and Spaulding. Along with her volunteering at STMFD she became a Mobil Nurse and has
traveled with her career extensively. She now lives in the St. Matthews Area.

Jonathan C. “Jon” Osler
Firefighter 1989-1990
Jon is employed by ViaSat, Inc in Norcross, GA (2009), was on STMFD for a very short period of time.

John R. “Jack” O’Toole, Jr.
Firefighter 11/28/ 1973 to 4/19/1976, —1/11/1983 to 7/15/1984, Sergeant

Jack was born in Louisville KY in 1950. He attended Our Lady of Lourdes and Trinity High. Jack had a rather intense interest in
wires and electronics as a child which led him to get his Amateur Radio license when he was still in grade school. The electronics
knowledge would later pay off during his time in the US Army by keeping him out of the Vietnam conflict and afterwards helped
him get his first post-military job with Texas Instruments. Beginning in September 1969 Jack enrolled at IUS in Jeffersonville IN
and the next year at IUPUI in Indianapolis IN. In January 1971 Jack lost his draft deferment, his military draft number was 53, and
there was no question he would be drafted and sent into battle. Jack instead enlisted for 3 years in the US Army and spent over a
year in electronics school followed by almost two years at a communications facility in Korea. When Jack returned from active duty
he completed his education at the University of Louisville’s night school. During this time Jack pursued another dream, that of joining the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department, a dream that began after seeing the Terry’s Texaco fire when he was very young.
Years later Jack recalls approaching the firehouse in November 1973 on a Tuesday training night and being greeted by Rick Albers,
who coaxed him into the building with his stand up comedy demeanor. Jack soon discovered how many people he already knew on
the department. That night launched several exciting years with the volunteer fire service. Jack recalls with some trepidation his first
fire run. Jack was not off probation yet and had no assigned gear but was at the fire house when St. Matthews was knocked out on a
gas spill next to Bacons, near the old fire house. The only officer to respond ordered Jack to put on some gear, anyone’s gear and to
get on the truck. Jack hesitated thinking ‘what if the owner of this gear shows up?’ but quickly followed orders. As many will recall, the ‘day crew’ was usually around 5 firefighters and on that day Jack recalls everyone was needed. The small gas spill turned
out to be hundreds of gallons of fuel covering a large area. The tanker driver had begun to fill the underground tanks and went to
lunch. In those days, the protocol was for the firefighters to wash the fuel down the storm sewer, something they would not even
consider in this day and age. While Jack attended University of Louisville at night he became a regular responder during the day.
Jack has fond memories of being a part of the day crew since everyone had to wear many hats in order to complete the tasks at hand.
Jack resigned from the department in April 1976 and joined once again in January 1983. He resigned for good in July 1984 since he
now lived outside of the fire district.
In August 1984, Jack married Lucy and moved to Westport, KY. He joined both the Westport and North Oldham Fire Departments,
but since he lived so far from North Oldham Station 1 it became a standing joke that Jack had arrived in time for overhaul. He was
also assigned to stop at Station 2 and to contact the OIC to see if they needed the old 1951 Ford water tanker, but it rarely started. In
1985 Jack and Lucy moved to the Dallas TX area when Jack was offered an opportunity toth join a firm started by the founders of
Voice Mail. In 1987 Jack divorced Lucy and later married Cathy. They celebrated their 25 anniversary in 2012. Since 1991 Jack
has worked for Fidelity Investments in Westlake TX. He is currently a Principal Technology Risk Analyst. Jack hopes to retire in
2015. Jack and Cathy have no children, although they have several rescued dogs and cats.
Jack has not given up completely on his volunteer activities. Although he has lived in the jurisdiction of paid Fire Departments since
moving to TX, he volunteers with the Denton County Amateur Radio Association, a group that directly supports the Denton County
EOC and the Denton County Fire Marshall. The group provides radio communication in support of emergency service around the
county. Club members have been known to deploy for Amber Alert searches, area storms, fire/police department radio outages and
occasionally to major disasters such as the hurricane events that hit the southern coast of TX. During non-emergency times, the organization provides radio communications for charity events such as the Tour-de-Cure bike ride, the Sam’s 150, and other public
service events. Jack indicates these events serve as training for real emergencies by keeping operational skills in check and giving
the organization a chance to insure all of its equipment is operational. Across the country, during major disasters, conventional cell
phone service, public service trunking systems, and data communication lines almost always fail. Amateur Radio operators have
time after time stepped in with their privately purchased radios, generators and battery backup systems, and closed the gap to insure
emergency traffic is passed in a timely manner.

July 8, 1971, The Voice-Tribune:

Patrick M. “Jesse” Owens
Firefighter May 14, 1974 to 1981, Sergeant

Jesse is a graduate from Waggener High School, 1969, served on STMFD from 1974 to 1981. He moved to
South Carolina in the Lexington and Columbia area. He was a Delinquent Account Manager and recently has
served as a bar tender.

April 29, 1971, The
Voice-Jeffersonian:

William T. “Bill” Owens, Jr.
Firefighter September 8, 1964 to May 29, 1967

We haven’t been able to find “Bill.” He lived at 3917 Kinnison Avenue and we know he was injured at the
July 15, 1965 Ballerina fire.

Adam Pansiak
Firefighter October 2002 to 2004, 2008 to Present (2010)

I was born on July 19, 1981 in Woodstock, IL. I am married to a wonderful woman named Anna. We were
married on June 10, 2006 in Louisville. I have lived in Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, and Kentucky. My career
as a volunteer firefighter began in the summer of 1999 at a small department called Shopville-Stab Volunteer
Fire Department (About 20 minutes east of Somerset, KY). My interest in firefighting came about because of
a couple of friend's who were firefighters. I also became a member of the local Hazardous Materials Team for
a brief time before I moved to Louisville in 2002. I moved to Louisville to go to college and pursue a degree
in Christian Missions. In October of 2002 I joined St. Matthews Fire Department as a volunteer. I took a
leave of absence from the department between 2005 and 2008 to serve as a Reserve Deputy Sheriff on the Jefferson County Sheriff's Office. In March of 2008 I applied to a Federal Law Enforcement Agency with the
goal to move into a more fitting position after working for a few years. In May of 2008 I received my Associate of Arts degree from Boyce College in Louisville. My goal of becoming a federal law enforcement officer
was starting to come true shortly thereafter. A couple of months later my wife and I found we were expecting
our first child. I was still determined to take the job. I was offered the job in October and left for training in
November. I thought that this was a great decision for my family, but a few short weeks later I realized that I
needed to be home with my wife and son who was to be born soon. The job entailed alot more than I could
put my family through at this time. After my son's birth I began taking online classes through American Military University to pursue a Bachelor's in Security Management: Information Security. During my time in
Louisville I have worked as a campus security officer, dispatcher, special police officer, and a Coordinator of
Security and Key/Access Control. My current career is working as a fire and security service technician. I
have really enjoyed working in this career field because I know that the things I am working on can help to
save someone's life and/or lessen property damage.
I love serving as a volunteer firefighter when time allows. My passion is to help people in their time of
need. In addition to serving as a firefighter I also enjoy serving in my church as a a lead sound technician.

Anessa Parson
Firefighter 1999 to 2000

Frederick “Matt” Partin
Firefighter 1989 to 1991

We know very little about
Matt. He served STMFD
from 1989 to 1991 and last we heard was working at the Whole Foods Marked on Shelbyville Road across
from the Mall.

Paula Patterson
Secretary 1984 to 1985 (part time)
Haven’t been able to find anything on Paula. We know form Board minutes show was hired in April of 12984
as a part time secretary.

R. C. Pennington
Firefighter 1940 to 1943
We have found very little on R. C. Pennington. We think it may be Roy C. At Ancestry we found a Roy C.
born about 1918 born in Jefferson County Kentucky. Father may have been Roy H. and mother Carie W. In
1930 they lived in Russell, Greenup, Kentucky. Roy may have enlisted in the army October 21, 1942 at Fort
Hayes Columbus Ohio, reserves. It listed him as married, civil occupation clerks, general office with 4 years
of high school. The 1939 Caron’s directory list a Roy C. Pennington as a student living at Green Tree Manor.

W. C. Piarrich (Pianich)
Firefighter
Have nothing except old registration book listed, very hard to see—Wendover & Willis, Ta-9860

Mrs. Mary Edinger Pierce
Commissioned Agent, 1932
Mary Edinger was the sister of Carrye Edinger who married James Hubbard Rudy who was on the STMFD
board at this time. She lived on Breckenridge Lane and married Robert Taylor Pierce. She helped collect
money for the department and was very passionate about it. If you didn’t want to pay she just might get upset.

Lawrence C. Pilcher, Jr.
Firefighter August 28, 1973 to October 9, 1973

Larry served with the Navy as an FMF Combat Corpsman in Vietnam in 1969...after being wounded the third time, was flown
home. (He received three purple hearts along with his other medals during his military career.) Later on he was a commissioned
officer with the Kentucky National Guard...and commissioned out as Captain.
His other careers included being a volunteer firefighter with your department, along with being a K-9 police officer and trainer, an
EMS paramedic and trainer, as well as an emergency room trauma nurse for about 20 years. Some of these jobs he did at the same
time.
He was the Director of a program that helped reintegrate ex-felons back into society for a few years before assuming our current job
as apartment managers for seven buildings in Louisville. We hope to retire back to the country in summer of 2010.
Larry and I married in October 2006 ... I moved here from my home in Canada to be with him so that we can grow old together.

February 22, 1968,
The Voice-Jeffersonian

Travis Pitchford
Firefighter 1994 to 1995

Travis is a 1993 Graduate of Ballard High school. And a 1998 graduate of the University of Louisville. He
was with Chevron Global Lubricants in Customer Service fro 2002 to 2006 and is with Brown-Forman in International Customer Service since 2006. He is married to Jennifer. He served with STMFD from 1994 to
1995.

Phillip Shelby Pogue
Firefighter 1989 to 1996

We know that Shelby graduated from St. X and Bellarmine University and served with STMFD from about
1990 to 1996. He presently is the Sales and Marketing Director at MPC Promotions LLC, in Louisville, Kentucky.
August 22, 1968, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

James Ellis Powers
Director 1941 to 1942
May 26, 1895 to July 14, 1971

Born in Crestwood, Oldham County May 26, 1895. He was a bookkeeper for American Tobacco company
and the he was in the oil business for 30 years with the Continental Oil Company. He served on the Board of
Directors of STMFD from 1941 to 1942. He died in July 14, 1971.

Russell M. “Russ” Rakestraw
Firefighter October 17, 1968 to 1972, Lieutenant 1972 to 1973, Captain 1974 to 1977,
Major 1977 to 1978

Russ being born in St. Matthews attending Waggener High, became interested in the St. Matthews Fire Department at age 15 hearing the firehouse siren. Upon returning from Viet Nam he fulfilled a dream of many
years and joined the department in 1968. Upon joining STMFD his interest quickly deepened into a passion
for all things fire service related. The lessons learned in his first years of experience provided a solid foundation for a fire service career that has lasted over thirty years. Russ quickly saw the value of organized training
and training became the hallmark of his career and he went on to become nationally known as a trainer and
author in the subject areas of fire service operations and leadership. He served as firefighter, apparatus operator, company officer and division officer.
After 10 years he moved on to Lyndon Fire Department where he was a member for one year. In 1979 he was
hired as Training Officer in the Bowling Green, KY Fire department, and 19 months later was appointed Fire
Chief in the City of Petersburg VA. Russ finished out his career in Virginia retiring in 1997 as Battalion
Chief from the Prince William County, VA Department of Fire and Rescue. While there serving on many
state and national committees. In 2000 after spending some time in Chicago as area safety manager for a
transportation company moved back to Louisville and served as Deputy Director for Administration for the
Jefferson County Health Department and Director of Safety and security for TARC. In June of 2008 he became Chief of the Lyndon Fire District in Louisville, Kentucky.

Charles Ray
Firefighter 1981
We show Charles Ray as being a member of STMFD in 1981 and have no additional information on him.

Debbie S. Ray
Firefighter 1996 to 2001

We have very little information on Debbie. We know she served on STMFD from 1996 to 2001 and was
good friends with Le-Ann Waterfill also a member.

Kyle L. Reagan
Firefighter July 17, 1966 to October 1, 1972

Born, November 16, 1944, Louisville, KY. Raised in Somerset, KY.
B.S. degree in Accounting and Business Administration, Eastern KY State College. Certified Public Accountant.
B.S. degree in Fire Prevention and Control, Eastern KY University.
Rank 1 Teaching Certificate from the KY Department of Education (Masters Degree plus 30 semester hours).
Volunteer Firefighter, Somerset Fire Department (a combination paid/volunteer dept.).
Volunteer Firefighter, Richmond Fire Department, 1962 (also a combination dept.).
Paid Firefighter, Richmond Fire Department 1963-66. Worked irregular hours filling vacant paid positions
while attending college (typically 72 hours per week @ 65 cents per hour).
St. Matthews Fire Department, July 1966 to October 1972.
Taught at the State Fire School in Lexington each June from 1969 to 2000.
Secretary of Firefighters, Incorporated (the Jefferson County fire association) 1971.
First Vice President of Firefighters, Incorporated in 1972 until I moved from the area.
State Fire Training Coordinator July 1972 to July 2000. Became one of the original seven Coordinators when
the State Fire Training Program was established in 1972. Responsible for all State Fire Training for 100+ fire
departments in an area from southwest of Carrollton to about 3/4 of the way from Covington to Ashland, and
extending south to about 20 miles north of Lexington. My office was located in Covington. Assumed responsibility for E.M.T. training in the area in 1977. Supervised 50+ part time Fire and E.M.T. instructors. The program was originally operated by the State Department of Education, and later by the Kentucky Community
and Technical College System.
Taught part time at Northern KY University in the Associate Degree fire program.
Taught part time (off campus) in the Eastern KY University Bachelor Degree fire program.
Speaker at the Fire Department Instructors Conference, and in charge of some demonstrations there.
Part time sales representative for most of Kentucky for Seagrave Fire Apparatus, 1974-78.
Author of the 500+ page book “Purchasing Fire Department Pumpers” (1980), and the booklet “Command
Decisions and Company Operations.” (1972).
Retired from the State Fire/Rescue Training Coordinator position in 2000, but still write “Fire Truths” and
“Problems” about multiple alarm fires in mythical fire departments, and do a little consulting work and create
tests for promotional exams.
Won 43 state pistol shooting championships (various states) in the 1970s and 80s and finished 13 th in the International Handgun Metallic Silhouette Association their International Big Bore Revolver Championship
(1982). Won the southeastern U.S. 22 caliber revolver championship (1982).
Married to Linda, currently residing at 6595 Legacy Lane, Ellettsville, IN 47429, which is near Bloomington
where she grew up and where her children and grandchildren live.

Tom Helm Redman
Firefighter (Unknown)
We can find nothing on Tom. However he was in our old registration book so he “MAY” have been a member for a short period of time. He lived at M04 Green Tree Manor, and his phone was TA-1881 and TA-1160.

A. W. Redmon
1930 Newspaper Station manager who aided STMFD

A. W. was manager of the Station 17 newspaper next to the Breckenridge Lane fire house of STMFD. They
helped fight fires when they were available. Though they were not official members they provided a valuable
service. In the 1936 Caron’s Directory we find him living at 4210 Fairmont Avenue in Louisville, Kentucky.
WE believe he worked for The Courier Journal/Louisville Times as the Station 17 manager at the time.

John S. Redmon
Firefighter August 17, 1973 to 1976

We have little on John. He served 2 to 3 years on STMFD from 1973 to 1976. He spent 20 years with the
Louisville Fire Department and retired as a Captain. We believe he lives on a farm in Corydon Indiana.
Courtesy Facebook—

Chester Raymond Reed
Firefighter 1996 to 2002, Chaplin, Marshal
1945 to January 25, 2006

David Reed
Firefighter 1978 to 1980
We have very little on David. He served on STMFD from 1978 to 1980. Rick Albers him on big barn fire in
Middletown I the late 1970s. David was at the tip, Keith McBride, John Fekete and Charles McCune was on
the line. Rick was the officer pushing them close to the barn.

Dwayne A. Reed
Firefighter 1977 to 1989, Sergeant, Captain

Joined STMFD in 1977 as a cadet (17, YOA)
Graduated Waggener High in 1978, several semesters at Jefferson Community College while on the FD. Continued as a volunteer until 1982 when I was hired as a paid firefighter. October 1982 to October 1989 served
as a full time paid firefighter and resigned in good standing with the rank of Captain. October 1989 Joined the
former Louisville Police Department. In 2003 the City and County Police merged to form the Louisville Metro Police and I continue to serve today holding the rank of Sergeant. I have always served in patrol or street
level Operations. Mostly in the City’s West end. I have also had assignments for two years or more in the
Traffic Unit, Street Crimes Unit, and Gang Unit. I have served as an Area Sector Commander and I am currently assigned as a patrol/platoon supervisor. I have been married for 17 years to my wonderful wife Paula.
We enjoy vacationing and raising our Grandson Taylor, who we have custody of.
I have never lost appreciation for my service with the FD. From my first day riding solo as a police Officer I
have kept a scanner in my vehicle to monitor City and County Fire channels. I had been on the Police Dept.
for about three years and I was assigned to work 12 am to 8 am in Old Louisville. One night while on patrol I
began to smell that distinct odor of deep burning wood. As I began to search the area my scanner popped and I
heard the dispatch for a house fire in the 1100 Block of South 3rd St. I was only half a block away. I pulled in
to the rear alley and observed heavy flames coming from the top floor windows of a three story apartment
house. The house was one that had been cut up into numerous separate apartments and there was a wooden
stairway leading up the back of the building to an entrance and landing. I went up the stairs and upon reaching
the door way was met by a male exiting. I asked if he lived in the apartment on fire and he said no, but that the
apartment door was ajar and he thought he saw someone laying on the floor. I instructed him to go to the
apartment with me and after some verbal persuasion he complied. Looking in the apartment door I could see
the smoke was starting to bank down to the floor and a person down about 20 feet inside. The rear two bedrooms and kitchen were almost fully involved. I entered and picked up the subject under his arms and carried
him into the hallway. By this time flames were coming over the ceiling and out the top of the apartment door.
The subject that I had found leaving then assisted me in carrying him out to the landing where were met by
arriving firefighters. The point of this story is that I could not have helped this man with out the excellent
training I received as a St. Matthews Firefighter. As a firefighter I was encouraged by my trainers and the
friends I developed thru all those years to learn about fire and how it acts, to learn to remain calm in the face
of personal danger, to learn to take control and make decisions quickly. I learned self confidence and that failure is only a second chance to succeed. My years with St. Matthews has taught me to many life lessons to
mention and helped me greatly upon embarking on a career as a Police Officer.

J. C. Reed
Firefighter 1943 to 1953

The name we have is J. C. Reed. We have found a James C. Reed who in the 1930 census was 6 years old
making him born in about 1924. His father was Joe and mother was Myrtle. The father was listed as owning
a grocery and they lived on Taylorsville Road. He had a brother Joe, and sisters, Sarah, Mary, Bettie and
Martha. The United States World War II Enlistment Records show a James C. Reed born about 1924, white,
enlisted March 30, 1943 at Fort Benjamin Harrison, in Indiana. (Typical for that day.) Listed as 3 years of
high school and unskilled occupations in laundering, cleaning, dyeing, and pressing apparel and other articles.
He was single at that time. John Kaster thinks he remembers him working at a plumbers supply company and
did get married. Not sure of children. Our old registration book shows J. C. Reed, Greentree Manor N-2, Ta9705.

Larry Reeves
Firefighter April 1980 to August 1980
Larry only served a short time in 1980.

Kenneth “Ken” C. Reising
Firefighter November 27, 1967 to 1982, Sergeant, Captain

Ken Reising, Biography for St. Matthews Fire Department——October 15, 2009
 Born May 29, 1946, Louisville, KY.
 Resided at 140 Wiltshire Ave., 331 Ridgeway Ave, and 6707 Kingslook Ct. moved to Alabama on a job
move in 1984.
 Grades 1 Holy Trinity School on Frankfort Ave, grades 2-8 at Our Lady of Lourdes School on Breckinridge Ln.
 High School, Trinity High, 1960 to 1964.
 United States Air Force, 1964 to 1967, Military Intelligence.
 Fulfilled a life-long dream in November, 1967 when I joined St. Matthews Fire Department, where I
spent 13 years in two different time periods, holding the positions of fire fighter, sergeant, and captain until I
moved in 1984.
 Graduated form University of Louisville, Speed Scientific School, May 1974, with a B.S. Degree in Applied Science, Electrical Engineering.
 Worked for Louisville & Nashville Railroad 1974 to 1977 in various engineering positions.
 Worked two years in railroad sales.
 Worked for Louisville Fire Department as their 1st Hazardous Materials Specialist in fire prevention and
fire suppression technical support for hazmat incidents, 3 years.
 Worked for CSX Railroad, in various engineering positions, in both civil and electrical disciplines, until
1992.
 Taught High School Physics and Earth Science, at Clayton High, Clayton, NC, until my retirement in June
of 2009.
 Graduated form North Carolina State University, with a Masters Degree
in Science Education, May 2004.
 Reside with my wife, Alice, of 39 years, in Clayton, NC., Father of three
beautiful daughters who reside in North Carolina, Northern Virginia and
California.
In retirement, plan to travel with my wife and pursue other opportunities in
the field of education.
March 10, 1966, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

Ronald “Ron” A. Renner
Firefighter 2000 to Present (2010)

I graduated from St. Xavier High School in 1996. I started in the fire service the same year at Fern Creek Fire
Department. I started my career at St. Matthews in 2000. I was married in 2006. In 2007 my Daughter Andie
was born and my sons Max and Alex were born in 2008.

Phillip R. Resch
Firefighter 1951 to July 8, 1958
October 6, 1920 to March 13, 1968

Phil was born October 6, 1920 in New Middletown, Indiana and graduated from Lanesville High School. He
also went to DePauw University on a V-12 scholarship with the Navy and an officer in the Navy completing
his tour of duty around 1946. He was a CPA and was involved with many local firms. He then had a partner
in the Republic Title Company until his death. He helped start the Trinity High School Booster Club, was an
avid softball player, and a very active member of the American Legion. He and his family lived in Indian Hills
at 212 Blankenbaker Lane, (Ta-0181 Bus 3934 Frankfort avenue, Be-1171). His son Phil remembers him listening for the fire siren and keeping the air-conditioning low so the family could hear the siren. He had boots
and extra gear in his car for responding to fires. His daughter Michele remembers her mother telling the story
of one time the siren went off, Phillip jumped out of bed (she earlier that day had waxed the kitchen floor) and
he hit the kitchen floor, slipped and fell winding up under the kitchen table, chairs spread all over the place
and sustained may scraps and bruises but he still made the fire run. His Phil died of a heart attack very
young, March 13, 1968.

Gary Resnick
Firefighter 2001
Gary served a short time with STMFD in 2001.

Patrick Joseph Rhodes
Firefighter May 24, 1975 to January 1976
August 17, 1953 to February 4, 2005
Patrick died February 4, 2005 at the age of 51 at Baptist Hospital East. He was an Army veteran and a truck
driver for Fedex Freight.
January 1976: Pat Rhodes resigns from the department. He was later charged with arson and pleaded guilty
to setting a string of fires in garages and a local car dealership last year.
December 1975: by Robin Garr III, Arson suspect arrested: A St. Matthews has been arrested and
charged with arson in connection with six garage fires that occurred during November and December.
St. Matthews Police Chief James Burton said local and Jefferson County police Tuesday morning arrested
Patrick Joseph Rhodes, 22, at his 3919 Hycliffe Avenue home.
Tuesday afternoon, Rhodes remained in Jefferson County Jail under $10,000 bond, with first call for trial in
Jefferson Quarterly Court set for Monday, January 26. Rhodes told police he is single and unemployed.
Burton said a month-long investigation and surveillance by St. Matthews police and county arson detectives
led to the arrest.
He declined to give details of the investigation while Rhodes case is pending in court, but said a breakthrough
came when a St. Matthews police officer spotted a “suspicious” auto shortly after on of the fires.

Kevil J. Rice, Sr.
Firefighter May 24, 1959 to February 20, 1962

Kevil was born January 22, 1937. He served on STMFD as a volunteer from May 1959 till some time in
1962. The fires he can remember were terry’s Texaco and the house fire that Phil “Leaky” Schneider broke
his foot while climbing a ladder at the Glidden home. He moved to Lexington, Kentucky in 1962 and returned to Louisville in 1978 during the big snow storm. He worked at GE Appliance Park for four years, for
Barber-Colman Company from August of 1960 till June of 1996 when he retired. He is married with four
children. Hobbies are electric trains and running flight simulator x on computers.

Kevil J. “Butch” Rice, Jr.
Firefighter 1984 to 1995

Butch was born in Louisville November 1, 1961. He Served on STMFD from 1984 to 1995. He remembers
some of the Mall Gate Apartments and Coach Gate fires. He is married and they have four children,. They
live in the Buechel area and he drives a truck.

Michael “Mike” Richardson
Firefighter April 2002 to Present (2010), Captain
While a native of Louisville, KY, Mike Richardson came to serve at the St Matthews FD in a very “round about manner”. Graduating from Ballard HS he went
directly into the US Army and served a total of 8 years. After leaving his last duty
station at Ft. Drum, NY he entered the Fire Service as a volunteer firefighter with
the DeWitt FD in Syracuse. Shortly thereafter he became a career firefighter and
spent the next 5 years serving in NY. While he greatly enjoyed his time in NY,
Mike decided that he needed to return to KY to be closer to his family, and to further his Fire Service career by attending the Fire Science Program at Eastern KY
University. For the next 3 years he attended EKU working on his BS in Fire &
Safety Engineering and his MS in Loss Prevention and Safety. While attending
EKU he served as a firefighter for the Richmond FD. Then another “round about
event” took place which would directly shape his life. While attending the Fire Department Instructors Conference in Indianapolis, IN he ran into a Bullard employee
who was located just up the road from him in Cynthiana, KY. One thing led to another, and shortly after that meeting he accepted a position with Bullard as their
Thermal Imaging Technical and Training Manager. Shortly after accepting that position, the employee he had
meet at FDIC, Heather Hyatt, accepted his proposal and became his wife. Mike spent the next 3 years working
for Bullard developing new firefighting products and traveling around the world training firefighters how to
use them. Next came the events of Sept 11, 2001, and having served as a Firefighter in NY, and losing a number of personal friends in the attack, Mike reevaluated where he was at, and decided he wanted to get back to
being more directly involved as a Firefighter. As luck or fate would have it while looking through the job listings in a national fire service publication, he saw that the St Matthews FD was looking for a Training Coordinator. It had been almost 17 years since he had left Louisville, but this job opportunity would allow him to
finally return “home”. Mike was made the STMFD Training Coordinator in April of 2002 and he continues to
serve the Department in that role. His drive, compassion, and commitment are evident and have earned him
the honor of Firefighter of the Year. Captain Richardson would like to thank everyone for the honor of receiving the award. He feels that there is no greater form of an award than to be recognized for your efforts by your
fellow coworkers. Congratulations to Captain Richardson.
Capt. Richardson will be honored at the St. Matthews Kiwanis Club luncheon on August 18, 2009.

Alan “Al” D. Ring
Firefighter October 20, 1964 to 1969, Lieutenant 1969 to 1973, Captain 1974 to 1977,
Major 1977 to 1984, Director 1981 to 1984, Trustee 1984 to 1990, Historian, 2009 on
Al was born in Bridgeport, Connecticut July 17, 1943 and moved to St. Matthews in 1951 and finished growing up here attending Waggener High School. He attended some college at Eastern Ky. State University and
graduated from Diesel Automotive in Louisville. Al, at the urging of Bob Walling joined the department in
October of 1964. Al served the department under many hats including, firefighter, Crusade Chairman, President of Firefighters, Inc., Public Relations Officer, Training Officer, Lieutenant, Captain, Major and Board
member, at different times representing the firefighters, homeowners and public at large and finally Chairman
of the Board. Al retired from active firefighting in February of 1983 but continued on the Board which he
served from 1981 until 1990 for a total of 26 years in the fire service. Also during this time Al was owner of
his own Service Stations at various locations in St. Matthews, then became a real estate sales person, managed
in 3 different real estate companies and eventually became a home builder. Al finished his career in 1998 and
at the age of 55 retired with his wife Karen and son Evan to Tucson, Arizona. In 2004 Al wrote and published
the book St. Matthews Firefighters, 84 Years of Firefighting in St. Matthews, Kentucky. Al has also written 3
other non “fire” books with his brother. Al has a web site where he has placed much of the history of the department. In 2009 the department made him one of two Historians for the Department.

Tadd Roberts
Firefighter 2003 to 2005

Tadd served with STMFD from about 2003 to 2005. Tadd writes on an internet site—“I graduated from medical school in May of 2008 and will begin Emergency Medicine Residency at University of Louisville in July.
I am also working towards SCUBA Dive Control Specialist certification.” He presently (2010) serves at the
Department of Emergency Medicine, University of Louisville. While on STMFD he lived with his parents on
Two Springs Lane.

G. B. Robertson
Commissioned Agent 1939

Frank R. “Randy” Robertson, Sr.
Firefighter 1941 to June 13, 1958
December 24, 1911 to November 20, 1989

`Randy was born in Pewee Valley, Oldham, Kentucky December 24, 1911. His father was B. B. and mother

Lena V., and in 1920 he had a sister Ruby C. Robertson. We know he lived at 3419 Warner Avenue (Be
1562), until his death November 20, 1989. He served on the STMFD from 1941 to 1958 and he is the person
who designed the crest on the used on the apparatus front fenders and sides for years. We believe he was married with children.

Jennifer (Nelson) Rogers
Firefighter 1995 to 1996

Jennifer was born in Madison, Wisconsin, moved to the Louisville area in about 1994. Married to Jimmy
Rogers, and they have two children. She is a career Sergeant for the City of Louisville Fire Department since
1996.

Charles W. Rohman
Firefighter 1958 to 1962
November 3, 1925—October 12, 2012

Charles was born in Louisville Kentucky November 30, 1925. His family moved to Carrolton Kentucky at
age 5 and he graduated from Carrolton High School while there. He moved back to Louisville area after
World War II and he and his wife Norma (deceased) moved to Herr Lane in Lyndon. He was also on the
Lyndon Fire Department for 15 years. Charles was a photo engraver and printer all his career. He and Norma
had one daughter Donna.

J. F. Roopsby or L. F.
Original Organizer
We have been un-able to find anything on Mr. Roopsby except what is on the original organization papers,
which bears his name but has different initials. We find no other records on him.

Don L. Ross
Firefighter 1959 to March 19, 1968, Lieutenant 1966 to 1967

Don was born on November 2, 1932. He resided most of his life in Louisville, KY.
He was a member of the Kentucky Army National Guard for 41 years where he retired a Chief Warrant Officer. He was also a member of the St. Matthews Firefighters from 1959 to 1968.
At present, he lives in Shelbyville, Kentucky with his wife Wilma. They married in 1998. He has two daughters by a previous marriage.
He is handicapped now with a virus that struck his spinal cord, leaving him paralyzed from waist down and
wheelchair bound. This happened in April 1995.

John B. “Bailey” Ross
Firefighter November 1, 1953 to May 1, 1968
February 16, 1926 to November 22, 1999

Bailey was born in Louisville, Kentucky, February 16, 1926 to Leo and Rose Ross. In the 1930 census he also had a brother James A. Ross and someone listed at 2 1/2 years of age but it gave no name. July 13, 1944 he
enlisted at Fort Benjamin Harrison in Indiana for the Air Corps and was shown to have 4 years of high school.
He worked many years at Reynolds Metals Company in design and graphics at plant 14 in Louisville, and then
opened Ross Engraving (Trophies, etc.) which really showed his talents. He was a member of STMFD from
1953 to 1968 and was heavily involved with the Crusade for Children. He married Dottie, and they had Linda
and twin boys one named James. For a long time he lived at 210 Beechwood Road, (Res.-Ta-8616, Bus Am1051). He eventually moved out to Trentham Lane in 40242. Bailey died November 22, 1999.

Michael J. “Mike” Ross
Firefighter 1994 to 1995
Have not been able to find anything on Mike other that when he served.

Robert “Bob” Ross
Firefighter 1996 to 1999

Have not been able to find anything else about Bob.

Dave S. Ruckriegel
Firefighter 1982
Dave was born in Louisville, Kentucky June 22, 1963 and lived in St. Matthews with his family all through
childhood. His brother Ed also served on the department. He went to Holy Spirit Grade school and graduated
from Holy Trinity High School. Dave has been a driver for the United States Postal Service for most of his
career. He served a little over a year on STMFD in 1982 and remembers keeping houses water down from the
St. Matthews Baptist fire when it was real cold. He is married to Susan and they have on child Hannah.

Edwin J. “Ed” Ruckriegel
Firefighter 1980 to 1984

Ed Ruckriegel, Fire Marshal, Madison (WI) Fire Department
Ed Ruckriegel serves as the Fire Marshal and Emergency Management Coordinator for the City of Madison. 2009 marks Ed's thirtieth year in the fire service. St. Matthews Fire Department is the foundation on
which he built his career.
As Fire Marshal, Ed manages the Engineering Unit (new construction), Code Enforcement Unit, Community
Education Unit and Elevator Inspection Unit of the Fire Prevention Division. Eighteen employees staff the
division. Recently Ed said: "The Fire Marshal position is the best position in the department because you
have a significant role in so many aspects of the department and community. The variety of disciplines associated with the job keep it interesting and fun". The division generates more the $1.3M in annual revenues
and manages about 33,000 inspection activities each year.
In 1985 Ed married Darlene Hanna and relocated to Las Vegas where he worked for four years as an Assistant
Fire Protection Engineer. In 1990, Ed and Darlene moved to Madison.

James Hubbard Rudy
Director 1930 to 1935
March 25, 1867 to February 18, 1935
James Hubbard Rudy was born March 25, 1875, at the family residence
which was located at what is not 4205 Rudy Lane. He was a direct descendant of Jacob Rudy, who settled in this vicinity in 1790. He attended
local schools completing eight grades and three years of advanced education at Greathouse. Was a member of the Beargrass Christian Church, a
deacon of the church, and a member of the Middletown Masonic Lodge
No 732. Her worked for the Kentucky Lithographing Company for 30
years starting in 1895. In 1900 he married Carrye Edinger, and they had
two sons, Hubbard and Millard, and one daughter, Carolyn. He joined the
Board in 1930 and served for 3 years as president of the board and served
as director until 1935 until his death.

Hubbard E. Rudy
Director 1935
April 8, 1902 to March 18, 1986

Hubbard was born in Louisville, Kentucky April 8, 1902 the son of James Hubbard Rudy who was also on the
STMFD Board. He served in the Army Corps of Engineers. He was a Surveyor and Engineer all his life, and
started in 1948 the Hubbard E. Rudy Engineering Company in down town Louisville, Kentucky which is still
operating today (2009). He had two brothers Hubbard and Millard (served many years on the St. Matthews
City Council) and married Katherine “Kitty” Hudson late in life and they had no children. He died March 18,
1986.
Courtesy, The Jeffersonian, April 4, 1940:

Martin “Marty” J. Rueff
Firefighter 1955 to 1960
March 1, 1936 to February 19, 1999

Marty was born in Louisville, Kentucky March 1, 1936. He is part of the “famous Ruff Sign Painters.” We
know he used to take various firefighters home with him and his mother would feed them fried chicken.
While on STMFD he worked painting signs at 109 St. Matthews Avenue and just dropped his tools and ran to
the fire house. He was with Charlie Ruff Sign Company. He was married and did have children. His last address was 9407 Tiverton way, 40242, Lyndon Area.

Phil G. Rueff
Original Incorporator, Director 1919 to 1930
About 1880 to July 15, 1962

On the left is Charley
Rueff, standing is Phil
Rueff, sitting on the right is
William J. Rueff and the
young one in the middle is
Andrew G. C. Rueff

Phil was a well known businessman in the St. Matthews area. He was a foreman while working for American
Elevator, on Lexington Road, he was an electrical engineer, and worked on the McAlpine dam and locks, was
married and had 1 daughter.
Courtesy, The Jeffersonian, May 7, 1936:

William J. Rueff
Original Incorporator, Trustee 1919 to 1930
March 19, 1874 to June 28, 1950

Courtesy The Jeffersonian, September 5,
1935:
On the left is Charley Rueff, standing
is Phil Rueff, sitting
on the right is William J. Rueff and
the young one in the
middle is Andrew
G. C. Rueff

http://digital.library.louisville.edu/u?/
heraldpost,3192

Don Ryan
Firefighter 1982 to Present (2010), Sergeant, Captain, Fire Marshall

Don was born and raised in St. Matthews. Graduated from Trinity High School and earned a B.A. from Bellarmine College. He started as a volunteer for STMFD in 1982 was hired as a full time firefighter in 1985 and
currently holds the rank of Captain/Fire Marshall. Don is married to Ashley and have three children, Brandon, Sara and Sydney.

J. T. Sanders
Firefighter July 1987 to November 1988

Have no other information on Mr. Sanders.

Joseph Moss “Joe” Sanders
Firefighter (unknown)
October 19, 1970 to June 28, 2008

Body of missing former St. Matthews firefighter found in Red River Gorge 04:19 PM EDT on Monday,
June 30, 2008
(WHAS11) - Authorities are still investigating after the body of a missing Louisville hiker was found at Red
River Gorge.
The remains of Joe Sanders, 37, a former St. Matthews firefighter, were identified through dental records Sunday.
Sanders went missing at Red River Gorge, near Lexington, on June 15th.
Sanders was found in the Pumpkin Bottom campground, in the scenic Red River Gorge. That’s in Menifee
County in Kentucky.
No foul play is expected, however, officials are still investigating. Sanders, a former St. Matthews firefighter,
was a graduate of St. X High School.

O. R. Sands
Firefighter 1932 to 1936
There was an Oliver R. Sands born November 8, 1898 and died October 15, 1977 in Jefferson County, Kentucky in 40214 zip area. We have not been able to find any other information on this person other than in the
1970s he lived at 323 Kenwood Road, (366-6207).

George Santamouris
Firefighter 1993 to 2002, Sergeant, Captain

June 10, 1998: The Voice-Tribune, by Mark Shallcross, Kiwanis Club gives awards: The Kiwanis Club
of St. Matthews has named its Police Officer and Outstanding Volunteer Firefighter of the Year.
Sgt. George Santamouris, a member of the St. Matthews Fire Protection District for five years, was named
Outstanding Volunteer Firefighter of the Year.
Growing up in New York, Santamouris spent a lot of time at the firehouses that dotted his neighborhood. He
was impressed with the mechanics of firefighting and the equipment involved.
He moved to Louisville in 1990 and to St. Matthews three years later.
“I didn’t realize that Jefferson County was protected by a network of volunteer fire departments,” Santamouris
said. “Once I learned that, I set out to join my local fire department. It’s a great way to serve the community.”
The sergeant is a member of the fire district’s recruitment and retention committee and assists in training new
recruits. He is a certified emergency medical technician and has responded to about 60 percent of the district’s fire alarms and non-fire emergencies.
Santamouris lives in St. Matthews and works at United Parcel Service as an aircraft maintenance supervisor.

James “Jim” Edward Sauer
Firefighter 1940 to 1948
April 26, 1921 to January 21, 2009

Born in Fern Creek, Kentucky on old Watterson Trail which at that time was another name. Went to St. Joseph on Washington Street. His father was a landscaper and Jim had many jobs in his life, but many of them
were in the tool and die trade. He lived at 222 North Hubbards Lane (Ta 4798) while on the department. He
was married to Mary Mattingly and they had one son and one daughter. He moved to Bellville, Texas to live
with his daughter in retirement and died there.

Paul B. Sauer
Firefighter 1947 to 1960
March 27, 1924 to January 12, 2009

October 23, 1958, The Voice of St.
Matthews:

Ed Scherzer
Firefighter April 17, 1962 to June 21, 1964
We have no information on Ed but we have been told he is deceased. In the 1970s he lived at 831 Camdon
Avenue, 368-2384.

Rudolph “Rudy” C. Schlich
Director 1945 to 1948
February 2, 1892 to April 25, 1973

Born in Louisville February 2, 1892. He lived in Ohio for many years going tto school, before returning to
St. Matthews. Mr. Schlich worked for his father at the Paul Schlich Engraving Company and later for his son
at the Schlich Insurance Agency. He served on the Board form 1946 to 1948. He died April 25, 1973.
February 26, 1943, The Jeffersonian:

September 16, 1971, The Voice-Jeffersonian:

Philip “Leakey” L. Schneider, Jr.
Firefighter August 3, 1954 to April 19, 1982
June 14, 1915 to April 19, 1982

Leakey was born in Cincinnati Ohio June 14, 1915. Parent Philip and Grace Schneider. Leakey’s dad was a
master plumber. They moved to Louisville after visiting the area and liking it and eventually wound up at
4304 Michigan Drive in the West end. Leakey’s dad ran the Schneider Plumbing Co. He eventually had a
stroke and Leakey took over the business. He married Mildred and they had two daughters Janet and Phyllis.
He also enlisted in the Army August 13, 1942, served in Iraq and was assigned to keep the water going in the
camp. They eventually built a home on Wallace Avenue in St. Matthews and then in 1950 built a home 3922
Grandview Avenue near Greathouse School (Be-2085). They lived there the rest of their lives. Leakey became a master plumber and Mildred was the bookkeeper, collector, etc. and they ran their business out of their
garage. Leakey was best friends with fellow firefighter Ed Foley. They had a habit for years of going to the
Vogue Theater on Friday nights with their children to see the movies and wives went to bingo. They also
were heavily involved with “dog field trials” and Leakey had his special Basset Hound Gomer. Leakey was
also an avid fisherman. He also donated his time and talent to setting up the Bethel Church Turtle Soup Picnic
each year. Leakey retired a little over a year before he died April 19, 1982 and Mildred lived until August 1,
2007.
May 5, 1982, The Voice:

Gerald P. Schreck
Firefighter September 2, 1969 to September 28, 1973

Gerald “Jerry” Schreck was born in Jefferson County, KY in 1948, graduated Waggener HS in 1966, attended Ky Southern College and Bellarmine College. He became a Beechwood Police officer 1970 - 1973, joined
the Louisville Division of Police in 1974 and was assigned to the Training Unit, Planning and Research Unit,
serving in the 6th and 4th Districts, the Civil Disturbance Task Force in 1975 and was a member of the CRAC
Unit (crime reduction & control) in the 5th District. He transferred to the Jefferson County Police in 1977
and was assigned to Baker District until 1986, transferred to the Traffic Unit as a Fatal Accident Investigator
until 1991 and was assigned to Charlie District until retiring in May 2001.
Officer Schreck completed JCPD training in 1970, graduated KLEC Basic at WKU in 1971, and graduated
from the KY State Dept of Health and National Registry of Emergency Medical Technicians at U of L School
of Medicine in 1973. In 1974 he graduated from KLEC at EKU and the Louisville Police Academy. While
serving on the Louisville Police Dept. And the Jefferson County Police Dept. He attended the University of
Louisville, graduating in 1980 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Law Enforcement. Officer Schreck graduated from the Institute of Police Traffic Management of North Florida University in 1987.
During that time period on STMFD, I made my first working fire the night we took the quad and quint to
Shelbyville and gave "Wrinkles" a stroke. I was also at Jamestown Apt. fire, Greathouse Ele. just a couple of
hours after graduating from KLEC at WKU and just came home from basic training. I was at Indian Ridge
and Country Day School as well as Sizzler. The main reason I became a policeman instead of a full-time firefighter was the free college education I got from LEAA and the Dept. of Justice. I have been retired living in
Palm City, Fl. since 9-11 a day we will NEVER forget. I still carry a weapon and qualify every year with the
Martin Co. Sheriffs Dept as authorized by the president and Homeland Security.

Mark Schroering
Firefighter 1986 to 1987

Mark, is a 1983 Trinity graduate and went to University of South Florida, Eastern Kentucky University, and
Central Missouri State University. He was a lifeguard at Jewish Community Center 1982 to 1987, a Physics
teacher at Lake Gibson Senior High school 1988 to 1991, and again there 1994 to 1995, and is presently with
Sentry Insurance as a Safety Consultant. He is married to Peggy and live in the Indianapolis area. He served
on STMFD from 1986 to 1987.

Edward T. Schuler
Firefighter May 10, 1967 to 8 to June 25, 1968
We have not found anything on Ed except we have been told he is deceased. We found this article from the
July 6, 1967, The Voice-Jeffersonian, in which STMFD firefighter David, but we show him as E. T. was injured at a training fire.

Francis Xavier Schuler, Sr.
Original Incorporator, Firefighter 1920 to 1930, Chief 1919 to 1920
August 20, 1884 to April 18, 1950
Born in Louisville August 20, 1884. He went to
Holy Trinity Church and St. Xavier High school
and married in 1905. The had one son and one
daughter, in July 6, 1939 Mrs. Schuler died. He
remarried December 14, 1944 and was very active until his death April 18, 1950. He was involved in many businesses in the area including
Silo Tank Company becoming vice president.
He then opened Schuler Motors, Schuler-Bauer
Company and others. He was also an original
signer of the Articles of Incorporation. He
served as the first chief of the department serving from 1919 until 1920. He remained on the
department until 1930. He died in Jefferson
County April 18, 1950.

Courtesy St. Matthews The Crossroads of
Beargrass, 1999, by Samuel W. Thomas.

Courtesy, The Jeffersonian, January
17, 1935—20 Years Ago:

Mr. Xavier Schuler and family have moved to
St. Matthews and
Mrs. Louis Bauer and baby, will live with
them (St. Matthews)

Richard Harvey Schultze
Firefighter February 1, 1955 to 1982
January 13, 1918 to November 28, 1997

Harvey was born in Louisville, Kentucky January 18, 1918. We know Harvey had a daughter Virginia and a
son and the family lived at 4028 Alton Road (Be-2010). He enlisted in the Army November 28, 1941 in Indiana at Fort Benjamin Harrison as a Warrant Officer for 3 years. At that time he had one year of college and
was single. He served on STMFD from 1955 to 1982 and was extremely dedicated to helping on the Crusade
For Children. Mrs. Schultz was a volunteer who helped call firefighters who did not have monitors to alert
them to fires. I (Al Ring) was one of the ones she called. She had the fasted finger there was and was super at
her job. Harvey was a sales representative most of his career and after retirement both of them volunteered at
hospitals helping out. Harvey died November 28, 1997.

Paul Schwegel
Firefighter 2005
We know Paul completed the recruit class and spent about 6 to 8 months with STMFD before moving north
remaining in the fire service.

Louis H. Schweitzer
Firefighter 1930 to 1937, Board of Directors 1931 to 1933, 1935 to 1937, 1939 to 1956
October 1885 to April 9, 1956
In 1910 he was an Engineer at City Hospital, in Louisville, KY.

Allan R. Scott
Firefighter August 8, 1965 to 1981

Allan was born in Louisville, Kentucky, May 28, 1941. He has lived in St. Matthews with his brother all his
life on Don Allen Road. Allan went to Stivers Elementary school and graduated from Waggener High School.
He spent his entire career with Midwest Paper Company as a machine operator. He retired in 2006.

Thomas B. Scott
Firefighter 2004 to 2005

Thomas graduated from recruit class and spend 4 to 6 months with STMFD. We think he may have a position
with the department of corrections or law enforcement of some type.

Eric Seay
Firefighter 1993 to 1995
Eric was on STMFD from 1993 to 1995. he was hurt in a ladder accident on a training evolution and really
never came back to firefighting after that.

Dale P. Seebold
Firefighter May 18, 1970 to May 18, 1971

Dale was born in Louisville, Kentucky September 15, 1945. He graduated from Waggener High in the class
of 1964. He married Margy Thompson, Waggener High Class of 1966 and they have two daughters and a son
in law, all Waggener grads. Dale served on STMFD during 1970 and 1971. He has been in Lubricant Sales
most of his career and used learned fire fighting skills to put out a fire at Reliance Universal during their big
strike; today only contained camp fires.

Chris Seelye
Firefighter (Unknown Dates)

Chris is a paramedic for Louisville Metro EMS. He started as a firefighter and EMT with North Oldham, was
there about 10 years, not sure how long he was on STMFD.

Mack Sendebach
Firefighter 1993
All we have on Mack is when he served on STMFD.

Timothy E. Sendelbach
Firefighter 1992 to 1993

William “Bill” John Seng
Firefighter 1978, Sergeant, Captain, Major, 1993 became Chief to present (2010)

December 2, 2004: The Voice-Tribune, by Mary Alan Woodward, Contributing Writer--Protecting home and hearth—Louisville native Bill Seng
rose through the ranks to become fire chief of St. Matthews district. Except for seeing the occasional fire truck come screaming by us at an intersection, few of us have had many personal en-counters with the men, and sometimes women, who have dedicated themselves to protecting us.
Bill Seng, 45, has come to the aid of many homeowners and businesspeople in his 26 years in the department. First serving as a teen-aged volunteer and
now as fire chief of the 7.5-square-mile St. Matthews Fire Protection District for the past 14 years, he knows how the public’s perception often differs from
the reality of fighting fires.
“A lot of people remember the old ‘Emergency’ television show, where there was always action going on. That looked pretty exciting,” he said. “But there
was also ‘Leave It to Beaver’, in which Gus, the fireman, was about 80 years old and sat on a bench the whole time. People are surprised to find out what
our work is really like.”
Television heroes: As a boy growing up in St. Matthews, the son of the late Edward L. Seng and wife Mary Dee, Seng was first fascinated by TV shows
about law enforcement, not firemen.
Seng decided to become a policeman, a goal that stayed on his mind as a student at Holy Trinity Elementary School and Waggener High School, where he
dated his future wife, the former Valerie Renkes. But the police department didn’t use teen-age assistants, so the closest he could come was as a volunteer
firefighter.
Several of his friends at Waggener were St. Matthews volunteer fireman, but Seng had to wait until he reached the minimum age of 18. “I was only 17
when I graduated, so I had to wait to do the training on weekends in my freshman year at college.”
Seng enrolled at Eastern Kentucky University in 1977 and earned two bachelor’s degrees by 1986: the first in criminal justice, in 1981; and the second in
fire safety. “While I was studying criminal justice, I started thinking more and more about firefighting, because of my weekend work in St. Matthews,” he
said. “So I minored in fire science. That emphasized arson investigation, which was interesting: The evidence was still at the crime scene, telling you what
happened. It was like on the old ‘Quincy’ show.”
One foot in: After graduating from EKU for the first time, in 1981, Seng went to work as an emergency medical technician for the Jefferson County Emergency Medical Service (EMS). During the day, he made runs in Louisville, but by dinnertime, it was time to drive to EKU for classes that would earn him
his second degree.
“At the time, EMS was operated by the police department,” Seng said. “With my B.S. degree in criminal justice, I was ready to apply for becoming a police
offi-cer. I figured I had one foot in the door.”
Although the St. Matthews department had been all-volunteer during Seng’s earliest service in 1978, it was beginning to hire more and more career firemen
by the mid-’80s. In 1986, Seng was offered a position as a full-time firefighter. With eight years of experience already to his credit, he said yes.
Rising in the ranks: With thoughts of life as a policeman behind him, Seng threw himself wholeheartedly into becoming a professional firefighter. “I
always wanted to advance, so I was constantly going to school,” he said. “I took programs at the National Fire Academy (in Maryland), especially in management. As time went by, I rose through the ranks.”
In 1992, Fire Chief Franklin Florence retired, and Seng was appointed fire chief by the fire district’s seven-member board. Although its makeup changes
occasionally, it usually comprises three members appointed by the county judge, two property owners within the fire district and two firefighters. For the
second half of 1992, Seng was acting fire chief, but that appointment was made full-time, with the title of fire chief, in January 1993. “At the time, I was
very young -just 32 - which made me the youngest fire chief in the county,” he said. “I thought it might be a disadvantage to me, but it wasn’t. Now, there
aren’t too many chiefs older than I am.”
On the run: Seng, who lives in St. Matthews with his wife and two teen-age children, spends most of his workday on administrative duties. However, he
still goes on runs, serving as the incident commander at larger fires.
That involves taking his car to the site of a fire at a house or business, often arriving before the engine company does.
“We do what we call a size-up, trying to find out if the building is occupied, deciding what kind of equipment the firefighters will need. The incident commander is like the coach of the team, in that he calls the plays.”

Chad E. Sharber
Firefighter 2007 to 2009

Born March 29, 1979 in Louisville. Grew up on farm in Trimble County. Berea College for degree. Married
September 15, 1998. Three children and a good dog, live in Beechwood Village. Wife and I own St. Matthews Child Development Center, on Breckenridge Lane. St. Matthews recruit, volunteer, intern program,
then hired at Buechel Fire full time in Oct. 2008. I owe my career to my experience at St. Matthews. Biggest
fire service influence: Charles McCune, who taught me the important things. I rely on his advice every day
of my career. Most memorable experience with St. Matthews: Wind Storm '08 and Ice Storm '09.

Mrs. Billie R. Sharp
Assistant Secretary 1972 to September 30, 1982
September 30, 1920 to March 28, 2001

From Rick Albers— she was a sweetie!! She was like a Mom to many of us who were around in the daytime.
She was always dependable and helpful. She used to help me out a lot and vise-versa. I would carry her groceries up to the apartment for her and when she was working, I would go shoot the bull with her. She always
took the calls to set up the PR classes & fire safety classes that I did a lot. She was a true and trusted friend!
She is deceased and so is Terry, her husband. Se lived in the apartment above Station 1 form many years.

Wayne Shepherd
Firefighter 1985 to 1988
Wayne A. Shepherd – Biography—At The Post, Inc.
Wayne Shepherd, Founder/VFX Supervisor/Editor got his start in the industry in
May of 1985 in Louisville Kentucky. Three local filmmakers hired Wayne as a
production assistant and by Fall of that year, Wayne was working on a career as an
editor. Four years later, Wayne was promoted to partner at Videobred and helped
manage a company of 28 employees.
Post Production Services, in Cincinnati, Ohio hired Wayne in Summer of 1991 as
one of their lead editors. Within a year, PPS choose him to be one of their first editors to learn and operate a new editing system called Avid. Because of his desire to
learn, Wayne again was chosen by PPS to be their lead Editor/Compositor after
their purchase of Quantel’s new Henry editing and compositing system.
In 1994, Wayne moved to Los Angeles to further his career in visual effects. Editel/L.A. saw his ability and quickly brought him on board. At Editel, Wayne was
exposed to a new breed of clientele; he developed a niche in compositing previsualization for feature film effects. He worked on
such films as Waterworld, Batman Forever, Matilda, Batman and Robin, Tin Cup, Armageddon, and Pleasantville. Wayne also
worked on many national and international commercials and broadcast design projects.
After serving as Editel's Senior Effects Compositor for 4 years, Wayne left Editel and founded At The Post, Inc. At The Post is a full
service post production and visual effects boutique located two blocks from Venice Beach in Southern California. At The Post has
completed work on critically acclaimed films such as 300, Street Kings, and X-files: I Want To Believe. ATP contributed to 20 episodes of the ABC network television series, Pushing Daisies and has been contributing to Weeds and Nip Tuck. At The Post has
also handled post production on award winning music videos, national commercials and broadcast design packages.
At The Post has offered it's clients high quality visual effects and finishing services for over a decade and in 2005 opened a satellite
office in Wayne’s hometown of Louisville, Kentucky to service clients in the Midwest and on the East Coast.
WORK HISTORY
Owner/Visual Effects Supervisor, At The Post, Inc. 10/98-Present Venice, California
Founder and Visual Effects Supervisor in charge of bidding and designing visual effects shots for feature films, broadcast commercials and music videos, this includes pre-production, on-set supervision through final delivery.
Senior Compositor/Visual Effects Supervisor, Editel/L.A. 12/94-10/98 Hollywood, California
Senior Compositor utilizing Quantel Henry, Discreet Logic Flame/Inferno, Silicon Grail Chalice and Avid Elastic Reality.
Visual Effects Supervisor overseeing a department of five compositors as well as supervision on set, and involved in the bidding
process.
Post Production Services 8/91-11/94 Cincinnati, Ohio
Digital Compositor utilizing Quantel Henry since January, 1992.
Online Editor utilizing CMX 3600, 3500, 3400, 340XL edit controllers as well as Grass Valley 100, 200, 300 switchers, two channel
Ampex ADO, Abacus A-53D w/warp, Abacus A-62 DDR, Chyron Scribe and Superscribe.
Avid Editor utilizing Avid Media Composer 8000 and 2000
Videobred Inc. 5/85-8/91 Louisville, Kentucky
Online Editor utilizing CMX 3400, 340XL edit controllers, Grass Valley 200, 100 switchers, NEC System 10 and Chyron Superscribe w/logo compose.
Director, directed various multiple camera live events. Jefferson Mall Christmas Parade, New Zion Baptist Church, Phillip Morris
Festival of Stars
Audio Engineer, installed and operated a MIDI controlled voice-over and mixing suite utilizing a Fostex E-16 multitrack recorder,
Fostex E-2 two track recorder, Fostex 4035 edit controller and Yamaha DMP-11 digital mixer w/effects.
Production Staff, operated various cameras and recording devices on location
and in studio.
NOTE and comment: Wayne was born in Louisville, Kentucky November 17, 1967. I have to say that the experience I had there
(STMFD) meant more to me than any job or organization I have been a part of. Even though it was a short few years, the camaraderie, brotherhood and support is unmatched. One particular instance that I will never forget..... I had not been there long and it was a
regular training day and we were making entry to the training building from a ladder hanging off the balcony, I was a bit short and
couldn't reach it well enough to pull myself up. Kent Monahan got on his hands and knees for me to step on his back to gain better
access to the ladder. As simple as that sounds, that day changed my life.
Still to this day, if I catch a whiff of a diesel engine, my mind races back to jumping in a jump seat and wondering what we will ride
up on.

Michael C. Sherman
Firefighter May 18, 1971 to June 27, 1971
Michael was only on STMFD for about a month in 1971. He was involved in dentistry in the 1990s in Louisville, Kentucky and is presently a DDS in Carrollton, Kentucky. He was born December 25, 1949.

Melvin Shrode
Firefighter August 10, 1954 to 1955

We have very little on Mel. He served on STMFD from 1954 to 1955. He lived at 420 Bauer Avenue, was in
the Army his phone numbers were TA-6518 and TW 5-7622

Hugh M. “Mack” Shwab, III
Firefighter 1988 to 1993

Mack is a 1990 graduate of Trinity High School, and 1995, Southern Illinois University Carbondale graduate.
Since 2002 he has been a partner in FirstEgg, LLC, in Louisville, KY. He is married to Brooke. He served on
STMFD from 1988 to 1993.

Thomas Shwab, Jr.
Firefighter (unknown dates)
Thomas’s father served on Harrods Creek for many years. Thomas served on STMFD for a time but have not
been able to find dates. Thomas died around 2003.

Mrs. Doris A. Simpson
Assistant Secretary 1950 to 1953
February 24, 1922 to July 3, 1976

Matthew “Matt” S. Slyter
Firefighter 2003 to 2004

Matt was born in Louisville, went to school at Southern High and graduated from the University of Louisville
with a masters in Exercise Physiology. Currently (2010) a full time paid firefighter a Jeffersontown Fire Department. I have served three years on the board as firefighter representative.

W. L. “Billy” Smith, Jr.
Firefighter May 10, 1954 to 1961

Billy lived while on the department in the Ormond Nappanee Road area and was involved with the Smith Sign
Company. He even painted Jack Monohan’s red Jeep. Billy was also a Lyndon Firefighter. We believe he
was married and had children. His father was very active with Lyndon Fire Department, even helping to start
it. At one time he lived at 3806 Cleveland Avenue TA-3415 based on our old registration book. We show
Billy as deceased.

David C. “Dave” Smith, Jr.
Firefighter July 17, 1961 to May 19, 1966

Dave was born in Dayton Beach, Florida July 18, 1940. Moved to Louisville about 1953 attended Greathouse
Elementary school, Waggener High School and final 3 years at Eastern High School. He worked for J. T. Terry Texaco and joined and served on STMFD from 1961 to 1966. He served in the army from 1963 to 1965.
After the Army he became a manufactures representative for Aliday, eventually moving to Memphis, Tennessee. While there started his own manufactures business moving back to Louisville continuing his manufacturing business. He served on PeWee Valley Fire Department and was Chief for a short time, also served on
LaGrange Fire & Rescue as an EMT. He moved his business to Buckner and also made mini pumpers and
rescue vehicles with his own company called EMVC. In the early 1980s he started entering truck and tractor
pulls and in 1985 sold his businesses and went full time at truck pulls. Around 1990 he was able to retire. He
is married to Sharon and has one son and three daughters.

Michael Shannon Smith
Firefighter May 28, 2009 to Present (2010)
Michael was born December 2, 1965 and graduated from Eastern High School. He joined STMFD in May of
2009 and is still a volunteer. (2010). He is an EMT at Louisville Metro EMS. He is married to Jill and they
have one daughter Tori.

Richard King Smith
Firefighter August 26, 1975 to 1977

Richard K. Smith, was STMFD’s first black firefighter. He lived at the corner of Ledyard & Hubbards Lane. He was a very good
entertainer, singer, and was married with at least one son who loved to climb on the fire trucks.

Dr. Tom Jerry Smith
Director 1975 to 1982
February 14, 1952, The
Voice Of St. Matthews:

August 21, 1975, The
Voice:

1975

William Smithson
Director 1939 to 1941
June 16, 1890 to February 20, 1951
We know that Mr. Smithson lived at 262 Chenoweth Lane, his fathers name was Vard. He died at age 60 of
heart disease. His World War I registration showed him living at 444 S. 16th St. in Louisville. He was born
in Tennessee and he was a driver for American Express Co.

Frederick F. Smyth
Firefighter January 22, 1967 to July 12, 1967
We have not been able to find anything about Frederick.

Trevor Soergel
Firefighter about 1988

Marla Solomon
Firefighter 1993
We have not been able to find any information on Marla except that she mad 37 runs as a STMFD volunteer
in 1993.

Erik A. Sorensen
Firefighter December 1994 to September 2007, Sergeant

Erik left Page Fire Department in 2009

ADMINISTRATION: Fire Chief L. Clark, Fire Marshal Eric Sorensen, Office Mgr. Dellana Herrara
and Asst. Fire Chief Timothy Gilmore (2009)

George L. Soules, Jr.
Firefighter April 9, 1966 to October 4, 1971 & 1978 to 1982, Sergeant

George was a St. Matthews boy graduating from Waggener High in 1963. He was STMFD 2 different times
and was engineer for Captain Albers on the first Coach Gate Fire in 1980. His career has been mostly with
truck dealerships and presently with Byerly Ford as Commercial Account Manager (2009), George is married
to Elaine and has two grown daughters and he is a grandfather.

Leslie Spanyer
Administrative Assistant, April 1996 to June 1999
We have very Litton on Leslie, but she was an Administrative Assistant from 1996 to 1999 for STMFD. She
presently is on the administrative staff at Bethel St. Paul Church in St. Matthews.

William “Bill” H. Sparks
Director 1981 to 1984
Bill was born in PA in 1931. He graduated from St. Xavier High School in
1949 and attended Xavier University in Cincinnati and graduated with a degree in business in 1951. He served in the Army from 1951 to 1953. He
then began his banking career with Citizens Fidelity Bank and PNC Bank
where he worked for 43 years. He married Betty Z. Morrison in 1955 at ST.
James Church. They have 3 children and I grand kids, 1 great grand child.
He served on the STMFD Board from 1981 until 1984. Served on the board
of the Jeffersontown Fire Department from 1986 to 2006.

1/23/1968

George Spears
Firefighter 1996

We know George was a new recruit in 1996 for a short period of time. He is presently a firefighter at Harrods
Creek Fire District.

Stuart Speckler
Firefighter 1948
Stuart was in our old registration book listed at 3014 Shubrooke Road Ch-5925, business 4021 Frankfort Avenue, BE-2441. That may be the old Consolidated building which at that time would have been one of the car
dealerships. Based on this he probably lived out of STMFD area but worked in the area.

Chet Speed
Firefighter 1997 to 2001

Jayson Springer
Firefighter (short time in the 1990’s)
Jayson Springer, was on STMFD for a short while in the 90’s. He started at Harrods Creek when I was out
there, (Rick Albers). I trained him in recruit class. I think he came on HCFD around 1989 or 90, stayed a
couple of years and then moved to St Matthews but wasn’t on too long. He came to NOFD for a short while
right after I took over there but he didn’t stay long.

Alex Staebler
Original Incorporator
June 31, 1868 to November 11, 1920
In 1905 he became one of the principles in the Bank of St. Matthews, holding 20 shares also with G. T. Dick,
Oscar Fenley, W. N. Arterburn, John M Monohan, and E. S. Monohan, Jr., Louis Bauer had only 8 shares. and
was a business man from the area. The 1920 census shows him living on Chenoweth Lane, was listed and doing general contracting, married to Ida, and having a son Charles Alexander, age 25. He died of a cerebral
hemorrhage, November 11, 1920. His son Charles A. Staebler was listed in the 1937 Caron’s directory as
president of Hendricks-Staebler Tar & Oil Company 131 St. Matthews Avenue and Ida widowed living at
3623 Lexington Road. He died February 25, 1948 and worked at Continental Oil Company, at that time his
mothers name was Ida Kuhn. The son was married to Winifred Enos Staebler who did in 40218 area May of
1985.
September 17, 1943, The Jeffersonian:

Jacob Asher Starr
Firefighter 2005 to 2006

We know “Jake” graduated from recruit school in 2005 and spent about a year with STMFD. He may now be
with Eastwood Fire Department.

O. M. Steinmann
Firefighter 1941 to 1943
All we can find on Mr. Steinmann, is his listing in our old registration book, living at 100 Browns Lane and
phone TA-7103. Can’t find anyone who remembers him but we believe he is deceased.

Donald G. Sterch, may be Sterchi
Firefighter March 29, 1967 to 1968
We have been unable to find anything on Donald.

Keith Stevenson
Firefighter 1996

Keith was born in 1973 and went to school in Union County, Kentucky. I moved to Louisville in 1991 to attend the University of Louisville and have never left. I am currently a Storage Architect working for
IBM. I'm married to a native Louisvillian, Kelly, and we have one son, Thomas.

Marvin F. Stich
Firefighter March 22, 1966 to May 31, 1967
Marvin worked at the family business “Dutches” on Frankfort Avenue while he served on STMFD. Many of
the firefighters came in the bar after Tuesday training and he became friends with them and joined. He remembers the Jamestown Fire. Still lives in Louisville and is 68 years old. (2010)
The Voice Of St. Matthews, January 24, 1963. May 16

Cecil Stiegers
1930 Newspaper Boy who aided STMFD

Cecil was one of the Station 17 newspaper boys who helped the STMFD fight fires when they were available.
Though they were not official members they provided a valuable service.

Richardson Stimphill
Firefighter 1999 to 2004

Richardson was born November 1971 in Port au Prince, Haiti. He is the youngest male of nine children, which
includes six sisters and two brothers. Richardson is married with one daughter, Kathlenda, nine.
Richardson migrated to the United States in December 1994 and became a citizen in 1999. Richardson earned
an Associates Degree in Computer Engineering and Technology from Louisville Technical Institute. Richardson was a volunteer firefighter with St. Matthews Fire Department from 1999 to 2004. He has worked as a
French and Creole interpreter for Catholic Charities since 1998. He is, also, a notary public and has been a
member of the Order of Kentucky Colonels since 2005. Richardson is very active in the community in which
he lives. For his community involvement, he is slated to receive the 2010 Leadership Award from the Archdioceses of Louisville’s Office of Multicultural Ministries.
In his spare time, Richardson enjoys a number of sports which include soccer, table tennis, and basketball. He
also enjoys reading, politics, and traveling.
Richardson aspires to excel in all he sets his mind to do.

Louis W. Stoke
Firefighter 2002 to Present (2010)

Louis was born February 22, 1976, he joined the STMFD January 3, 2002 and is also a volunteer with Harrods Creek Fire Department. He presently is not married

George J. Stoll, Jr.
Firefighter 1941 to 1953
December 22, 1920 to June 25, 2007

We know George lived at 4048 Massie Avenue while on the department.
He was part of the Stoll Oil family. His grandfather Charles C. Stoll,
owned the Stoll Oil & Refining Company and his four sons including
George J. Stoll became President were involved with the management of
the company. George married Lorena Johanbeke and they had a son
George J. Stoll, Jr. While on the department they lived at 4048 Massie Avenue, Ta-8359). The company sold out to Sinclair Oil Company in 1952.
After leaving the department he moved to Florida. He died there June 25,
2007 in Lakeland, Florida.
October 16, 1952, The Voice Of St. Matthews:

From 1939 Dupont Manual Training High School:

Joseph Strange
Firefighter 1988 to 1991

Joe Strange grew up in Louisville, Kentucky. He served at St. Matthews Fire Dept. along with his dad Kenny
Strange and his Brother Stephan Strange. He currently resides in Wilson, NC. He has been serving in the capacity of Student Minister for the last 3 years. Prior to moving to Wilson, Joe lived in Savannah, GA. where
he was also in student ministry for 7 years. Joe is married to Jodi Strange and has two girls, Kara Strange and
Kelsie Strange.

Kenneth “Ken” Lee Strange
Firefighter July 19, 1970 to 2006, Lieutenant, Captain, Major

Ken was born in October 25, 1944 in Louisville, Kentucky. He graduated from Waggener High School in the
Class of 1964. The first part of his career was with the 100th Division as a mechanic at Bowman Field.
While there he became a Volunteer Firefighter for STMFD and eventually hired on as a full time firefighter
and mechanic. He retired from the department in 2006. Married Diana and they had two children Joseph and
Stephen who both served on STMFD.

Rev. Stephen Anthony Strange
Firefighter 1986 to 1987

The Reverend Strange was born October 12, 1968 at Baptist East Hospital in Louisville, Kentucky. He graduated from Louisville Male Traditional High school in 1987, Campbellsville College in 1991 Southern Baptist
Theological seminary in 1997. He is married to Laura Strange and they have three children, Savannah Grace,
Lillian Faith, and Jackson Daniel Strange. He served on STMFD in 1986 and 1987.

Dan J. Sullivan, Jr.
Firefighter October 12, 1954 to July 17, 1970, Lieutenant 1959 to 1960 & 1965 to 1967,
Captain 1961 to 1964
October 28, 1923 to September 24, 2008

Edward P. Sullivan
Firefighter 1954 to 1955
Edward lived at 140 Breckenridge Lane where Earler’s was. He was a paper boy for a while. His family
owned a house there and they sold out to them. He was a member of STMFD right after he served in the Korean War in 1953 for about a year and a half 1954 to 1955. He is presently 81 years old (2010) and still runs
Sullivan Bookkeeping & Tax Service.

R. Joe Sutton
Firefighter September 16, 1963 to 1965
We know Joe worked for Harry Babcock at Puritan Cordage down town, and lived on Staebler Avenue while
on STMFD for a short time.

